BBC Learning English — Audio Programmes 5k

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Andrea: Imelda Staunton.
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Andrea: She’s worked in theatre and in film.
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Andrea: Hello I'm Andrea.

Oliver: RFEUF, A Oliver.

Andrea: Imelda was born in London to Irish parents.
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Well, 1 was on my own a fair amount, | think, in the evenings. I’'d come home
through the shop, you know, and that was great, and that was lovely and busy.
But then I'd go upstairs and, you know, you’re on your own. And | think, you
know, | maybe created a world for myself.

Andrea: Imelda talks about creating a world for herself. As a child, she made
up stories and acted things out.
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Andrea: A fair amount is a gentle way of saying quite a lot. So you might say,
“He earns a fair amount of money”, which actually means he earns

quite a lot of money.
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Andrea: Off she went to drama school. The moment she arrived at RADA she
knew she wanted to train there.
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And you went into RADA and you went onto a stage, and they were in the dark
and you were lit. And | thought, ooh, this is what’s right. I thought well I'll never
never get in. And | remember my mother coming in and she said, “There’s a
letter here from the Royal Academy, shall | read it, shall | read it?” “Yep, if you
like, yep.” So she opened it, “Dear Imelda, I’'m delighted to say,” and | said
“Don’t joke about that, don’t do that to me, that’s not funny,” because | thought
that she can’t be [serious], and it was. So that was it.
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Imelda describes how she loved being on the stage at drama school.
The audience were in the dark and she was lit on the stage. She was
in the lights. She was lit. But she never imagined she’s get a place at
drama school.
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It said, “I’'m delighted to say...”
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But she had got a place in drama school and that was it. She began to
train to be the great actress that she is today.
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The film Vera Drake did brilliantly at the Oscars and Imelda got to
work with the famous British director, Mike Leigh.

TR AR E T K C AR, (HHE Imelda USSR JEP e ikt 78 0 REERI A (02—

Well, 1 felt that was a job well done. And we finished it, it's time we finished,
we’ve been doing it long and hard, and | knew the experience I'd had was the
most fulfilling of my working life.
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Imelda says that playing that part was a job well done. That means it
went well and the result was good. A job well done.
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Oliver, can you think of any jobs you’'ve done that have been fulfilling?
Not that much, actually.

That’'s a shame.
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Andrea: Well, she doesn’t seem to think that it is that hard.

Insert

I think there seems as if there’s a lot to it, if you talk it up. If you’re going to
build a wall, you have to know how to get the cement, and you have to know in
one way technically how to do it. But any emotional input, that’s up to you, no
director can give you that, but at the same time | do just like to do it.
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Andrea: She says that acting is a bit like building a wall. You need cement.

Oliver: IKYE

Andrea: And you need to know how to build it. You need to know how to do it
technically.
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Andrea: But when it comes to the emotions or feelings, it's up to you as the
actor. No director can tell you quite how to do it.

Oliver: BRNE, PG A VR ORI LE A O A I IR
Andrea: Hopefully she will continue to be a great actress!
Oliver: ANk, BT U T

Andrea: uUntil the next time with BBC Learning English.

Oliver: .
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