BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made

which may not be reflected here.
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Education: Maths #&: %

Helen: Hello. Welcome to another BBC Learning English programme. I'm
Helen.

Jean: And I'm Jean. X0 Ask About Britain, Fefi17EXANY H 24 &1k Rl
KA KA E AR .

Helen: Jean, are you good at maths?

Jean: Em, well, I can count out my change at the shops. Why are you
asking?

Helen: Well, our question from Sunny is a bit of a maths question.

Jean: KDY Sunny S0 EIZ: (EEIE, SR R A LR R )
A

Helen: I've been wondering about that too.

Jean: B IXA ], B RPN ) A — i T

Helen: We joined a lively class at Broadwater Primary school in south

London to find out if they enjoyed maths lessons.
Insert
Kind of yes and kind of no.
‘Cause it's boring, you only have fun sometimes, but sometimes you don’t have fun.

Sometimes you get to play fun games, and sometimes it’'s really strict and you get
to use different methods that make it really easy.

Jean: Bk, REMBEFREBEHA—FE.

Helen: Some of them think it’s fun because you get to play fun games.
Jean: W FECE IR, B games Wik, [R5 S B0k T .

Helen: But it’s not always fun and games. Sometimes it can be strict and

you have to learn to use different methods to solve a problem.

Jean: SEMT . fn SR B2 S AR ) 2 5 X, different problem solving
methods, A& iEARSAER .
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Helen: So what do the students think of calculators?
Insert

I think calculator, when you do a calculation, it just gives you the answer. But if
you use your brain. (that’s much better? ) Yes.

Jean: Well, they certainly know what a calculator can do for them. A,

A A R RE OSSO TS 8 HRE T UR IR 58, ANRESROLARRE .

Helen: That’s right. So how do they learn maths in the school? Sophie, their
teacher talked to me about her way of teaching maths.

Insert

Often children aren’t interested in maths, because they find it difficult and children
enjoy something they’re good at. So it’'s really to help them to achieve, to help
them to see the patterns and the logic. We do a fair amount of playing games. But
often it's the key for the children to enjoy their success.

Jean: Wr Sophie X AN, LA TFIIEE:, BB S ZIR KE IR,
Helen: So to encourage them to do well at maths, they do play a fair

amount of games in class.

Jean: A fair amount WAt EHEZ . A T ik KFKENREE, TR TR EeE T
H. a key for children to enjoy learning maths.

Helen: And playing games can help children to see patterns.

Jean: Fif patterns

Helen: And logic.

Jean: ¥ logic.

Helen: One of the most important thing to learn in maths is the times tables.

Jean: JULHERR# times table. 7, P ERaE T,

Helen: Well, we have a little more time to learn those in the UK.

Insert

We have a new national curriculum for maths, a new framework, and we're told by
the end of year four they should know all their times tables. So that’s by the ages
of nine.

Jean: National Curriculum e EFKAE RN, ETNIHEH BRI 75 a new
framework. 3¢ E /N FAENTFHEAENFER L R 200, H2RERR.

Helen: It's very late compared to China, but many children would have
learnt them before the age of nine.

WORLD

SERVICE

bbcchina.com.cn




Jean: So when is calculator introduced? /)2 A1 144 ISHETT 46 FH 55 2508 2

Helen: Well, Sophie told me that children are aware of calculators from an
early age, but they are taught to use it properly much later.

Insert
And from the age of nine, we start teaching them how to use their calculator to
help them solve more complex problems, in the same ways as we would use a

calculator as adults.

Jean: Sophie UL TR, 255 Ul i HI VTS 38K i v 52 2% (M40 ) /L solving
complex problems 3 T 202 R

Helen: So from age nine onwards, the children are taught how to use the
calculators in the same ways as adults use them.

Jean: What about the children in Sophie’s class? Can they do maths
without calculators?

Insert
6x6 what'’s that equal to? 36. Well done.
Record what’s 11 x11? — 121.

130 -45, what’s the answer? 85.

Helen: | have to say this lot were brilliant with maths. They certainly put me
to shame.
Jean: Don’t worry, you're not the only one feeling that. {77, &H%EARKEA]

[F1% T Sunny B8 KW T RN MBS ES,  JATMAEZ
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Helen: See you next time. Bye.
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