BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made

which may not be reflected here.
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Helen: Hello. Welcome to another BBC Learning English programme. I'm
Helen.
Jean: And I'm Jean. ¥G@ Wt Ask About Britain, 3k B b5t E5E X 1) Andrew [

FRATTHE ) ) U A SRR ) — A 2EE B o

Question

Hello this question is from Andrew. As Remembrance Day draws near, could you kindly
give an introduction to the Royal British Legion and its famous Poppy Appeal.

Helen: To find the answers to Andrew’s question, we met up with Stuart
Gendall, Communications Director at the Royal British Legion.

Jean: e, AT TR R R EIB AL A SRR IR,
Insert

The Royal British Legion was founded in 1921 by the families and ex-servicemen of
the First World War. Those people wanted to get together, to both help and
remember their colleagues. So they wanted to help the people that survived the
First World War with injuries and they also wanted to remember their lost
colleagues.

Helen: So the Royal British Legion was founded in 1912 by the families and
ex-servicemen of the First World War.

Jean: 5o R AR A NP2t 3 — R SR Rt 2 v ) — LB S R MLRAT 22N ex-
servicemen f]# ) founded. So there’s a strong military connection.

Helen: That’s right. It was set up as a charity to help those who have
survived the war and also to remember those who have lost their
lives.

Jean: AN G RALIE A T WIS I ez [B1ok AR AT 22 NAARATRIZN, TR

AR ) 1 S 77l W R AL R A ES NS

Helen: Every year, November is an important month on the Legion’s
calendar. We asked Stuart about the significance of this month.

bbcchina.com.cn 1



Insert

The concentration is around the 11" of November. At 11 o’clock on the 11" of
November is when the First World War ended.

Jean: | see. FEAEM+— 0BT BRANHE R H 7, B 1918 421 11 A 11
Ty BRI RIRAEIX R 11 fUEREE R T .

Helen: And what are the events happening around that time?

Insert

And at that time there are two things that happen. We have our two minutes’
silence, the whole nation stops to think about those people that have lost their
lives way back in 1918 and in all the wars since and it's the culmination of our
Poppy Appeal when we’re actually raising money for people that we help today,
and we raise up to 30 million pounds with the Poppy Appeal.

Jean: 7511 11 HR 11 fibh, BEANEE BB, DLUHORAL &I LeAE i 5 b
LIPS

Helen: Not just the First World War, but all the wars since.

Jean: A 9 [ 3 4 ¥ B SEAE 529 Poppy Appeal.

Helen: The purpose of the appeal is to raise money to help the ex-

servicemen community.

Jean: %7K raise money. Stuart fliid PiREEAAT]RE SRR SEAL SR S B B B Mk =T
PE S AHEEE/ S
Helen: One of my questions to Stuart is why poppy flowers are used to

symbolise the appeal?
Insert

The idea of the poppy came from a poem In Flanders Fields, by John McCrae, wrote
in 1915, and sadly died. That really sparked off people’s imagination, because it
was the one flower that grew in all of the devastation of the First World War, so it
gave people hope.

Jean: JEREE 44 8 SEAE AR A RS H — 1

Helen: That’s right. John McCrae was a doctor serving with the Canadian
Armed Forces at the time. He wrote a poem inspired by what he saw
there.

Jean: John McCrae £ — 4 BB AN SR AT B B A2, gl B i (BT

WL RN S, VSR T E

Helen: In his poem, the poppy was the only flower that grew in the fields
after the bloody battles.
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Jean: BESEAE AT IS IE AR — R ALK ik et bl EME— P — R e . H))E dstht
[14) W e Bk 4 AE 5 BL ek /2 devastation.

Helen: The poem and poppy flowers sparked off people’s imagination.

Jean: DMkt 51K sparked off. AATIHSHEIX E RS, 0T AR SELE Mk T
i e rh A B R AE

Helen: Well, Andrew. | hope we’ve answered your question about the Royal

British Legion and its famous Poppy Appeal.

Jean: W RARAT AT 2 A7 T o), i AN FAT B IR 2R o FRATT ARy A bk
chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Helen: Join us next time. Bye.

Jean: Bye.
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