BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Volunteers HEH

Insert

Jane: | have. I've been a volunteer for the British Red Cross as a first aider.

Li: Why did you do it?

Jane: Because | wanted to learn first aid, because | wanted to know what to do if
someone was in trouble, and | wanted to meet people.

Finn: That’s Jane, sharing her experience as a volunteer with us. K%x4F, FiE
Finn. You’re listening to Ask About Britain.

Yang Li:  And I’'m Yang Li. A R5E E a2 H AP A 1R 9% [ 3 B XA 16 it
Volunteers.

Finn: We’ve recently received this email from Lisa in Shanghai.
Insert

What do British people think of volunteers? Is it popular to be a volunteer among
young people there?

Yang Li:  REANGTEREES? FRANEAZRALERTIE? Good question isn't it,
Finn?

Finn: It is, yes. I'm sure a lot of people would love to share their views and
experience. Let’s listen to Jane again:

Insert

Jane: | have. I've been a volunteer for the British Red Cross as a first aider.

Li: Why did you do it?

Jane: Because | wanted to learn first aid, because | wanted to know what to do if
someone was in trouble, and | wanted to meet people.

Finn: Now, the Red Cross is a famous charity and Jane has volunteered there
as a first aider.

Yang Li: The Red Cross £[1-7-4; first-aider 2.

Finn: Next we spoke to Carrie Dunton who has been a volunteer all of her life.
She said that voluntary work gives her a sense of fulfiiment.

Yang Li:  EE TEL dh—Fh 7 sz
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Insert

For me personally, well for anybody | think it gives you a sense of fulfilment — it
gives you a chance to do things that maybe you wouldn’t do otherwise. It’s quite
often something different from what you do at work, so it’'s something you do in
your spare time. And for me it gives me a chance sometimes to have fun, because
I work with children and so you get to do the things that they do. So | do all sorts
of things that | wouldn’t have done if | wasn’t a volunteer. So I've done things like
abseiling and rock climbing — things that | wouldn’t have done myself in my own
spare time.

Finn: Let’s have a look at some of the words she used: spare time.
Yang Li:  TAEZ AP R TH .

Finn: Abseiling.

Yang Li:  Ze4aig T, R

Finn: Rock Climbing.

Yang Li: #2, e,

Finn: And there were also some good sentences that she used. Now, number
one: it gives you a chance to do things that maybe you wouldn’t do
otherwise.

Yang Li: WHRNESSER TR IERMASEZ2RMEL].  You wouldn’t do otherwise.
AL otherwise 275 M) )& E .

Finn: Number two: | do all sorts of things that | wouldn’t have done if I wasn’t
a volunteer.

Yang Li: EREIXEBRTES, mEAREE TEL LS if | wasn’t a volunteer, it A&
X $H T 1 wouldn’t have done all of these things.

Finn: There are various charitable organisations in the UK and, as Carrie
explains next, the two biggest youth organizations are Girl Guides and
Boy Scouts.

Yang Li:  Girl Guides Z# 1% and Boy Scouts &%,
Insert

The two biggest youth organisations in the world are Girl Guides and Boy Scouts —
so Guiding and Scouting — and they are entirely run by volunteers. In this country,
the government does try and support volunteers but a lot of it is down to the
individual company. So, for example, | volunteer in two capacities. I’'m a school
governor and my job gives me some time off to go and do that as a volunteer. I'm
also a guide leader and | get no extra time off — so every time | take the girls away
on camp or on holiday that comes out of my leave — | get no support for that at all.

Finn: There’s a lot of information in that clip. Now, first we learned about the
two biggest youth organizations.
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Yang Li:

Finn:
Yang Li:
Finn:
Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Insert

FAI TS, S BUF IR SRS R IAIE, (H2 2 Hod 2 58 A m AR S
Down to the individual company.

Carrie volunteers in two capacities.

Carrie ZH5WIUEE TAE. They are...

A school governor and a guide leader.

PR BEZE I a school governor % # 1%\ K a guide leader.

While she gets some time off work to be a volunteer as a school
governor, she doesn't get any time or money for volunteering as a guide

leader.

You know Finn | always respect volunteers as there is something very
noble about giving up your time to help other people.

I agree with you there Li. Now, Fernan is from Cuba but he has lived in
Britain for 20 years. Let’s listen to what he has to say.

I think British people in general have a positive opinion about volunteers. Because
it shows that you’re not selfish — that in a society that is dominated by money,
there are people that think about others. And I think that’s the way it seems.

Yang Li:

Finn:
Yang Li:
Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:

BEE

Fernon i 9EE A& g T AE1% ki £ 1E 11 572 to have a positive opinion
about volunteers i\ X4 A A H L.

You’re not selfish. Or alternatively, unselfish.

FEAE RT3 2.

A society that is dominated by money. Dominated T 5.

Now Finn I'd like our listeners to hear more voices from the British
public, so that they get to learn different views and get used to hearing
different accents.

Li, that’s a good idea. So what do British people think of volunteers? |
hope the different views will give you a fuller understanding of the
question.

And don't forget to log onto our website at www.bbcchina.com.cn.

For more British culture related programmes. See you next time.

Bye bye.
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Insert

I think voluntary work can be quite fun. You can meet lots of new people while you
do it, make new friends and you feel good about yourself because you’re helping

other people.

And again on your CV it does look great and | think it shows to a potential
employer that you’re willing to go that bit of extra and you’re willing to put yourself

out for others, which is good.

I think most people in Britain think that voluntary work is a good idea but they
might not actually do it themselves. On the other hand | suppose a lot of people
tend to give to charity and say well, that will give some money to these people who

are volunteering.

Glossary

volunteer & J&E

a sense of fulfilment —Fi 75 52

voluntary HJEM;  H T

abseiling Ze4i35 ~ (IAE)

charity z&3 (Fh)

rock climbing 2%

The Red Cross 4[4

positive opinion 1% %

Girl Guides LHE 1%

unselfish TCHAL

Boy Scouts # |74

dominate =&/4:74
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