BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Jo: Hello and welcome to another Ask About Britain programme from
BBC Learning English. I'm Jo.

Li: And T'm Li. 5 [ ) 2575 H L T IR [A) 9 [ SO AR AR AR DG SE iR, I Jo AR
(TR AT A2
Jo: Well, we've had an email this week from Ann in Luoyang. She

noticed at the Beijing Olympics, the British team won medals in
riding and she wants to know something about riding.

Li: W, AT AAR T RO E ) S iz 8l Well of course we can tell you Ann.

Jo: Yes the British team actually won six bronze medals in Beijing in the
equestrian events. A bronze medal.

Li: W, A MBI ARTE - B,

Jo: Equestrian. So with such a good performance at the Olympics, it's no
surprise that the popularity of horse-riding is increasing. Here's
Helen Mark from the BBC Radio 4 programme Open Country.

Insert

In a recent survey they discovered that while ten years ago there were 2.4 million
people in the saddle — now it’s double that — all those people taking to equestrian
sports.

Jo: So in a recent survey...
Li: W,
Jo: They discovered that while 10 years ago there were 2.4 million

people in the saddle...

Li: In the saddle BB A4S E LalikifE S . Saddle PUE = E& .
Jo: Now it's double that.
Li: MAEHT . e FR IR TS S 5 SAREBENMNN . T RKERF 0w b H

— B TE take to BULEATHRIMITAG N F U8G5, G ISR 4
170 5) 4 17 take to something or doing something. Listen to Helen
again.
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Insert

In a recent survey they discovered that while ten years ago there were 2.4 million
people in the saddle — now it’s double that - all those people taking to equestrian
sports.

Jo: Today on Ask About Britain from BBC Learning English we're
answering Ann’s question. She wants to know more about riding.

Li: So Jo, I always have the impression that people who ride horses are
very rich and posh & #Ef#)- is that true?

Jo: Well let’s listen to Katie Price, a famous celebrity in the UK. A
celebrity.
Li: I VDN e b R oY 3¢ S (e g/ CEE SR I NG s = P N 1]

Ao BEAMBIEINEZ AR, BT ARSI KR AT EL3E

Jo: Dressage. Here’s Katie talking on BBC Radio 5. So do you need lots
of money to ride?

Insert

Not necessarily no, cos you know when I was younger I didn't have lots of money
and neither did my Mum and Dad and I used to go to stables and muck out for a
ride, you know, things like that.

Li: WK 2 B AR AR 2 AR I 707k Katie U, /NI o 21 S50 2 35N S35 R
e, IF LA S L2 o T S0,

Jo: Muck out. Muck out. Very creative tip I think if you want to ride a
horse! So why the increase in the popularity of riding? Back to the
Open Country programme from Radio 4. Here’s Alison Harris.

Li: It 2 0[R2 SO AR X Sy AR IS B I
Insert

Yes a vast increase which I think we can put down to the fact that people have a
much greater disposable income now and can afford to ride and to keep horses. I
think we have to be a bit cautious here though because although as a rider myself
I wouldn't want to deny anybody the real pleasures of riding I think venturing into
horse ownership if you haven’t done it before, you need to know what you’re doing.

Jo: A vast increase.
Li: BRI,
Jo: So we can put the vast increase down to the fact that people have a

greater disposable income.

BEE

WORLD
SERVICE

bbcchina.com.cn




Li: To put something down to something. it 2RI LA T, WEiss)
TR R AT DS N 2 T It's put down to the fact that
people have more disposable income. T3kE# T A D% T .

Jo: Alison thinks we have to be a bit cautious.

Li: Wi, FATLAE O BARM A AR SRR #FEARHA
PN

Jo: To deny someone something. While she wouldn’t want to deny

anyone the pleasures of riding she thinks people should think
carefully about venturing into horse ownership.

Li: To venture into H M3, ownership sl 2G4
Jo: She says you need to know what you’'re doing and she doesn't think

just anyone can deal with owning a horse as that is expensive.
Here’s Alison again.

Insert

Yes a vast increase which I think we can put down to the fact that people have a
much greater disposable income now and can afford to ride and to keep horses. I
think we have to be a bit cautious here though because although as a rider myself
I wouldn't want to deny anybody the real pleasures of riding I think venturing into
horse ownership if you haven’t done it before, you need to know what you’re doing.

Jo: So riding is becoming more and more popular. We've won Olympic
medals in the sport and that can only be a good thing for the
reputation of horse-riding.

Li: Jennifer J&—AMEBr AR pony club 763 AL — AN 7R TT A,
;@%ﬁﬂzﬁ BBC4 &) [ 2 A 15 H P R VI & o AL IRATek R LA

Jo: To raise the profile of something.

Li: B4,

Jo: Equestrianism.

Li: LR, BREE).

Jo: The Olympic Committee are scouting...

Li: SELT

Jo: To bring equestrianism to the front.

Li: AL Y ARIEE) .

Jo: Publicity.

Li: T 1) 23 AR B A o
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Jo:
Li:
Jo:
Li:
Jo:
Li:

Insert

Big names.

RAT

Show-jumping.

RS BRRGH) H BR T T

To stand a good chance of doing something.

I FE PSR K. Here's Jennifer:

We've got the Olympics coming up 2012 which will raise the profile I think of
equestrianism in the right way and we’ll see a lot of help with people’s horses
because there’ll be horses that the Olympic Committee are scouting now and they
will get training and help and it brings equestrianism to the front — I mean it’s
already had a lot of publicity through Zara Phillips and the big names and of course
the show-jumping teams which do very well-

Bring home the medals -

That’s right. It’s one sport which we do stand a very good chance of winning

medals in.

Jo:

Li:

Jo:
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And Zara Phillips is the Queen of England’s granddaughter, who's a
famous equestrian or horse-rider. So lots of horse vocabulary for you
there and we hope we’ve helped to answer your question Ann.
Thanks for writing in to us. Now don't forget if you have a question
about British life and culture you can email us at chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.
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Glossary

equestrian/equestrianism %A; ARz

bronze medal 4%

a survey fi#r

saddle #ll/ 1 JEx

posh =

dressage Yl &3/ Y LH A

muck out EH CEHHl; ZFHD

to deny someone something FIZ-3 A1)
4K

to venture into B i

ownership ###X

to raise the profile of something or

someone 2 ABIEYIIE S

scouting 4k

show-jumping &Rk AS 1) L R 5§

to stand a good chance of doing
something HAFF NI SR K
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