BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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UK Shops ZEEIEE

Jo: Hello. Welcome to another BBC Learning English programme. I'm Jo.

Li: And I'm Yang Li. @t Ask About Britain, oA T4XAN H 24L& 170k
[E1 25 K A R ) & A 1]

Jo: Today we have Abby from Beijing sending in this question by mp3.

Insert

Where do British people shop? What is the most popular supermarket and
department stores?

Li: Abby R8T i 5 FE NS IRLE R W 7 5 S WIL RO T AT 1 B R I A IR 2
RN, et LA — T

Jo: Let’s find out what people said.

Li: T Sk R

Insert

I normally just use the corner shops and supermarkets nearby. Just by
convenience it's Tesco.

Tesco's

Waitrose, Asda, Somerfield

Marks and Spencer's normally, | live around Bankside.

Well, | suppose if | had limitless money it'd be Waitrose, but | use Tesco.
I do internet — Sainsbury's and Asda.

Sainsbury’s.

Jo: We’'ve just heard some of the most popular supermarkets in the UK.
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Li: Supermarkets j#7i. Although some UK supermarkets have already
gone into China such as Tesco &l and Marks & Spencesr 575, most
have not.

Jo In that case | think it would benefit our listeners most if | spell out
the names of the supermarkets, wouldn't it be good?

Li: That's a great idea. Go on then.

Jo: Waitrose w-a-i-t-r-o-s-e Waitrose.

Li: Asda a-s-d-a Asda.

Jo: Somerfield s-o-m-e-r-f-i-e-I-d Somerfield.
Li: Sainsburys s-a-i-n-s-b-u-r-y-s sainsburys.
Insert

I normally just use the corner shops and supermarkets nearby. Just by
convenience it’s Tesco.

Tescos

Waitrose, Asda, Somerfield

Marks and Spencers normally, | live around Bankside.

Well, | suppose if | had limitless money it'd be Waitrose, but | use Tesco.

| do internet — Sainsbury’s and Asda.

Sainsbury’s.

Jo: Well it seems that there are various reasons for people go to a
particular supermarket such as for convenience.

Li: T iR, {#F]. For convenience.

Jo: One man says if he had limitless money it would be Waitrose but he
uses Tesco. Waitrose is generally thought to be more expensive than
some other supermarkets as they are aiming at the top end of the
market.

Li: The top end of the market & 1173%. Limitless money J555 LR 4.
Jo: In the UK supermarkets are undoubtedly big business, but there are
also millions of corner shops and speciality shops too.

Insert

All sorts of shops, from the main supermarkets to little local corner shops as well —
I think it’s important to support the local community. We’ve got a small local
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butchers and local bakers is very good — sometimes for popping in and getting
Cornish Pasties and such like as well — very good for lunch too.

We have a grocery store.

We have a co-operative, that's what we’ve got, that’s it.

Li: Local corner shops FITA DT« PRI IX 2R JEIR 2 #R AL M AL
FITANAT TR Z 0 % B T

Jo: By shopping in your local shops you are supporting the local
community.

Li: | agree. Among the local shops you often find the following.

Jo: The butcher’s

Li: P -

Jo: The baker’s.

Li: 5. Mmm... I love the smell of the baker’s, Jo. It makes your

stomach rumble.

Jo: Oh yes, you can get freshly baked Cornish pasties.

Li: FRER RS2 R, ALk [ (R R B 0, AN P R RLRE ORI, R D2 [ F
T TR A AR €07

Jo: We also have the grocery store or the grocer’s.

Li: BN -

Jo: Local co-operative.

Li: LA AR

Insert

All sorts of shops, from the main supermarkets to little local corner shops as well —
I think it’s important to support the local community. We’ve got a small local
butchers and local bakers is very good — sometimes for popping in and getting
Cornish Pasties and such like as well — very good for lunch too.

We have a grocery store.

We have a co-operative, that's what we’ve got, that’s it.

Li: I A TR W AN 285 R 00 1 B 7 I AT IR 2

Insert
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John Lewis, that's my department store
Debenhams
Marks and Spencer

Boots, House of Fraser

| like Debenhams. Boots is a bit expensive but it's good, same with Marks and

Spencer’s.

Jo: You may not find a direct translation for these names but we will
provide you with a list of the names mentioned in our glossary table.

Li: RG] LANASTS I SC7 i (0 2 1] 32 FE A [ X 2 7 B iy 7 (R A BRI S . X 4 o
—F?—Bio

Jo: Thanks Abby for sending us this question. Now you have got yourself
some homework to do. To everyone else thanks for listening and...

Li: We will see you next time.

Jo: Bye bye.

Glossary

supermarkets H#Hi

department stores [ %1%

speciality shops %32/

convenience {fF|

little local corner shops iz /N et )k

the butcher’'s AJ5

the Baker’s Tt )

the grocer’s i)

top end of the market &%

Cornish pasties FEik /K32 AL DF

Tesco K

Marks and Spencer’s %)

Waitrose Asda
Somerfield Sainsbury’s
John Lewis Debenhams
Boots House of Fraser
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