BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made

which may not be reflected here.
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Basketball fEEk

Finn: XA R Z W 9 [ 1) % 1'm Finn.

Jean: And I'm Jean.

Finn: And today, we'll be speaking about this sport:
Insert

It's a fast-paced, fun game...
It's always exciting, something always happening...
| like it because I'm tall so it's easier to score...

Finn: Ok, so this sport is fast-paced % & H(1] .

Jean: And of course it's fun &FItH.

Finn: And good for tall people!

Jean: BAKE, RFHEE) T2 TATH R IZXIUEE )82 Rk basketball.
Finn: So — it's fun to play, but how popular is basketball in Britain?
Jean: X IE SR B =T AA A Yanghong 25 3 AT 145 H i i 14
Insert

I would like to know how popular basketball is in Britain.

Jean: TEBRX B B AL & T AF R — EAE T R SZ A5 5%, JCILIRATH T 15 8k
WL Dy XTI N T NBA I (A T A e[, BT ki A 8
AR T

Finn: That's right, because football is by far the most popular sport in this

country. But as | found out when | visited a professional basketball
team in London, this might be changing.

Jean: T Finn 2% EV T EME—— IO IEERPN,  wt 248 20 # A1 a2
Brandon Bethel. Brandon b % BRELAE ZAN K T2 BRIF — 00 s K de e 1)
fastest-growing XA 1f % N4 H123)) indoor sport.
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Insert
It is the fastest-growing indoor sport second to football.

Finn: I asked him what it was that made basketball different from other
sports.

Insert
Basketball is particularly popular amongst young people because it embodies the

whole sort of pop culture: fashion, street cred and it is a way of life really. And a
lot of young people buy into it. In this country it is on the up.

Jean: Brandon {5, FEERILSESE AT T I AE 2 34T XA pop culture.

Finn: Pop culture, that's right. And it has street cred.

Jean: Street cred, HIEHRL “HELE27 , HI & ER LR T4
H R MRROCIRAT 7, R R B

Finn: People see it as a way of life.

Jean: — A E T

Finn: And so lots of people buy into it.

Jean: They buy into it flfiT#R G+ AHADT . BT LA 1 2 10 Jt D17 AR 1 45 St e TR kA
e R BRBRRAT o

Finn: Or as Brandon said, it's on the up. On the up, BoKE#i17. Now listen
again.

Insert

Basketball is particularly popular amongst young people because it embodies the
whole sort of pop culture: fashion, street cred and it is a way of life really. And a
lot of young people buy into it. In this country it is on the up.

Jean: T IAE WU )2 BBC Learning English %k ik L (T 2 5 H .

Finn: And I've been finding out about why the popularity of basketball
appears to be increasing in Britain.

Jean: Finn £E R Vie S BRIE AR 35 B 47 Brandon Bethel [R5, $2 > a) i3
M, ABZRPRAE 2012 25 SR BUIE 23 2 15 2060 9 [ 1) JE BRb A R — e RS
g ?

Insert

Basketball got a, | think, almost £16m grant from the government that goes
towards the sustained development of the national team, and also a further £8m
has now gone to the national body for participation. | do believe that it will put us
on a fast track to actually catching up with the rest of the world on the sport. Now |
think the games will serve as a showcase for our British players.
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Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Insert

Bk, RHIIr 2012 BIE A ERRKRE, 2 FWAE BURF R4, 3K
izEAZE T NRM 2424 3 FJio6. fE98ER, BUFK— Dkl & a grant.

A grant #3. And Mr Bethel also believes the games will serve as a
showcase for British players.

A showcase — 7R,

And that all this will help put Britain on the fast track, the fast track
to catching up with the rest of the world.

On the fast track I RATIE o ANLURFAE— PSR, Sz
WREVT S, EADSE I E K, SIS EEG . A R a4z
Ji, JEE PRI ER R RS E R AE FIBA tH S BRAL SUHA TR b A 226
92 %4, FH—XMEE S5\ AP EMLL, #szEfHRiE T .

It is, isn't it, 92"? Now when you put it that way Jean — we really do
need a fast track! So, Jean, do you play basketball?

Yes | do Finn, & b &b i 2 A 124 1 captain fE3kEAKWE, and
you Finn?

Very good, the captain. Well actually, although I'm quite tall I'm
terrible at basketball, I'm sorry to say! But I'd like to play more. And
our listener Yanghong who sent in the question today also loves
playing basketball. She explained why.

Because | think basketball can get people together and it's like a group spirit and
makes people cooperate with each other. My favourite player is Nowitzki and the
team is Dallas.

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:
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So, Yanghong likes the group spirit B\ of basketball.
1M HL bt 2 28 [ IRE ER AL Nowitzki 1856 22, Did | say that right?

Nowitzki — yes that's right! Now are we feeling inspired to play a
little bit of basketball now Jean?

Absolutely Finn, bring it on!

Ok I challenge you, let's go and shoot some hoops after the
programme!

Ok HAR Finn AT Hh3km, AL REFE T LT S mifth. Ok, XF T, Wif&AL
MR ARG AT 245 I E AR RSO 1) A8, At — 52 s T AT R AN s ik
K, BAT—wRENEME, BANIIBH L chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

And don't forget our lovely website: www.bbcchina.com.cn. Perfect
to relax and look at after a good game of basketball!

Bye for now.
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Finn: Bye.

Glossary

fast-paced - % B

indoor sport - EHNAFIZH)

pop culture - ATtk

street cred - “#73k(E2" , FREALEM AT
AT 243 B IIR KGR, R R R

they buy into it - fATT#84 A%

on the up - BORHIRAT

grant - &k

showcase - —/VJE/~

on the fast track- i ZHRiTiE

group spirit- BBk
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