BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made

which may not be reflected here.
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Giving Presents B#3LY)

Emily: Hello and welcome to BBC Learning English. I'm Emily.

Yang Li: RKELF, FABF . AR ) ZT5 H LM 4 R EE? What question
have we got Emily?

Emily: Well, Yolanda from China sent this question to us:

Insert

‘When do British people like to give gifts?

Yang Li: e E A 2 I g AL e ?
Emily: Listen and you will soon find out:
Insert

- | give presents for birthdays, weddings.

- Valentine's Day — oh and anniversaries too.

- Mother's Day.

- | buy presents mostly for birthdays and for Christmas as well.

Yang Li: B RIEALHS 2[RRI T H B R 7E— 2 1) special occasions.
Emily: These include birthdays -

Yang Li: AH.

Emily: Weddings -

Yang Li: S50

Emily: Valentine’s Day -

Yang Li: IR

Emily: Anniversaries -

Yang Li: JFEL &,

Emily: Mother’s Day -
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Yang Li: RERTY.
Emily: And of course the biggest festival in the UK, Christmas.

Yang Li: M RIE A [ I K ARS8 H £ 3E Y. But does everyone give presents
for all of those occasions?

Emily: Well no. It depends on the person.

Yang Li: XK A5 T it depends. But how do British people decide what to
buy as a present Emily?

Emily: Well, let's ask some of them, shall we?
Insert

- Well | think about what they like — say if I'm choosing a book for someone | think
about something I've read that they might like according to their interests or their
hobbies.

- If I'm buying somebody a present, | always look at the sort of things they wear
or buy themselves or have in their homes or what they eat — you can tell an awful
lot about people from those things.

- | prefer to buy useful things because | know that they won't get chucked away.

Yang Li: SN T U A I T AN RGN 2 SR IE o AR R Tl «

Emily: According to. According to their interests and hobbies.
Yang Li: Interests and hobbies YAl Z T .
Emily: You can even find out an awful lot about people by looking at what

they have in their homes.

Yang Li: An awful lot % . EHZHEE. Flk, WREREE -hEEmALy, mik
PHBRBEAN AT o AN d J5 UFIE ) 557 Uit 25 XK prefer JCE8 S L SR 2R 175

Emily: This is because useful things won’t get chucked away. Chucked away.
Yang Li: Pobii, XA EKTE, A throw away =B ZEARL . A HILHT L1 R T

EI-AR% S . Why not just tell each other what you want for a present?

Emily: That's not a bad idea Yang Li — but do British people think it's right to
tell someone what you want as a present?

Insert

- Oh no no, I think, | think that's really quite impolite — I think it's all right if you
drop subtle hints, you know, just mention things that you like but to actually say ‘I
want a bike for my birthday’ | think is unbearably rude.

- I don't think you should ever hint or tell. I think you are removing all of the joy
and surprise from life if you are telling people what you want for presents — | think
it's absolutely wrong.

Emily: We’'ve heard strong disapproval there.
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Yang Li:

Emily:

Yang Li:

Emily:

Yang Li:

Emily:

Yang Li:

Emily:

Insert

A#%H disapproval.
The woman used the words impolite and unbearably rude.

Impolite A4L3L1; unbearably rude i ToALIK o (2 f 5 4 SEARES H— 2k
WD G 7R R R . 4 G R

To drop a hint.

TIUb I

A subtle hint. The other woman said she doesn't think you should ever
hint or tell what presents you want, as you are removing all the joy

and surprise from life.

5B AL A LN R I ALY N A SR, SR, WA AE A e R T
AL BT N A (15 A S . Removing all the joy and surprise from life.

However, not everyone thinks the same.

- Yes, it's absolutely right to tell someone what you might like as a present in the
hope that they'll buy it for you — in fact | drop quite a few hints.

- | think ahead of Christmas when you're expected to provide more than one gift
let’s say, it's really quite useful to have an indication of what somebody might like.

Emily:

Yang Li:

Emily:

Yang Li:

Emily:

Yang Li:

Emily:

Yang Li:

Emily:

Yang Li:

Emily:

Yang Li:
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So before we heard people saying it was absolutely wrong and now we
are hearing it's absolutely right — in the hope that someone will buy
that present for you if you tell them.

We have heard the words:

Absolutely right -

YRR A .

To drop a few hints -

75— BB R

It’s really useful to have an indication of what someone might like -

XF AL N, 03 N AN 7 22 AR AT I

To have an indication, to have an indication. Is it the same in China?
Do you tell people what you want or not?

Well, perhaps Yolanda or other listeners could tell us the answer Emily.

You can write to us at chinaelt@bbc.co.uk
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Emily: We look forward to hearing from you. Bye for now.

Yang Li: Bye bye!

Glossary

special occasions £5#k H T /355

depends on.. BT ...

interests and hobbies YF13Z iF

an awful lot %

prefer K

chuck away Z#/95#i

impolite LI

rude H538/ AL

drop ahint % Hii% <

indication BE7~//RE
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