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Social Etiquette #3L{%

Finn: Hello. Welcome to another BBC Learning English programme. I'm
Finn.

Li: And I'm Yang Li. @it Ask About Britain. el ) 27 H il i K& 1)K
Yy R [ 22 AT T B H ) & A BE 1) o

Finn: And today we have a question about social etiquette from Li Jie.

Li: Social etiquette #3241

Insert

My question is about some social etiquette. For example: what do you normally
bring to a party as a guest? Who pays when you go out as a group?

Li: Li Jie #7 il Ai Sz i 52 & LA . The word etiquette &M%k,
Finn, how do you spell it?

Finn: It's e-t-i-g-u-e-t-t-e etiquette. So Li, as a British person I take a lot
of this for granted. But you know, it's something that foreign
students should really be aware of as social etiquette can be quite
tricky. To take something for granted.

Li: To take something for granted 2T MR 1), Bl ERIIIRT.

Finn: And tricky.

Li: Tricky e DAL BR o ALBCZARVEBIA L SN A L Rg 2 1.

Finn: And that’s why we’re here to help you, isn't it Li?

Li: That's right.

Finn: So let’s hear what some people would normally do on different types

of social occasion.

Insert

I think a lot depends on the level of the relationship. For example, really really
good friends I've known for a long time, I just want them to turn up. Just come
here, bring themselves, have a bit of fun, be relaxed and there’s no need for them
to bring anything. And if I'm going to a party and I'm the guest, yes I'll bring a
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bottle of wine, or if it is a lady who’s doing the inviting I'll bring a bunch of flowers.
Yes of course if there are children, I'll bring some chocolate. You can never go
wrong with chocolate.

Finn: This man said that it all depends on the level of relationship.

Li: KR T Z ) R R BT o R BRI AT R, BTk, —
B L

Finn: But if you're less familiar with the host when you're invited for dinner
then you should bring something. For example, a bottle of wine —jii
e

Li: Or a bunch of flowers for the hostess #4345 A\ K L—H 4k,

Finn: And if there're any children, you might want to bring a box of

chocolates — #1575 /1.

Li: What if you go to a big party with lots of people?

Insert

We’'ll normally bring wine, drink, sometimes we bring food as well. But the person
actually hosting would normally provide that as well.

Sometimes if you’re having a big barbecue people will say oh - if you’ve got 30
people coming - then people will say "Oh do you want us to bring something?” and
they might make a dish or a pudding or a potato dish or a salad and then you’ll all
just muck in together.

Finn: Now here we're looking at a big party or a big barbecue in the
summer.

Li: RAREEA L NSRRI IO R T, A2

Finn: Well people would normally muck in together which means that they

will each bring a dish to contribute to the party. Muck in.
Li: BN FERIERA muck in P15, SR T LU R R siib dr .
Finn: And so, parties are great aren't they? But can take a lot of time to

prepare for and for the party itself, so a lot of people, especially
young people, prefer to go out for meals in restaurants.

Li: AP EA R D, RN EE W IS KA 2 AR AR AA
e ?

Finn: Let’s listen to a few more people we talked to:

Insert

We normally all just split the bill between us and sort of, you know, just add a tip
onto it and then split the bill between us.
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Finn: Now this lady said that they would normally split the bill between
them. Split the bill.

Li: 41 split the bill. Isn't there another phrase with the same meaning,
Finn? Go Dutch?

Finn: Very good, yes. Go Dutch. Well you could say that but nowadays
people don't use it as much as split the bill. Split the bill is a bit more
colloquial Hifnif—2ut,

Li: That’s good to know Finn. Chinese students love idioms but the
danger is that some idioms are a bit out-of-date. Let’s listen to some
other people.

Insert

Well, I guess it kind of depends also on the group that you’re with at the time and
how well you know the other people. You know, so whether they’re close friends or
whether they’re family, it can differ then as well. Or if you go out with work
colleagues and stuff, you’re more likely to divide the costs equally between you.
Whereas sometimes if I go out with my brother, say, or other family members, one
of us might just pick up the bill. But yeah, it kind of depends on the people you're
with and the circumstances, whether it’s an event like a birthday or something like
that.

For birthdays we usually all go out and then the person whose birthday it is doesn't
actually pay for their meal. So everybody else splits the bill. But the person whose
birthday it is doesn't actually pay.

They invite people to their houses for their birthdays and then people will bring
them presents. So you invite a crowd of people, you’ll supply the food, people will
bring drink and they’ll bring presents and cards.

Finn: So it all depends on the circumstances.
Li: AR ARG DL E -
Finn: Generally people divide the cost equally between themselves if it's a

group of friends or working colleagues.

Li: But as one woman says there, if she goes out with her brother or a
family member then one of them would just pick up the bill.

Finn: Yes and it's also worth noticing that perhaps when we go out to
celebrate someone’s birthday, then the birthday girl or the birthday
boy would pay for nothing and everybody else would share the bill.

Li: A HM AT, e A AR #E. A bit different from the Chinese
way, I suppose?

Finn: Yes, a bit different from the Chinese way. But as we heard there,
when you go to someone’s house for a birthday party then that is a
little bit more like the Chinese way. Because as guests you normally
bring presents and cards for the host.
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Li: Well Finn I think we have covered quite a lot on the topic of social
etiquette today.

Finn: We certainly have. And if you have any further questions please
email us at chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Li: U A BRAB AT T U A FRATTR I H 43

Finn: Bye bye.
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