BBC Learning English — Audio Programmes Z#ifgi%

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Michael Sheen Z7R - £

What I'm trying to do is look for something in a mannerism or a vocal thing that
gives me some clue to what might be going on inside.

Neil: That’s Michael Sheen talking to us on BBC Learning English. I'm Neil.

Yang Li: KZx4f, LAWH. Michael Sheen 4i%} i LU & 2006 SEARFANEE G L7
R Ny

Neil: He played Tony Blair in The Queen and Frost in the hit musical Frost
and Nixon.

Yang Li: AAERZF CLE) Hrhdi 702 - oK, 30 CRalirke 5 JEsatt) Hhamie 7
R o

Neil: Both the film The Queen and the West End musical Frost and Nixon
have been well received.

Yang Li: Well received %3] 7 ¥%ill. So how does he prepare for one of these
biographical roles?

Neil: Biographical roles.

Yang Li: {&ictEf{5. Let’s hear what Michael has to say.

Insert

If there is video footage available then I'll watch that, and then there’ll be certain
bits that I might find more useful than others, then I'll audio record those and
listen to those over and over again. What I’'m trying to do is look for something in
a mannerism or a vocal thing that gives me some clue to what might be going on
inside.

Neil: He watches video footage and listens to audio recordings.

Yang Li: 8 #M A% and audio recordings.

Neil: What he is looking for is a mannerism.

Yang Li: Mannerism B4 FRAE X .

Neil: Or a vocal thing.
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Yang Li: K.
Neil: For clues as to what’s going on inside.

Yang Li: S BERWAERINLR . IABREIT)E - AR 0 2512 ko sk
FE I H R e ?

Insert

Well, vocally, before | ever worked on Tony Blair, | used to hear people talking
about his Estuary English and that kind of stuff. And once | started working on
him, you realise that actually the sounds that we tend to think of as being him
trying to sound like a commoner, are actually Scottish sounds.

Neil: Michael says that people tend to think that Tony Blair speaks Estuary
English.

Yang Li: Estuary English j& 55 [E 7 i i Ze i Ly syl — i A i Nt i) et . T U ey
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Neil: But in fact those sounds are actually Scottish sounds.

Yang Li: k&=

Neil: There are other things he noticed too about Tony Blair’s speech:

Insert

And then little things that | noticed that he would do, like, in an interview
situation when somebody asks him a question, that is a totally valid question, but
is just a question he doesn’t like the sound of, he’ll react to it as if it's a
completely invalid question. He’'ll sort of go ‘oh I mean, you know, come on,
that’s ridiculous...” and he does that whole kind of thing, which is actually very
clever because it sort of makes him seem like he’s being incredibly spontaneous.

Yang Li:  SFERRSAEJE - A RIRASEYORAN ARG, At R S S5 A8 A 1) U 5 4
ANBEROLI—HE

Neil: Yes, Tony Blair reacts to questions he doesn't like as if they are
completely invalid questions.

Yang Li: Typical isn’t it?

Neil: Yes indeed. So much for Tony Blair, now let’s turn to the role of David
Frost.

Yang Li:  ZET0R - SE P AR, XL JE SO AR AL B 2RO R L A
.

Insert

It’s very useful that my first scene in Frost Nixon is David Frost coming on at the
beginning of his chat show and doing the whole “Hello, good evening” and all that
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kind of stuff. What's great about it is that it gets that out of the way immediately,
and then the rest of the play is one of trying to get the audience to think again
maybe about how much they’ve underestimated him as a character. And so that
by the end of the play, hopefully it’'s a three-dimensional person, as opposed to
the two-dimensional person that people want him to be at the beginning of the

play.

Neil: The audience underestimate him as a character at the beginning.
Yang Li: Underestimate 1i&fli. DAaT A I#HEAME VE—AMRR WA .

Neil: But by the end of the play he is a three-dimensional person.

Yang Li: Three-dimensional it/ = &7 0. RIZARM—DN. BT i 5 2 TS
THER

Neil: Well, that’s all we have time for today and hope you get to see the film
or show for yourself. I am Neil.

Yang Li: FEMHFH . FX1H .
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