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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Interview with Emmet X%
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And I'm pleased to say that Emmet is with me now. So you’re about to
go to University...

Emmet: That's right Feifei. | start in three weeks’ time.
Feifei: And what are you going to study, Emmet?

Emmet: I’'m going to be studying Mandarin Chinese and Linguistics, a joint
degree which is four years long.

Feifei: Wow. Emmet $ 2 E1e 20— Fr Ry 2E 2] PGEMTE 5%, Mandarin Chinese
and Linguistics. And Emmet, have you ever been to China before?

Emmet: | haven’t to be honest, so I've no preconceptions about the course, so
I’'m completely open-minded and it’s going to be a completely new
experience for me.

Feifei: Ok. Emmet % TIX/MEFE T##1IFA2, he has no preconceptions about
the course, 1H 24524 open-minded, EATTFHIN, FEERESZHMW &M
And have you got a Chinese girlfriend?

Emmet: | don’t, no.
Feifei: So why are you interested in China and learning Chinese?
Emmet: I'm just very interested in Chinese culture in general, in Chinese art

and | mean, | watched the Beijing Olympics last year and it was just
mind-blowing. And I've been reading up a lot about China and they say
by 2027, China’s going to overtake the United States as the world’s
leading economy.
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Emmet i 08 “E 1L 5t iz 252 mind-blowing JE# 4 A XA, fbiddi he's

been reading up about China. To read up about —{: 345 ) & Bt & £
BT . Emmet XA H W Emmet’s Student Diary. So what
sort of topics are you going to look at in the coming weeks?

First of all I'll just be taking a look at student life in London in general.
And what’s called Freshers’ week over here, which is, well it’'s a week
where enrolment takes place and you get to join a lot of new societies,
sporting events and it’s an exciting time around university.

Hmmm. Freshers’ week gl & &F N N 228 AR K 2l B o () 28— F, X — A
T A B IR AR H LE AN Ar 0 X0 7 e ) . KK BEARES IR S5 W Rl
27 2IEE? So Emmet, will people be able to write in to help you with
your Chinese?

Absolutely. If anyone can give me any advice out there, I'd be glad to
have it.

W Emmet W iiflh Ay K SKBES 15 & URfln A il —k ok ). Now
originally you’re from Ireland aren’t you?

That’s right, I'm from the Republic of Ireland.

Emmet X H T /5% Ireland. | don’t think many Chinese people know
about Ireland. What languages do people speak there?

We speak English. | also speak Irish, which is still taught in schools at
home. But most people don’t speak Irish, we speak English.

So you speak Irish. Can you teach me how | can say, “My name’s
Feifei” in Irish?

Yeah, course | can. Feifei is ainm dom.
Feifei is ainm dom.

Can you try that again?!

Yeah.

Feifei is ainm dom.

Ainm dom.

That'’s it.

Feifei is ainm dom.

Perfect!

I can speak Irish now! And, how does life in London compare to life in
Ireland?
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It’s not all that dissimilar. | mean, we’ve got the same language
obviously. Dublin is a very vibrant city, like London is.

I’'ve been to Dublin.

Yeah? Did you like it?

Yeah, I loved it.

Great. The weather’s a bit better over here.

Ok, well I have a bit of a surprise for you, Emmet. And this is a bit
mean because you haven’t started your course yet. But | have a little
quiz for you to do and it’s all about China. Are you ready, Emmet?

I am.

So let’'s have some quiz music.

Question one. Can you name two cities in China other than Shanghai
and Beijing?

Erm, I can. Fujian and Tianhin.

Fujian is a province. It’s not a city.

So Fuzhu?

Fuzhou is a city, ok. And the second one?
Tianhin?

Tianjin. Close to Beijing.

That sounds better to me!

Ok. Question number two. When was the People’s Republic of China
founded?

Fifty-nine years ago.
I think it’s nearly sixty.
Yeah. It’s sixty next month, in October.

Yeah, good. Question number three. How do you say “My name’s
Emmet O’Reilly” in Chinese?

You’ve got me I'm afraid. I can do Irish but not Chinese yet.
You will be soon. #IYy Emmet O'Reilly.

F Ny Emmet O'Reilly.
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Well donel!
Thank you.

MAEFRIEL Emmet —5KR4L, IXRAC EEH—AF, AVE G A RN HIXA
Tt 4. Could you recognise that character?

No, I'm afraid not.

MWL Emmet XKL LS DT, AT “H?7. 1t means sun.
Sun? Ok.

I think it’s one of the characters you will learn at the early stage.

Is it very common?

Erm, yes, it hasn’t got many strokes and it's quite easy to write.

Ok.

And last, question five £&XTfL ¥, Confucius. When did Confucius
live, Emmet? Was it: a) 2,500 years ago; b) 1,500 years ago; or c)
500 years ago?

Was it 1,500 years ago?

Nearly...

2,500.

Well done.

Well done Emmet, you’ve got two and a half of the questions out of
five right.

Thanks very much. Hopefully in a few weeks’ time I'll get a few more
than that right.

You'll get six out of five right! 4K BN CEEZAL T, ANk WIAETF
G T B REERATHIMES bbeukchina.com SKFJEL T ## Emmet 76 JE k4% bl
22 PGENETE . What was the name of your column again, Emmet?

Emmet’s Student Diary.

All right, well that’s something I'll definitely enjoy reading to relive my
student days! Now, I've got one more question for you.

Ok Feifei.
Do you know how to say goodbye in Chinese?

Not yet, but I'd like to learn.
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Feifei: Ok, it’s f L.

Emmet: 0.

Feifei: Well done. Shall we say goodbye to the listeners together?
Emmet: Ok.

Feifei: Ok, one, two, three...

Both: I
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