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Finn: Hello. Welcome to another BBC Learning English programme. I'm Finn.

Li: And I’'m Yang Li. %@t Ask About Britain, FATEX AN H 24 rpE ] mI2Z ok
FAT R AL o

Finn: That’s right and today our question is from Zhao Chengchun. He sent in

his question by mp3.
Insert
My name is Zhao Chengchun. I come from Shanghai. My question is how do British

children learn English? And what’s the main difference between learning English in
Britain and in China?

Li: L R AR R A AR AR T AR [ R £ AT A AeT o ) Sl 1, RS Sy oA o [ER
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Finn: I think, when we talk about language, there is a distinction to be made

here. One is language learning as in learning a foreign language, and
the other one is language acquisition as with your mother tongue.

Li: Language learning #i/&i% 5% > language acquisition &5 5. X FH[EZ%
TR, ABATRIDEE G2 215, Listen to Vicki:

Insert

Well for English children of course they learn English from the moment they're
born. And they just pick it up through immersion in the language, they hear English
all around them and before they can even speak they can understand a lot of
English before they learn to actually use words themselves. And of course their
vocabulary gradually increases once they start to talk. And this just happens as a
natural process really, nobody teaches a child to talk in any formal way. Once
children go to school then they would learn grammar and how to write in English.
And of course their vocabulary continues to increase as they get older and even
into adulthood.

Finn: Now Vicki said that English children just pick it up through immersion in
the language.

Li: YEE T R EIAERHEI S th 2 #5955/, immersion JUE, ®K. Pick up A
KB,
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Finn: They hear English all around them, so it’s a natural process [H#RidFE.

Li: That’s right. Nobody teaches a child to speak in a formal way.

Finn: And their vocabulary increases as they get older and even into
adulthood.

Li: Adulthood §4F. Next we hear Anna sharing her experience as a mother.

Insert

Anna: Well, of course, firstly it’s their native language, so they are going to find it
easier than other people to learn English. But from my experience, a very good
way is reading, reading a lot, listening to stories and also playing games, it’s a very
good way of increasing vocabulary and general understanding.

Li: Do you tend to correct your children when they are making mistakes?

Anna: Not very often — occasionally - but only if it’s a really really bad error.

Finn: Ok, so for children here in Britain, for example, they find it easier than
other people from other countries to learn English, of course, because
it's their native language.

Li: Native language £}:if. Another word is mother tongue. For children
learning English Anna suggests a few good ways of increasing
vocabulary and understanding.

Finn: They are: reading, listening, and playing games, %25 iRk

Li But as children start going to school at the age of 5 or 6 they do learn
English in a systematic way. We spoke to a primary school teacher in
South London.

Insert

My name's Deborah Lawson and I’'m a primary school teacher at Jubilee Primary
school in Tulse Hill, London.

Finn: So how is English being taught in her school and how is English related
to other subjects?

Li: AR TATI] JUA B T, DU S 47 B
Finn: Fiction.

Li: RERAE it o

Finn: Non-fiction.
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Finn: Features.
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Li: Ao

Finn: Poetry.

Li: 5/

Finn: Rhyming.
Li: ME: B
Finn: Blocks.

Li: BT, BB
Finn: Dictionary order.
Li: T .
Finn: Curriculum.
Li: S IE NP
Finn: History.

Li: P15

Finn: Science.
Li: B
Insert

English is taught everyday - there is an hour a day of English teaching and it’s
taught in different blocks. So we would take a non-fiction block first for maybe 3 or
4 weeks and we would look at different features of that, so that they would look at
word level work; so it might be ordering things in dictionary order and then we
would look at different texts and eventually the children would be writing their own
non-fiction. And that works the same for fiction writing where children would write
stories and look at different types of stories and poetry where they’d look at
rhyming words for example.

Finn: So, English is taught every day in different blocks.

Li: Jef AR TR, MR, AR blocks g T, .

Finn: In each block there is a different focus.

Li: FEANHOCHE SR, AR fiction FIHE/NEESC44E ) non-fiction.
Finn: And there is also poetry, reading and writing, where children look at

things like rhyming words.
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Li: Poetry and rhyming WAl . Now listen to the next clip and find out
how English is related to other school subjects:

Insert

English would be a cross-curricular subject so we would use it for lots of other
areas. So I'm teaching year three and they are seven and eight year olds. So we
would use quite a lot of the work that they are doing in English - they’ve just
covered non-fiction - so we’re looking overall at the topic of the Romans. So we
would use their skills that they are using in their English lessons in other areas, in
history, or in science; for them to find different types of information and to bring
that into the lesson. So that’s something that covers the whole of the curriculum.

Finn: English is a cross-curricular subject.
Li: Cross-curricular F51 5 B0 KA TTERFE . W2 il, fESEER AR N R T7

T IETIRM AR, ol [y L3RR AR

Finn: That's right, so children are asked to use the skills that they’ve learned
in their English lessons, in other areas. So for example in history Jj i,
or in science F}*.

Li: I guess this is one key difference between learning English in the UK and
in China.
Finn: I think it has to be, doesn't it. It would be wonderful though, wouldn't it,

if children in China could use English as a tool to learn other subjects,
then | think their English would be very different.

Li: That would be definitely ideal. 4f 7, AR HBEIZX L. KEWHE T H kK
BANIMEEER, FATRAEE www.bbechina.com.cn. See you next time.

Finn: Bye bye.
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