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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Space Message FHER

Helen: Hello, welcome to BBC Learning English. I’'m Helen.
Sun Chen: Hi, everyone. F 2R

Helen: Now, it’s the question that has gripped generations.
Sun Chen:  ifif HiX Al BUBAT B HAE AR B A B AFAT 1] .

Helen: Is there anyone out there?

Sun Chen: Out there & {UXANME FHTE U 5 I, & BB HEA fAN—Ff
K R A 2

Helen: Well, there is a plan to send a message to a planet just one trillion
miles away from us.

Sun Chen: Wow, #i—AE5 ERkES—Jk 5 B LIS ZS Al What's in the message?

Helen: It’s not been decided yet. A project has been launched to collect
messages from everyone. The most popular ones will be selected
and beamed into space in a few months’ time.

Sun Chen:  FrRAFRATH inl 1) J& AN ARAT IR R R A SR A E AR 45 R 52 v 25 2

Insert

I would like to send poetry.

I'd send a piece of music into space, probably one without words, a piece of
classical, maybe.

I would send lots of images of human beings, people, just so they can see what we
look like.

Helen: There’s an old saying that a picture is worth a thousand words.
Maybe pictures of people would be a good idea.

Sun Chen: %44, —IRE AN JT#ET 5. A picture is worth a thousand words. T
FHCEER, BATIAEAB AR T IR B g

Helen: And one lady would like to send poetry.

Sun Chen: Poetry #Fik, HRFIEI R EVRIPE AHIRABR T SLIELAAL, A e A

¥ P
.
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Helen: And someone wants to send a piece of classical music.

Sun Chen: That’s good because music is a very important aspect of our life on
earth. BEUEE AR LG 5 3 471 .

Helen: But where are the messages heading to? Here is astronomer
Professor Richard Nelson.

Insert:

We're talking about a system of three planets around a star called Gliese 581. This
is a small star about 30 percent the size of our sun, located about 20.5 light years
away. This is a very interesting planetary system, discovered only last year.

Sun Chen:  Richard ##%& LRICES, A R ATRIHG 2E 50445 B M R Bk 2 — NI
W A BT A4

Helen: Yes, the star was only discovered last year and it's called Gliese 581.
Sun Chen:  XAMEERA KM =2 — 4K, HEIAIA 20.5 MG,

Helen: But it’s the planets orbiting Gliese 581 that make it so important.

Sun Chen: Z1THil orbiting. FZEXMIE RIS H A =BT R M1 HRAE LI i i iite
AIREA KAFALE.

Helen: And as we believe, water is an essential ingredient of life.

Sun Chen: That's right, K2Em2 . IXAFFIEX PR EAEERNTT NS 2
K ?

Insert:

Probability of life out there is extremely difficult to quantify because the real
unknown in all of this, is knowing what are the ingredients of life itself.

Helen: It’s all about the unknown, isn’t it?
Sun Chen: Yes, itis. Richard A AILAEIRAE ULE R T 1 2D R AN EmES.

Helen: But even the scientists are not sure about what really makes up life
itself.
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Sun Chen:

Helen:

Insert

That's the difficulty. -2 gERF =S AT ICTE 12 3% AR Ay 4 G 22 A
Ao

Now let’s return to the subject of sending this new digital message to
space. What makes it different this time? Let’s hear from the project

organiser, Oli Madgett.

The earth has sent a radio wave very famously back in 1974 up into space, but it’s

been the preserve of scientists and the military and the government. This is the

first time that we’re allowing everybody to have their say and make their mark and

essentially, be in space.

Sun Chen:

Helen:

Sun Chen:

Helen:

Sun Chen:

Helen:

Sun Chen:

Helen:

Sun Chen:

Helen:

Sun Chen:

Helen:
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151974, NI WRIA 50 RIEME B AREIBAIHE, Xn[2Rl%R, EIiE
A EFKBUF R X — R EARF T .

Oli says this time, everyone can have their say.

A NHBH HL4 to have a say in something.

To make their mark.

B b4 1905 to make their mark.

And the best part is a chance to be in space.

Absolutely, 1X 7] 2 — RN FH MiFPLe .

Well, I've always believed in extraterrestrial life and if we get a

message back from space that would be amazing.

It might be a long, long wait.

Who knows? It could happen tomorrow. Anyway, do you believe in
extraterrestrial life? What message would you send into space?

Please share your thoughts with us.

T B ik 2 chinaelt@bbe.co.uk. T84T % H K.

Bye bye.
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