BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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British Gentlemen ZHE41

Finn: Hi, I'm Finn.

Yang Li: Hi, I'm Li. Welcome to Ask About Britain.

Finn: Now Li, when I'm in China, | have this kind of conversation almost
every day.

Yang Li: What is it?

Insert

Taxi driver: L 2

Finn: PRI B

Taxi driver:  FEM—IFH5HT?

Finn: AN o

Taxi driver: /A A #R44-, very gentleman!

Finn: HSL

Finn: So you know Li, | really do hear that very often, 415 [ AN #BIR 41

Yang Li: Yes, | think many people in China do have that impression. But, is it
true?

Finn: Well, are British men gentlemen? And actually, what is a gentleman?

Yang Li: TfA R R IR 1) 3545 H B Dok gk s L3 AN, A ) Amanda
[Fil 2 1) FRATTHE Y T 4 R 3 i) A

Insert

To many Chinese minds, they believe that British people are gentlemen. However |
heard that many young people are addicted to drinking and other things, and |
wonder whether British people really are still gentlemen as before?
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Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:

Insert

So, | think this is a really good question Li.

Indeed. 7 il M4 AN St AL 25 )R DE 1, I8 A B AATTEN S o (9 2
We? But Finn, before we do that let’s start by asking: what exactly is
a gentleman?

Well, 1 thought we should speak to a real expert about this. Diana
Mather runs a company called Public Image which teaches social
etiquette #2411,

W AR R T A LI WS iR g X

A gentleman in the old days meant somebody who was born with gentle birth;
which meant they didn't have to work. They usually were — they were born to a
family with money and they were taught how to behave.

Yang Li:

Finn:

Insert

XA, A IR W& ) 2 [ AL S T 2 805 0% /£ 211 social class, il
BARZ TP EH, BHE—NDAEANERET ORIk, ASRMFait

= i1 5 iE someone of gentle birth, or noble birth.

Yes, so these gentlemen back in the old days had a lot of time and
money. So they could spend their time learning how to behave
properly in society. Like this:

The etiquette of the British gentleman was always to stand up when a lady entered
a room, to walk on the outside of the pavement, to always give up his seat, to
carry her bags, always to pay for her if he took her out for dinner, never to swear
and not to smoke in front of her. That was a gentleman in the old days.
Unfortunately, there are not many of those gentlemen left.

Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:
Finn:
Yang Li:

Finn:
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AT TINS5 RN =B oAk, btk M giving up his
seat, it A L4, not swearing A ... It sounds just like you
Finn!

Do you think so Li, really? Well, I'm not so sure, but that’s very very
kind of you! Anyway, as Diana said, this was the traditional British
gentleman.

But Diana thinks there aren’t many of these left.

Which is exactly what our listener, Amanda, was wondering.

So, why is this?

Well, in many ways the society which allowed the old-fashioned

British gentleman to exist has changed; we no longer have such a
clear class system.
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Yang Li: LRI ETIE class system T4 KR EAMEAE T MRZXIEA WA LG
B LR ah - RE N ZER S . 92Ps L Diana N FTA RIS 5L E N iZ AR B —
FERAR 21 1 R

Insert
A gentleman today is somebody who has good manners, and good manners mean

treating other people with kindness, consideration and respect. And they are in fact
ageless, classless and priceless, and we all should have them.

Finn: Ok, so as Diana said, it’s really all about good manners.
Yang Li: RIFIIAT R
Finn: And good manners mean treating other people with kindness,

consideration and respect.
Yang Li: Kindness # K, 13, consideration /i and respect %,

Finn: And that these values are things we should all have. She said they
were ageless, classless and priceless.

Yang Li: Ageless RN 4ER K/, classless Aa4t4%540 /) and priceless TG
Hl. So being a gentleman really isn’t a question of class any more;

we can all try to have better manners.

Finn: Yes, and | think those qualities are equally important for both men
and women.

Now finally, before we go, | do want to clear one little thing up.
Yang Li: Ok.

Finn: The word gentleman which we’ve been using today is a noun, it can’t
be used as an adjective.

Yang Li: KSR EE, THA%EY very gentleman A4 gentleman &£ 41, 1A
TEA 1] o
Finn: That’s right, so language point over; | think we’re almost finished

here for the day.

Yang Li: BERMERF LW 2IIATIIM L FREE,  www.bbechina.com.cn X H 4
RERIGEE SO SRR H, TR LA EE

Finn: And why not write us an email to chinaelt@bbc.co.uk if you have any
questions of your own.

Yang Li: Now Finn, would a gentleman such as you like to invite me to dinner?

Finn: Oh definitely Li, of course. Now, shall we go to a restaurant?
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Yang Li: Yes.

Finn: Alright, here's a taxi. Taxil
Insert

Taxi Driver:  ZHfE?

Finn: P MUTHT— T BAFHIEEN, 471G 2
Taxi driver:  #FEM—1H 519 ?

Finn: HAETEHA

Taxi driver:  Z/H AR

Finn: I,
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