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Jo: Hello, I'm Jo and you’re listening to Ask About Britain from BBC
Learning English, the programme where we answer your questions
about British life and culture.

Now, today’s question comes from Feng in Nanjing and they had a
question about the famous studio Abbey Road, where the Beatles
recorded most of their songs. Here’s Feifei to explain a little more.

Feifei: AR ISR F T M T A Feng, AR ZTE SR B S & S ) se dok, Sk
% a studio. Jo Hj 2K T — A se HURPARIAL S SR K Richard Porter,
lifelong fan # & Rk, & —A7FF tour guide, AL [ Tl 4tliE & 22
MG ZA 1 e JUR NG 2 bR gt i, HibRitsi a landmark.

Jo: Well I'm here today at the very busy Abbey Road with Richard Porter
who's a lifelong Beatles fan, and he’s a Beatles tour guide and has a
website beatlesinlondon.com. Now Richard can you tell us a brief
history of this famous landmark here in London?

Richard: Yes Abbey Road studios was opened in 1931, so it’s been here a long
time. Really it's world famous for the studio where the Beatles
recorded nearly every song. They did like 90% of their songs here at
the studio. But in fact it wasn't called Abbey Road in those days - it
was called EMI cos it was owned by the EMI record company. The
Beatles actually named their album after the road and then the
studios named the studio after the album so everyone, lots of people
mistake that completely.

Feifei: SIS SR 1931 AFE R IFROBUEH, et AR E A s E= world
famous. Fi7cHtREAN 90% i i #52 7EiX HL s il ¥y, %l to record. 1X/M3%
O DLATHRAE EMI AR S, ISR MET AR K S EMI [ARE A,
W A7) record company. 1 5E HURBA B PUIX AN S5 = BT 7E 1 4% o R AT IV
—ikME friEe40h  (Abbey Road) . LI AN—WiE4: to name something
after something. X2 JE a5 % X DL 58 HUR BA R IX 5K L 4Rks 44 7 Lok
Abbey Road Studio, £ AN#fiReS TIXANFE EL TR . U to
mistake something. Listen to Richard again.

Richard: Yes Abbey Road studios was opened in 1931, so it’s been here a long
time. Really it's world famous for the studio where the Beatles
recorded nearly every song. They did like 90% of their songs here at
the studio. But in fact it wasn't called Abbey Road in those days - it
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was called EMI cos it was owned by the EMI record company. The
Beatles actually named their album after the road and then the
studios named the studio after the album so everyone, lots of people
mistake that completely.

This is Ask About Britain from BBC Learning English. Today we're
answering a question from Feng in Nanjing who wants to know more
about the Abbey Road studio where the Beatles recorded. BBC #iifi #
FHERFA Jo i A I 7e HURBAG SR 815 3¢ Richard Porter 45 KSR
Pb % i B s e 3 44 R AL

I think Abbey Road’s become famous because of the famous album
cover taken on the pedestrian crossing pretty much outside the
studio. The actual photo session and the Beatles walking in
procession across took ten minutes. But ever since, millions of
people have done the same thing. Abbey Road studios reckon at
least 150,000 people come here every year.

And I think just since I've been standing here there have been at
least 20 people have tried to take their photograph on the zebra
crossing - but it seems that there’s a lot of traffic on this road so are
there ever any accidents because of that?

Because everyone wants their picture taken, wants to recreate it
almost exactly as the Beatles people forget about the traffic
occasionally so there have been accidents here yes.

Let’s get Feifei to go through some of Richard’s language points
there.

NIMI Richard %2 H5¢ HUARBL (Abbey Road) iXik&4 )3t album cover.
XK B AR B e RS EAMI AT E 4%, Pedestrian crossing AAT
BB, Jo #4375 — AR zebra crossing B9k, Wik 2 IA T BLHI AT
BEIE . S R RN SR T 10 404, a photo session 1 i
o BT F T Ml RAE M etk 2] T 1% AR U, S S = R B4
H 15 F A4k 35X H they reckon 150,000 people come each year.

Jo I Richard X4 Z Aokt s, &R TMHK, &4 an accident.
Richard MR i KX B AR N AR AR B 58 HOUR A4 L4 B LA, to
recreate something EILHEW); Ait KSR FI 4 FH 58 HURBARUCR: (1 iz
Sl TIXAc g LR A 4R, BTl R S -2, UK occasionally. R
Kk kW Jo Al Richard X 5. IXANA W VFa] LAFE B URBEAR R 1 1K) B
i = R, 44 condition, condition of the road ¥R .

Feng has asked us about the condition of this road — do you know
anything about that?

All I can say about that is it is very busy and it was re-laid a few
years ago and I was here when they were doing it - they took up the
original surface and the crossing disappeared in front of my eyes. I
think general wear and tear - I mean roads wear out.
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Feifei: Wr & Feng #%11E Abbey Road HIESTHITE M. X2 —4ACIHEN IEE a
busy road, JLAEHTIX 4 5 4k BT 444 re-laid, 4% to lay a road surface.
g g R . Richard 4RI E FX 45 % LG il to take up,
TAHEH ALK 7ok, ANATHIEZBRE 2 25, XD A 18 B 1 B s
EHRE, B wear and tear, IES AN EE S to wear out. Let's
listen to them again.

Jo: Feng has asked us about the condition of this road — do you know
anything about that?

Richard: All I can say about that is it is very busy and it was re-laid a few
years ago and I was here when they were doing it - they took up the
original surface and the crossing disappeared in front of my eyes. I
think general wear and tear - I mean roads wear out.

Jo: Let’s just have a re-cap of some of today’s words and phrases.
Jo: A landmark

Feifei: HiubR

Jo: A studio

Feifei: K E

Jo: To record

Feifei: SKE

Jo: A record company

Feifei: LEY /N

Jo: To name something or someone after something or someone
Feifei: ABRE N B 45 N s R pike 44

Jo: An album cover

Feifei: LA

Jo: Pedestrian or zebra crossing

Feifei: NATHETE B T 2k

Jo: Traffic

Feifei: il

Jo: An accident

Feifei: BAh, Fhig

Jo: To recreate
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Feifei: I

Jo: Condition

Feifei: ARIL, AT

Jo: Wear and tear

Feifei: B&37. That's all from me for today. Thanks to Feng for your question.

0 SR AR ) AT DL B4R 2 chinaelt@bbe.co.uk. AT 5 £ 1 (0% [ i)
AN T H AT OB Bl B AT 1R R T B Mk www.bbechina.com.cn. B ERTA
IR Aol Nk, T, see you next time.

Jo: Thanks to Feifei for her language explanation. You’ve been listening
to Ask About Britain from BBC Learning English coming to you from
the famous Abbey Road in London. We'll see you next time. Bye bye.

Glossary

a landmark - Hibr g

a studio - {HF=E

to record - F%

a record company - I A

an album cover - L%

pedestrian crossing - ATH#1E

zebra crossing - Bt £k

EENDE

traffic - 5@

an accident - =4k, ik

to recreate - T

condition - IR, A

wear and tear -4
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