BBC Learning English — 5 Minute Programmes 5 4343 H

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.

T HANEE:
VTR R A 4 F AE TR F. A SOR RS PRI SRR e A1 H ek
.

Nursery Rhyme: ‘Mary Mary’ JLER (355 /NE B4R 558

Insert

Children singing: Mary Mary quite contrary, how does your garden grow? With
silver bells and cockle shells and pretty maids all in a row.

Andrea: Mary Mary Quite Contrary.

Jean: How does your garden grow?

Andrea: Yes, it’'s a well-known English nursery rhyme. Would you say you’re
quite contrary, Jean?

Jean: Quite contrary? dEH MR TK, Andrea T A IXFE A PRSI ?
Andrea: Hello and welcome to BBC Learning English. I'm Andrea Rose.
Jean: KFEUF, ot HAE.

Andrea: You might have guessed by now that we’re finding out about a famous
British nursery rhyme in today’s programme.

Jean: e R AR 2 N2 I INIEE XA SRR, AN AT S HEAN TR AR
M Al .

Andrea: Morag Styles has been studying the meaning behind popular nursery
rhymes.

Jean: $& Morag i, 4E%T%IF7'J/AL1§H’JJLE VLS 5 11 ) R0 S R AR Rl N
FEHT,  LEFRATTW T i BT A A

Insert

Mary would appear to be Mary Queen of Scots with her gay French background
and her Popish inclinations. And of course the pretty maids would be the four
ladies who were her ladies-in-waiting. And perhaps the cockle shells were the
decorations on a dress given to her by the Dauphin.
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Jean: Morag Viix g ik iEHHE 21 Mary Nzt 2 fe7E 1542 F R 1567 4R 1 J5

S BRI o

Andrea: “With silver bells and cockle shells...” | wonder what cockle shells are
Jean?

Jean: Well, cockle shells & Ffifgif PG4t bi— A N5 7e. Morag b iiak

F P T U AR R B R DL e R AR AT E A 2 IS [ 2 S B 45 P L AL AR AR i

Andrea: “And pretty maids all in a row”. Morag talks about Mary’s ladies-in-
waiting.

Jean: Ladies-in-waiting #t/e £ /aaiE A1 Lk
Insert
I think it’s a bit like Mary is showing off about her garden a bit.

The garden sounds really pretty and like she’s really rich and clever and sparkly.

Andrea: Those children are very perceptive.

Jean: Perceptive % I XL IRATE ), AT HE X i iions: -h 2 g
FIF R L F S IR A RS

Andrea: She likes showing off.

Jean: Showing off /Z#. ©/~x. Do you like to show off Andrea?

Andrea: Sometimes. Only if it’'s something I’'m really good at.

Jean: I wouldn’t show off if 1 were you!

Andrea: Thanks Jean!

Jean: ANWHENTTFRWTWT Chris Roberts 25 3AIA 4RI 27 ) Lk i g s e

Insert

There is a golden age of nursery rhymes in a sense from the reign of about Henry
the Eighth. So you're talking early 16" century. Mary, Mary Quite Contrary in its

current form only dates back to the 18™ century so it’s clearly written a long time
after Mary Queen of Scots existed.

Jean: Chris WRZ it 2 AW I E IR /E 16 iy, e demE E £ 5 R U
GEIE I RIS 1 o At i I8 — B 2 5 4 ) LI Y 35 6 X a golden age.

Andrea: So most of the rhymes were written in the 1500s. But this rhyme,
Mary, Mary Quite Contrary, only dates back to the 18th century,
according to Chris.
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Jean: FoR GO 5 X R AE 18 A RS 1, e ul, EIED
B 2 EGa g = I O 2l TARA T . FITA Chris JFA A Morag s
PERIARE .

Andrea: So who was Mary?

Jean: BRI P RS FIE T .

Insert

People are always trying to work out the derivation of nursery rhymes and there’s

no hope of ever identifying the true source of more than about a handful of
nursery rhymes.

Andrea: Morag says that it’s very difficult to work out the derivation of nursery
rhymes.

Jean: Derivation b, H13k. R NHARMTE IR ok, AR 2 N 2 40 2 H
MEMT

Andrea: In fact, she says there’s no hope of ever identifying or working out the
true source, the true background of why they were written.

Jean: AT BEE PRI HUZ T3 HE 2 KN L E e -

Andrea: Maybe it was Mary had a little lamb: “Its fleece was white as snow.
And everywhere that Mary went, the lamb was sure to go”.

Jean: Don’t be silly, Andrea. XN 5L F g A8 s B K B S 4 nT e —
N

Andrea: And | wonder what the story is behind that one.
Jean: HARAT AT FIRAIER ST T

Andrea: And on that note, it’'s goodbye from both of us at BBC Learning
English. Bye.

Jean: Bye!
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