BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Farming in the UK RZFEE

Helen: Hello. Welcome to Ask About Britain from BBC Learning English. I'm
Helen.

Li: And I'm Li. R oe i 2755 H A RIRATI R UK B K E R BRI A

Helen: Our friend with the internet name Challenge wants to know more about

life in the countryside and in particular about farmers.
Li: How do British farmers lead their lives? % [F 4 B 1435 & EREK) 2

Helen: We went to the National Farmers’ Union to find out if they can help us
with the answers.

Li: BTATRA; T T E RNV 157 A\ Terry Jones, & F il /8 A 12 XA )
Helen: First, what kind of farms can we find in the countryside?
Insert

Well, we’'ve got an awful lot of different sort of types of farming in the UK. We've
got arable farming where farms grow wheat, barley and oilseed rape and in the
centre of the country, we have a thriving livestock sector.

Li: Terry ¥, SIS HASFFERERAR.

Helen: Yes, Terry mentioned a few, for example arable farming is quite
important in the UK.

Li: HHE Ok arable farming, LLaiFift 3z wheat, K32 barley it i Seff
rapeseed.
Helen: Also there’s a thriving livestock sector. The word thriving means it’s

successful and growing.

Li: ME livestock N MHERT thriving. HEANTE TE & A1 287 5 i 75 3K AR
K, DB IR & RIS AR AL K

Helen: And what about fruit and vegetables?

Insert

We also have a thriving horticultural sector that produces fruit and vegetables and
indeed produces non-edible crops for people’s gardens. It’s a very diverse system
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and so we see very small niche businesses spring up to service the needs of the
consumers.

Li: KRR R T A horticultural, JLh 35 TR —LEARHE & H IMAE4) -

Helen: That’s right. Non-edible crops, plants that you can’t eat; there are lots of
keen gardeners in the UK and they all want beautiful plants for their
gardens.

Li: B, e AR AT ElE . Terry i, SeEARIEAE 2RI
diverse.

Helen: And in recent years, there have been lots of small niche businesses

springing up to serve the needs of the consumers.

Li: Niche VL. UrEBEER LT 28 Tk, N E LA TR s B 5 i
HIL spring up.

Helen: Farming is a very important part of British life. It’s not just about
provision of food, it’s also about maintaining the countryside. Terry tells
us more.

Insert

Society and the government values the environment that farmers create in terms
of hedgerows, ditches, ponds, woods and so they’re - increasingly they are seen
as producers of food and of fuel and through the provision of countryside.

Li: | see. {ELRFFIEE 2 A SEMT 5 (R R AR S 4 O F L A (.
Helen: Some of the things Terry mentioned that the farmers look after in the

countryside are hedgerows.

Li: Hedgerows AR E LY.

Helen: Ditches.

Li: Ditches 74 .

Helen: Ponds.

Li: Ponds itk

Helen: And woods.

Li: And woods M, BAK. FATHIAEGENGRAR A I R st B sh T-HHE, A s
RN CAS AR T, BHER RN TR,

Helen: That’s right. Modern day farmers have a lot to think about. So what
skills should a farmer have today?
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Insert

The British farmer these days has to be a real all-rounder. He has to be a finance
director, a good manager, an engineer, a marketeer, and whilst they love to go out
and get their hands dirty, invariably, 1 would think most modern farming
businessmen these days would spend a lot of time in the office.

Li: Wow, that’s a lot of skills we don’t normally associate with farming. R

Terry ik, ZfUR R EEEM L L IHR,

Helen: He needs to be an all-rounder.

Li: Z 1T an all-rounder. fbyiZ% e — Ml £,

Helen: A finance director.

Li: e MR

Helen: A good manager.

Li: W TR

Helen: An engineer.

Li: SCREASTT IR DY

Helen: A marketeer.

Li: AbATT AR S B 20 BB T

Helen: To get their hands dirty here means to go out and do physical work.
Li: AL A RO 2 I T AR S AEAE T p A= L

Helen: Yes they spend a lot of time in their offices. Well, that brings us to the

end of our programme today.

Li: T, FHEAREAMIZT Challenge ). KRS T H KA T M55 5
5, FAMIMHEZ www.bbcechina.com.cn.

Helen: You can also send us your question in an email to chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.
See you next time.

Li: AT H .

Glossary

arable farming HHER livestock MWE
non-edible ANEENZH] diverse EDIv Al
niche LEN spring up HikT
horticultural FEY) PP ditch W, Yi
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