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About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made

which may not be reflected here.
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Naming #4

Helen: Hello. Welcome to Ask About Britain from BBC Learning English. I'm
Helen.

Li: REGF, T2 Li Wamenr S [ im) 255 H , AEXAS T H 3T 2 12 1 A AT 2

DA N DT 4RE H £1— L2 BE 1]

Helen: Our question today is from Haoran, she’s 18 years old and she’s from
Inner Mongolia.

Li: W5l Inner Mongolia, Haoran A2, How do English people
choose their names? JEH N Z2EAWAN, HRA I AVIF? i&4A Haoran
BRI AL B OB AN S0

Helen: So, let’s get started. First English teacher Claire tells us what she
thinks about how people name their children.

Insert

Well some people will have family reasons, that’s quite a common link, you chose a
family name. There might be religious reasons, particularly in a Christian culture,
then you might chose a saint’s name or something like that, or just often now,
names that people like, it's just simply a matter of choice and you’ll find a really
diverse range of names in British culture.

Li: Claire i 5 EE N2 family reasons FlE#Us A religious reasons s 3EE A
WA —E 5

Helen: Often we meet two generations of the family having the same first
name.

Li: XY, AR AL SR S TE A, TR R TR R AIRZ K RES
AT £ 7 4k 28— 3E SR I 44 5

Helen: It's a common link.

Li: X —/MR %R a common link. 8B H — S e M52 B 4 5%

T EEHMGEMEARZ XA saints, XEE N FHAESHATIH .

Helen: For example, John, Matthew and Mary are considered to have roots
in Christianity. But they’re also very popular names without any
religious attachment.
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Li:
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Li:

Insert

A3 Claire I BLAESE R G 4 (1 %5 18 e AN I s 4, R A cs vt
77

That’s right, nowadays people often pick names that they like.
It's simply a matter of choice, BEE .

Absolutely, there’s a very diverse range of names, anything goes
basically.

Diverse ZFAALIT. BLAESEEAMA PRI A TAENTT, AHa#f . A 5RER
"% Dr Brassy SEAHR 2 9 /AL A O 4 7T IFA T .

In England, your name is chosen for you by your parents, often it doesn’t really
mean anything, and most people probably don’t know what their names mean.

Helen:

Li:

Helen:

Insert

Just like Chinese people, most English people are named by their
parents when they’re born.

AR, AR TAERRFK MG, Pl 010 A O 47 R DT g
ELATH R -

And Dr Brassy himself wasn’t a hundred percent confident about
what his name meant.

My own name is Louis Brassy, Louis is erm, it comes from the Latin word
Ludevequos, which I think is something to do with the lion, but | have to look it up.

Li:

Helen:

Li:
Helen:
Li:
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Li:

Helen:

Li:

Insert
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Dr Brassy Uifif) 4 /& Louis, 5, & WP T 3C AR R W . A 4515
AT lion K.

But he’s not sure, so he has to look it up in the dictionary or on the
internet.

Look it up wh2&&i), HHEMEL.
And | can tell you he got it wrong.
HRiE A T Louis MIHR?

Yep, it actually means a famous warrior and it’s been used by 18
French kings.

1 ? Dr Brassy M4 F AR FIRE, MR CRZEAMRL, mHEREK
% F 18 A~E E#NY Louis.

Now back to choosing names, he thinks that people choose certain
names because they sound good to them.

Dr Brassy A~ & FUFWr A LU bR 2 AR SRR EEE 1 .



I think most people chose either on the sound of it or occasionally, people would
name after a popular pop star, so if somebody nowadays is called Britney or Kylie,
you can often guess when they were born, because it corresponds with that
particular star’s popularity.

Li: B TEFUTLAAL, A IR AT A AT SCE, AR S AR T2 b H e
Wz T4 .

Helen: That’s certain true. Dr Brassy mentioned Britney or Kylie as
examples. We know that Britney Spears and Kylie Minogue are both
very famous pop stars in the world.

Li: FT U IR Z K KA A1 % I 4 0 Britney 53 Kylie. JEAFAT—Wrikie
X5 H R A 212 A Ikt A

Helen: Now let’s hear from Teri and Brenda, can you tell how they named
their children?

Insert

Teri — | have children. | have one child, her name is Emma Charlotte, and she’s

named after her great grandmother.

Brenda — one of them | liked the name Kimberly, | had heard it on the television,
and other one | liked the name Julian at that time, because there were Julian,
Justin and Jason. And | just thought Julian was just quite a nice name.

Li:
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Li:
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Have you got the answers? Teri (1% /Lt Emma Charlotte, #k& T i
SMHEEIN 4, her great grandmother.

And Brenda has two children, one girl and one boy.

Brenda %l ic JLEL 4 5 Kimberley, R gl fe a8 L 0T 2] 73X A% FH A

.

And Brenda named her son Julian after picking out the name from a
choice of three.

BN, MW Brenda & 3 MkRE, #REFEREI #T3LM%, Julian, Justin B4
Jason. b= ¥ Julian.

WY, AEASRBEAEE T Haoran A RIEE N BRI R R 845
AR SRS A O AN SOMSERE I A4, FRATTAE BT Y H b g R[]
You can find answers to other Ask About Questions on our website.
FATR L2 www.bbechina.com.cn,  fRJE RSB WA, 3R
TR H .

Join us next time. Bye bye.
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