BBC Learning EngLish — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Helen: Hello. Welcome to Ask About Britain from BBC Learning English. I'm
Helen.

Li: R, FTIEHT . MR D[ 25 1, RIS H T 3-AT T2 B I AT T
] R AT BT L ) — S5 1)

Helen: And our question today is from Tao Shu and it’'s about restaurant
etiquette.
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Helen: Is it acceptable to bring your own drinks to a restaurant in the UK or
other Western countries? The term BYO is the abbreviation for Bring
Your Own.

Li: H A K ) DESCB %2 Bring your own, fiifk BYO.

Helen: I'd say that in the UK, restaurants have quite clear rules about BYO, if

the restaurant says it allows it, then you can bring your own drink,
otherwise you can’t.
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Helen: That’s right. It's fairly straight-forward.

Li: 2@ AN BYO A ARG EE

Insert

I think it depends on the, the more laid back places, | don’t think they’ll mind.

Certainly, kind of posh restaurants, for want of a better word, probably would get
offended if you did bring your own — certainly your own alcohol. So I wouldn’t do it.

Li: XALSEA VL REANEE H AN K BOR T4

Helen: It depends on where you’re going. Some laid back places probably won’t
mind people bringing their own wine.

Li: Laid back il /&bt {1y 8, 78R RpEE, & A BYO.
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Insert

Most restaurants do mind, they don't like guests bringing their own
drinks.
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The restaurant will be offended if you did.
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It isn’t in this country, but I understand it is in Australia. There are one or two
restaurants which might allow you to bring your own wine, but it’s not encouraged
in any way and it’s not widespread practice.
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Insert

This is good to know, according to this lady, BYO is perhaps more
common in Australia.
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But in the UK, it’s not encouraged in any way.

NG AATX 44 it's not encouraged.

So it’s not widespread practice.

Widespread ifif), BYO 7F 3 I A i .

Now, let’s hear someone give us the reason why restaurants don’t
encourage BYO.

It’s not acceptable practice in the UK, because actually the way in which most
restaurants make their profits is on their drinks and that’s why restaurants don’t
like it. And | think on balance it’s rather rude probably.
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It’s generally believed that the mark-up on drinks is at least four or five
times.
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Well, I guess the restaurants wouldn’t be too happy to see you then Li.
Ouch, that’'s mean. | have to say that | rarely order wine in the
restaurants because it’s expensive, but of course I'm very nice to the

waiters and waitresses.

I’'ll take that back then. I’'m sure the restaurants love you.
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Li: 4T, AEARBEAINZE T Tao Shu PIA MR, S50 52 /E 9L AP KA Z IR
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corkage.

Helen: That’s usually less than £5 per bottle. The most important thing is to
check with the restaurant first if you are planning to bring your own
drinks. Sadly, it’s time for us to go. On our website you can find more
answers to other Ask About Britain questions.
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Helen: Bye bye.
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