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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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The Cancan JEEEE

Andrea: Do you recognise that tune?

Jean: TG AN .

Andrea: Well, it’s a famous piece of music called Orpheus in the
Underworld.

Jean: AR, IR AT IR AN A B RS ) M R B i

Andrea: And it was written 150 years ago!

Jean: Wl U, AH T RS 150 4!

Andrea: Hello I'm Andrea Rose.

Jean: R, TRFEAE. ARIATEN RFA AR RX A5 4 VL E SRR, HERk
78

Andrea: And who better to tell us more about it than David Price, who's

written a book about it.
Insert

It’s very difficult to actually identify when it started. It sorted of emerged really,
around 1830.

Jean: David il Bt HLAE CLARMEHUE AW AA AT A g T 4Rk e HESE -

Andrea: It’s difficult to identify when it started. Identify.

Jean: Mo —F5 5k, TP BLAEAR AE W 5] pinpoint BEEESRZ AT A g T
UL o

Andrea: But he thinks it emerged or started in about 1830.

Jean: 1830. Wow, that’s a long time ago. ANl AT ASE, FERESE i F Vs 1)

AR, EIFAE MR ERE . 1A David IS4 .
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Insert

From what | can ascertain, it seemed to be men who did it first. They sort of
introduced a lot more athleticism, high kicks, generally prancing about and having

a good time.

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Insert

You mean men used to do the Cancan?

Absolutely. David At ihi 244712 55 Vs B OTARBERERESE,  £E 22— FHIRAT {4
Hilea s, HIRZIEaMG athleticism 7EHL L. IXEEBEER )
PEPT LAYESERR TOINN T AR 2 s B (3 1

How fascinating. And soon women decided that they wanted to join
in too.

BA TRV BN K 7 — 61 E % Mandy Kenwood A Al & — 7 FE B & s .

Here she is describing what she wears.

I guess the petticoats are the most important thing. They’re vintage, very, very
vibrant, very full and we do lots of petticoat work, lots of frou-frou, as you can
hear (sound of material rustling). And we have bespoke corsets and jewellery,
and we all have boots obviously with red-trimmed laces.

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Mandy %5 JATHREN T it i) HERE SR IR .
She’s wearing petticoats which are very important.

Petticoats #f#i. Zbih. PR Bk BERESE I AT & I 5 55 (24 2
KEEL, EEATNSIEH AR !

Ooh la la! Mandy describes the petticoats as vintage. That means
they are really old petticoats. She also says they are vibrant - that’s
colourful, and full - there’s lots of them.

Mandy it BifBA TR N L T 1T S 5 K bespoke corsets, /21l
IR I DAAN AT D (1) IR

They wear special jewellery and finally, she wears boots with red
laces.

B R EPEXMMEGU HERE SR W] — € ZERA XA SR P L 40 !
But what’s even more traditional are the high-kicks.

High-kicks. . FHERRZRN— ML O EREEEN M 2 XA 2 TR E
L5 2 F I A S 1

Ouch! Mandy explains how she trains other girls to do those high-
kicks.
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Insert

We use balloons. We start off with somebody holding a balloon and somebody
else kicking. And we raise, and raise and raise. And then we give the girls
homework to tie the balloon in a doorway. And kick and kick and kick until they
can remove the balloon.

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Insert

Mandy 45 AR T QAT HAL (K S5 2 Ay 27 313 m g BRI BRI . Al
ISR 2 IO IR 2T DA

Which someone else kicks. Then they make it go higher and higher.

IJale, XTI H U UERERIR, HETTH, — B ARG RN
1k

Wow that’s so high! Jean, do you think you could learn to do the
Cancan?

Well, Andrea, | think I might seriously injure myself so I'd better
not try! 7 —ANEREREE S VE 2 B R AR S5 N KBS X jump into the
splits.

And if you thought the kicks were difficult, take a listen to this!

You have to make sure you’re extremely warm and well-trained, and once you
reach that edge, as long as you’'re warmed up it’s not difficult. And there’s a
psychological part to it. People are quite frightened. Even when you can do the
splits, to run and launch yourself and jump into them is quite a psychological leap
from just gently going down into the splits. So it is quite hard.

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Mandy il il — g EORUEAE IR 4R BEE 2 BT 208 R HES, SRR R Al
B LRGBS SRS A2 T

But she also says that there is a psychological part to jumping into
the splits.

A psychological part WG 2% e, A Refril & LUs 2F0+
A&, KA.

Well, you’d better start practising! Until the next time, it’'s goodbye
from both of us at BBC Learning English. Bye.
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