BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made

which may not be reflected here.
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Yang Li: KK, AR .. SRFEEE T RFH Finn —K % Sun Chen [R]%#f$#2
i, Hi Finn.

Finn: Hello Li. So shall we listen to the question now?

Yang Li: Sure.

Insert

H4FF M Sun Chen, ZE4HA. My question is; how are the BBC’s programmes
made?

Yang Li: YEBHIT K ) Sun Chen [A] 2248 T fi# BBC (171 H A& i HI/E K. So how shall
we answer this, Finn?

Finn: Well of course there are a wide range of programmes that we make
at the BBC such as news and current affairs, feature programmes,
comedies and radio dramas just to name a few.

Yang Li: BBC M HRMIRZ , WFEIN 2L 805 H, A IR e 2545,
A 2.
Finn: But what we should focus on today is our bilingual ELT programmes

A T T XE S iE#% 75 H as they are the most relevant to our
Chinese learners of English.

Yang Li: Very good. For example this programme — Ask About Britain. Finn,
let’'s say we have a good question sent in by our audience - what'’s
the starting point or first step in making a programme?

Finn: Ok, right; step one. First of all we have to think about how to answer
the question — which usually means we have to go away and do
some research and think of a good angle.

Yang Li: The right angle or good angle it 2 GG AL, H—Pue, AR, it
5T research.

Finn: And often, to help us answer our question — we will interview an
expert in the field or in some cases, we will get some vox pops. Now,
Li, could you explain these terms ‘expert’ and ‘vox pops’ please?

bbcchina.com.cn 1



Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:

BB
WORLD

SERVICE

bbechina.com.cn

Sure. Experts 2L %, I4 vox pops AL RE, W EBATEE G
A AT A R 22 LA T I AR B8 . This way you get to hear lots of
different views and different voices.

Yes — so it’s a really good way of getting different voices and what
we do after that is, we select small sections of the interview or small
sections of the vox pops, and these are called clips — which are really
a key element of our programmes because they provide authentic
English.

Clips Bk ik, KRB, KA RKRENS I FA 115 H Hefih 21 55k
(95 authentic English.

And that’s it, isn’t it. It’s the really good thing about vox pops, in our
programmes especially, it’s because the language that we hear in
vox pops is very colourful and it’s often full of very colloquial, good
colloquial English expressions.

Colourful /235 2 M. 1 Hai 7 7F2 Hil 214375 colloquial English
expressions.

Right now that we have got all the clips that we need, we can start
step two; which is writing the programme scripts.

Writing the script 5% 7. | have to say some people love it and some
don’t!

Actually I think I’'m in the first group there | love writing the scripts
because | think it's very creative and you have a lot of freedom to
make something really fresh and engaging.

I agree. And | think it is a true skill to link the language points we
are teaching in a light-hearted way so learning becomes enjoyable
and fun.

Yes, which is very, very important, isn’t it. And another fun part of

our programmes, of course, is that they are bilingual, so people can
understand the exact meaning of key words or phrases in English.

FEIN o Y H g K At 3 By K 5 S MR AR 35 0 SCP RS 4 2 A
AL G B B o

That’s right the %i% is the editor and they have to ¥ they have to
proofread before we record our programmes.

Now it comes to the most exciting part, in my opinion, of the
programme-making process.

Which is?

The recording and presentation.
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M xE fMEFRF. That's right. Step three; the recording and
presentation — which is what we’re doing in a radio studio right now
isn’tit Li?

Indeed we are.

That’s right. So when we’ve finished recording, we begin the final
fourth step; which is editing %i%f. This involves using a computer
with editing software to cut out the fluffs; those are the mistakes,
then we assemble the clips, we mix the voice with the music, and
add the BBC idents.

B Jr— N BOE S editing. FEHUN B4R, BT R, DHRPUE fluffs 48
SR i N 4L A2 >k assemble, SR ELE ARG AR, 2

idents, such as this one.

Such as this one:

Across China. This is BBC Learning English.
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A RIEAINZ Sun Chen [A/Z 13 #. How BBC programmes are made.

To sum up, there are four basic steps in the programme making
process: research and finding clips, writing the scripts, recording and
editing.

MG — 1 FRPE R YA AT 0 AP BRIk RIS & R, 5T, %

ERLCE S

That’s right and of course and we can’t forget the website, which is a
very important part of our programme making process. We have to
do a few more things to put the programmes online. For example,
the most important one is designing the web page with text, images,
a quiz and also downloadable materials such as the mp3 of the
programme.

I Jr FATTIE AT (75 H ARSI DU T 8
That’s right so don't forget that you can access this website and that

all downloads are free of charge. The address is:
www.bbcchina.com.cn.

TN R % B 25 oty AT T 11 ) iy B 5 2 T AR 1) i) A e 7 A
chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

We look forward to hearing from you. Bye for now.

FATH AT H !
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