BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Jo: Welcome to another BBC Learning English Ask About Britain
programme where we answer your questions about British life and
culture. I'm Jo.

Feifei: KRELF, BAMIETE. HRZEAMEK HFIE Chen Jing.
Jo: They said they were a big fan of Agatha Christie and they want to

know what British people think of her and her stories.

Feifei: JERIE AW AAR BRI TS - v s, RAAH 20 T i, Chen Jing 41
T G [ AT Rt - v B35 1% AN N BAG EAD0 il /N B VPN

Jo: Now for those of you who may not know who Agatha Christie is -
she is an author of crime novels.

Feifei: An author /£, fii#E/Nit crime novels. Here’s some more information
about her for you from BBC radio programme Woman’s Hour.

Insert

Three decades after her death our appetite for the queen of crime is still insatiable.
She sells millions of books worldwide each year.

In a career that spanned more than half a century she wrote more than 80 books,
a series of plays and 6 romantic novels under the pseudonym Mary Westmacott.

Jo: We heard the word decade there — a decade is ten years. So three
decades is...?

Feifei: Thirty years!! A decade 10 4F.

Jo: So three decades after her death our appetite for the queen of crime
is still insatiable. So Agatha Christie is called there the queen of
crime.

Feifei: B[ ngh - 5o LIS MR oA E RN 2 )5 the queen of crime, tiF& HFije
s R DR RS

Jo: Our appetite for her is still insatiable.

Feifei: Appetite &4k, WHHRIRBATEVIRIER, Ak e hRpm—M R ECE

B, AT RTNYS - s RSN SR AMB I, S Y insatiable.,
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Jo: So people can't get enough of Agatha Christie. She sells millions of
books worldwide, around the world, each year. Millions.

Feifei: HETT,

Jo: She’s had a career that has spanned more than half a century. A
career.

Feifei: KLLKE T A2 A3, To span #54: 7. A century £ 100 4, M4
half a century mtf 50 4.

Jo: She wrote more than 80 books - and a series of plays. A series.

Feifei: A series — &%, JilA a play.

Jo: She also wrote six romantic novels under the pseudonym Mary

Westmacott. A pseudonym. P.S.E.U.D.O.N.Y.M. Pseudonym.

Feifei: X FEE p A a pseudonym 4 - Wil Mary Westmacott (124
BT NHRIRIE /N o IX L AR R R AR E LBRA @ R 1 under the
pseudonym JZE4 Sk,

Jo: On today’s Ask About Britain we're answering Jing’s question about
Agatha Christie. They want to know more about her and what British
people think of her and her stories. So what do British people think
of Agatha Christie? Well, she might be the number one crime writer
but not everyone knows that much about her work it seems.

Insert

- What do you know about Agatha Christie?

- She writes good books.

- Have you read any of them?

- No, none at all.

- Have you heard of Agatha Christie?

- Yes.

- And what do you know about her?

- Very little.

- Or what do you know about her work?

- Very little. I've never read any.

- Or her films — have you seen any of the films? No I haven’t no.

- I can’t say that I've read any of her books. Agatha Christie’s always struck me as
one of those, one of those sort of people you get round to reading when possibly
you get a bit older! My mother’s a huge fan of the Agatha Christie series. And is
constantly pushing them on me but right now I suppose there’s other things I'd
rather be reading.

Jo: So the first man there said he’d heard of her but when asked if he'd
read any of her books, he said “none at all”.

Feifei: —ARHEAL. F AL S AR BINTS - vE I TR D very little.
Jo: And the third man said "I can't say I've read any of her books”.
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Feifei: IR B A B BB N Bl strike  FISRIE A BEAE R A RA I ) <
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Jo: Agatha Christie has always struck me as one of those people you get
round to reading when you get a bit older. To get round to doing
something.

Feifei: FAIE R . XA T R =R IS )N, SRR SR 22, BT DU

WALk Al 25 2R .

Jo: She’s constantly pushing them on him - trying to persuade him to
read her. But there are of course some people who are more familiar
with her work. Here’s some language to help. Detectives.

Feifei: UEZS

Jo: One woman said she couldn’t “get into” the programme.

Feifei: X get into 2N, BEAN- X7 2o P A /0 Ui o e HU AR,
Al SR ARG L2, AR TS|,

Jo: Talking tapes.

Feifei: RN

Jo: Prolific.

Feifei: 277 .

Jo: To be kept on the edge of your seat.

Feifei: RZ &%, Let’s have a listen.

Insert

- I've seen lots of her films and her detectives and all the rest of it yeah.

- Did you enjoy them?

- Yeah.

- I haven't read the books, I've seen the programmes and some of the films. Miss
Marple, I don't really like that. I like the woman but I just couldn't get into the
programme.

- I've read a lot of her books and listened to a lot of her talking tapes. She’s so
prolific! And they’re always highly entertaining aren't they?

- What do you enjoy about them?

- The mystery and the whole kept on the edge of your seat until the end and I
mean the series they have on the television is usually quite good isn’t it?

Feifei: F KA GEERS NS - vl IS AR Z A F BIPE . So have you read any
Agatha Christie Jo?

Jo: Well I'm afraid I am one of those people who hasn't but I do know of
her and her famous characters. How about you, Feifei?
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Feifei: I'm afraid I haven't either. 722 /R% TATTHIEIZF L2 Chen Jing.

Jo: If you have a question you want to ask us you can email us at
chinaelt@bbc.co.uk or you can visit our website and look at all the
questions other people have asked us at www.bbcchina.com.cn. So
until next time, bye for now.

Feifei: O, NI

Glossary

author - 1Ex crime — fiifx

novel — /Nijt a decade - 10 %

insatiable - AN, Joiki L H to span - 4T

a century - /4 it4d a series - — &7

a play — — M4 a pseudonym - £%, E#

to get round to doing something — Zfif | detective — fii#%

K

prolific = Z /71 to be kept on the edge of your seat - ¥
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