BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made

which may not be reflected here.
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Popular TV Programmes in Britain ZE#JEMTH

Yang Li: R, FoEmH]. WMo [ ) 2555 He AR IBIEH R A [ 4
Finn. Hello.
Finn: Hi Yang Li. And | have to say, that the topic today is one of my

favorites. Now, a student from Shanghai sent us this email:

Insert

My question is; what are the most popular TV programmes in Britain? And why are
they so popular?

Yang Li: SR AR T RO IR B A TR R AT H A R L

Finn: Well in that case Li, shall we ask a few British people what they think?
Neil said that he likes comedy programmes.

Yang Li: Comedy i f2& 5 il Fr o

Finn: Right, now listen carefully as we are going to ask you a few
questions afterwards.

Insert

There is a comedy programme that | like which is called Have | Got News for
You. It has a look at the week’s stories and makes jokes about what’s has been
going on in the news. It has got a couple of very well-known and very funny
comedians who are on the team so they compete against each other. | think
there’s a particular type of British humour that they use.

Finn: OK, question time. Question number one: what is the name of the
comedy programme that Neil likes to watch?

Yang Li: WHMA5H? Have | Got News For You A %A M B0 4518
Finn: And question number two: what is it about?
Yang Li: THMPMNA . It makes jokes about what's going on in the week’s news.
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Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:

Insert

And the final question: why does Neil like it so much?

Jift 24 Neil B 33X AT B2 B3 B 05 R AR P2 =R 5 well-
known comedians, ffiIFHE R E S A A, 5 AR T — ki o8 FE L
Y ERIEK

Yes, and | think it’s that particular type of British humour that Neil
really likes.

Another hot kind of TV programme is the talent show, as Catherine
explains:

Well 1 don't actually watch very much television but my children are completely
obsessed with the programme called X-Factor which is a programme where people
compete to become a pop star and they absolutely love it. And it seems to be
going on for weeks for weeks and weeks and it all comes together with

a big final in about three weeks’ time so they are very excited.

Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:
Finn:
Yang Li:
Finn:
Yang Li:

Finn:

Insert

The X-Factor is definitely one of the hottest talent shows on British
television.

K. The X-Factor /&3¢ [El# KIEFIIEF T H talent show A AFRH g H
MEAFHTH.

That’s right, reality TV show. Now Catherine, who we just heard, her
children are obsessed with this programme. To be obsessed with.

Pk, PRI,

To compete to become a pop star.

AR B AL T 56 4. Has it occurred to you Finn to try it one day?
You mean singing?

Yes.

Ooh my singing voice is terrible, TR T ALf. Anyway, there is

another type of TV programme that a lot of people enjoy in Britain.
Listen to Callum.

Well it’s quite sad really but I like hospital dramas, American US hospital dramas. |
find them quite engaging | think the US dramas we get in Britain tend to be of very
very high in quality. We get some very good ones like The Sopranos, The

Wire. And they are excellent. For some reason British dramas don't have that level
of popularity | think and they are not maybe critically well-liked.

Yang Li:
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Callum A ARr 7 =% — AN LA Be g 8 (1 A 241, i Bk 2% E . Why
does he like American dramas so much?
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Finn: Well Callum says that American dramas that come to Britain tend to
be very, very high quality. He mentioned The Sopranos and The
Wire being excellent.

Yang Li: b AE S bl i 5 [ e AR AR A T AR s, e (CRIESKE) The
Sopranos if7 (KZHELEA) The Wire.

Finn: And although Callum thinks that British dramas may not be as
critically well-liked as US dramas, Rebecca has a different opinion.

Insert

TV dramas such as Spooks are very popular on TV in Britain at the moment. And
Spooks is a spy drama. It's about MI5 so that’s the intelligence services in Britain.
It's very kind of fast moving and action- based, and it's really good and 1 like
watching it.

Yang Li: Rebecca AR X o [ RIALELE R (ol ) o Wi, 0 L 7 S SR AL
KN B Ak
Finn: Yes. It's fast moving and action-based.
Yang Li: RARIIEE RS2, BT3RS
Finn: However the highest audience figures come from live sporting

events. Now, here’s Neil again.
Insert

As for popular TV programmes, whenever there is a big sporting event or a big
football match involving England. For example, if it's England during the World Cup
or European Championships then that gets a huge TV audience, the streets will be

empty.

Finn: Whenever there is a big event such as the World Cup or European
Championships and a British team is playing - the streets in Britain
will be empty because so many people are watching TV.

Yang Li: FRRF IR R S I T, A RIE AT H A A R Ui 21X L
Finn: And if you have any other questions please don't hesitate to send us

an email to chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Yang Li: WSO, AT RN H S
Finn: Bye bye
Glossary
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