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Writing Letters B1{&

Jo: Welcome to another Ask About Britain programme from BBC
Learning English where we answer another of your questions about
British life and culture. I'm Jo and with me today is Yang Li.

Li: Hello K5thf. A JMIIBIE A Nikole. MAAIN 4 A HyDe i\ kA 76 B
AEGL.

Insert

Recently Chinese people don't write letters as often as they used to — do British
people write letters often? And in what situations do British people write letters?

Li: Nekole [r): JE[E NIELH G502 i HAEAT AN 00N 45508 ?
Jo: Well 1 spoke to some British people Nikole and asked them those

questions for you.

Li: R A 3ok BSE E AR AR -RIUR, Sl AR E T 1, NIAR
HE L AT AN

Jo: How often do these people write letters?

Insert

- | don't write letters very often these days because | tend to use email instead.
And obviously with mobile phones you tend to text so actually sitting down to
write a letter, | don't really do it.

- | probably write a letter about once every two or three months and it's normally
not a personal letter to a friend — it would normally be to a bank or to my
employer or something like that.

Jo: So the man said he doesn't write letters very often these days
because he tends to write emails instead.

Li: Tend to fiifa) T, AEAELAH FHEAFIARASE . S s BAE AN AAEHT AL, AT
AT TR R
Jo: In English, we use the verb text — to text. People tend to text so he

doesn't really sit down to write a letter. The woman you heard there
told us she writes a letter about once every two to three months.
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Jo: Normally it's not a personal letter to a friend. It would normally be to
a bank or to her employer.

Li: BT — SERURE EMIBE AN, Or something like that.
Insert

- | don't write letters very often these days because | tend to use email instead.
And obviously with mobile phones you tend to text so actually sitting down to
write a letter, | don't really do it.

- | probably write a letter about once every two or three months and it's normally
not a personal letter to a friend — it would normally be to a bank or to my
employer or something like that.

Jo: On Ask About Britain from BBC Learning English today, we're
answering Nikole's question about writing letters. Now we've heard
that people don't write letters so often because email and
texting is easier these days.

Li: A BT NIAS B AR R, BEZHTETZE, S SRATER
JiE

Jo: So when people do write letters in Britain — how would they write
them?

Insert

- | always use the computer to write the letters now.
- I'd do it on the computer generally — | wouldn't handwrite them because my
handwriting's shocking — so normally I'd type them.

Li: W, T b2 AT B UK S 0

Jo: And interestingly we heard the man there say that he would not
handwrite a letter.

Li: T5 handwrite. LI 5 7 i ARSI S, BUNLE) 7R AL A1
Jo: He says his handwriting is shocking — it's really bad. Now this is a

very interesting point because there is a general belief in the UK that
people can't handwrite very well because of all the texting and
emailing we do. Have a listen to the results here of a survey.

Li: W,

Insert

Teachers and parents worried about falling standards yet in a survey 28% of
teachers said they weren't even confident in teaching the skill of handwriting. And

nearly 25% of mums and dads admitted they couldn’'t write joined up writing
themselves — both blamed emails and texting.

Li: I, SEAERAIRBE LA Rt i .
Jo: Falling standards.
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Insert

ZRERNE S

Skill — the skill of handwriting.

RN 2P
Joined-up writing.
ERT, A,

To blame.

Teachers and parents worried about falling standards yet in a survey 28% of
teachers said they weren't even confident in teaching the skill of handwriting. And
nearly 25% of mums and dads admitted they couldn’'t write joined up writing
themselves — both blamed emails and texting.

i, Nikole i} (1 ML T43 2 T Aiifif . 45ist, SEAARGHE, MIE
55, WRAeHE G RS2 BRER, AMAZ, AMIKA R

People do communicate a lot — but they send emails and use
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mobile phones rather than writing letters.
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Glossary

to tend to do something #T-fiiE

to text/texting KEE{E/ TR AE

normally &%

an employer &3

to handwrite/handwriting F5/5 44

a survey 7

falling standards FxiE T %

a skill 15

joined-up writing A

to blame LT E/H14%
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