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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Educational Differences g =5

Helen: Hello. Welcome to Ask About Britain from BBC Learning English. I'm
Helen.
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Helen: Our question today is about education.
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Helen: What are the main differences between Chinese education and

English education?
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Insert

I think Chinese tend to educate people in larger classes. Therefore the relationship
between the teacher and the pupil is fairly authoritarian and fairly one way.
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Helen: Dr Winkely feels that because there are lots of students and only one
teacher, the relationship between the teacher and the pupil is fairly
one-way.
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Insert

The pupils are not taught to ask questions of the teacher and in any case it would
be difficult for the teacher to deal with them if they did.

Helen: He also feels that the opportunities for questions in class are limited.
Very few students will interrupt the teacher and ask questions.
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Helen: That’s Dr Winkley’s view on the Chinese education system, what
about the English education system?

Insert
In England we tend to have smaller classes, there’s more interaction between

teachers and pupils, and in good independent boarding schools, | think the
teachers know the pupils far better than they would in other institutions.
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Helen: Dr Winkley mentioned independent boarding schools.
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Helen: Sarah thinks education is about making choices.

Insert

My impression from dealing with international students is that for us education is
much more divided into subjects that you can chose, you can make much more of
your own decision about the curriculum you study from quite early on. Even at 13
you're beginning to make choices about the way you structure your curriculum.
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Helen: Students learn from an early age about making decisions for
themselves, deciding which subjects they would like to study at
school.
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Helen: No, there are still some compulsory subjects, such as maths, English
and science. But if you don't like history, you can choose geography
instead.
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Helen: I think that’s helpful to the students, because if they can study

subjects they like, then they'll be enthusiastic about their work and
achieve better grades.

Lindsey Hughes from Pangbourne College tells us that she thinks
China and Britain can learn from each other when it comes to
education.
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Insert

I don't know a lot about the Chinese education, | do know that the children are
very well educated. And they show enormous amount of promise. If there’s
anything that might be a slight weakness is the English language, but that can
soon be improved. But | think there are opportunities for both nationalities to learn
from the other and to have a mutually beneficial experience.
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She also notes that language can be a bit of a problem at the
beginning for some Chinese students, but soon they show
improvement.
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A mutually beneficial experience.
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You can also email us your question to chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. See you
next time.
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