BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain 3&H &

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Making Conversations &%

Helen: Hello. Welcome to Ask About Britain from BBC Learning English. I'm
Helen.

Li: And I'm Li. XCGECT 9 [ ) 2575 H

Helen: Our question today is a common one that many of our listeners have

asked us about.

Li: FEH, AR . RPARTE R A BB x,  FeA g n 3k, Samit
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Helen: How do we make conversations with people that we’ve just met?

Li: PR R ES DN O st s W 1578 =3 1S g U 1 A ES DN ST (R (RS R e 4
W

Helen: First, TV presenter Keith Chegwin believes that a winning smile is the

key to making new friends.
Insert
I always think it’s very important to smile. I know it’s a tough thing to smile, but I

think if you do smile, you make yourself more approachable and you can talk to
other people.

Li: AL H EF5 A Keith Chegwin SRS — LTI, TR 2 K8 to
smile.

Helen: But it’s not easy sometimes, it can be a tough thing to smile.

Li: A tough thing ANEMFAE S, REFEBIFARBATEE TR AR

Helen: But the reward is worth it. If you smile, you make yourself more

approachable.

Li: Kok N w26 ), approachable
Helen: People then feel that you’re friendly and easy-going.
Li: KR, TR easy-going.

B]BIC]

WORLD
SERVICE

bbcchina.com.cn 1




Insert

Especially in my job, being on television, I’'m quite lucky, ‘cause people do
recognise me. But if | don’t, I always start with a smile, and that always starts the
conversation, people always go “you look happy” and you’re away.

Helen: Keith has one advantage over many of us.
Li: That’s right. K24 Keith 2 AL, FrLUORE AR #40% .
Helen: But he still tries to smile first. He feels that a smile always starts the

conversation.

Li: AN A AR NSE 2, AT LISLZI P i g, A4 you look happy, A4
FREIZ RIS T o

Helen: Sounds simple, doesn’t it. Now what about the subject of conversations?
What shall we talk about to a stranger?

Li: Erm... FIRIATR )N AT DU+ 2 FF (135 i le 2 — b M1l A Aid e 1 3RAT
WA R4 FE Terry Jones [HEEUIE.,

Insert

I think though the one national obsession in the UK is the weather. British people
love nothing more than to talk about or sometimes moan about the weather -
either that it’s too hot or it’s too cold. So | think that’s a great subject with which
to start a conversation.

Helen: The sun, the wind, the rain, the temperature, the snow, there are
endless things we can talk about when it comes to weather.

LI: G NRTRAKARAE - P EAIR e AN T2k
Helen: We love moaning about it.
Li: To moan about something w2 AR FHHIAS, KATR. JLFRTA X RAES

AFEIL, BRI,

Helen: Any other topics that we can talk about? Keith has a few more
suggestions.

Insert
Talk about driving, ‘cause people in this country, that’s all they ever talk about.

Also I'll tell you another good topic to talk about: reality TV. If you talk about
reality TV, you’ve got a friend for life.

Li: Keith @258 driving 7 LAST AT R
Helen: There’re lots of bad drivers on the road, so | can definitely see talking

about driving will get the conversation going.

Li: Keith iS22 AL A F5 .
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Helen: Reality TV shows. | don’t watch them, but | do have an opinion on them.

Li: Keith & TFHCE SRR A AL ITA TS, WA EIRASL R — M A GBI K a
friend for life.

Helen: Well, I wouldn’t count on that. | think this is a more dangerous topic as
people could easily argue over this.

Li: WEIIX L, AHATEEAITF LR e ? Here is Terry again.
Insert

Discussion about money and religion are the two things which | would probably,
most likely avoid.

Helen: Money and religious beliefs are very personal things in people’s minds,
that’s why we should avoid them.

Li: SRR EAS MBI, XARARB AR TR . iRk T, AN EA S IR
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Helen: Keith has two more topics to add to the list of no-nos.

Insert

Bad conversation in this country: religion, politics and footballl. Avoid football at all
cost.

Li: BB AR B BUE AL ER . That's new to me, Helen. FkEN% i [i{] AR = 0L
BR, WA ARAEER S AR LW 2

Helen: Well, football fans are fiercely loyal to their own team, and you can’t be
sure who they support when you first meet someone. Say you are a
Manchester United fan, and you tell people how much you love your
team, and then the person you’re talking to is an Arsenal fan. That
wouldn’t go down very well, would it?

Li: No, it wouldn’t. kK S BRI ~HF, I 4 LRI A F Iy S50
T BT AT S

Helen: So it’s best to avoid it at first. Once you get to know them, then you can
talk about the teams they support.

Li: BRAHIZAN I, A8 SRR RN 7 SRR HIERBA 0
Helen: Well, that brings us to the end of our programme today.
Li: 4T, A A RR GO SE E NAZRIN AT AN TR T2 W 1 fi# . Wil

2, REWHE T H KRB EE, AWM IEZE www.bbechina.com.cn.

Helen: You can also send us your question in an email to chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.
See you next time.

LI: Z T, AT H L.
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