BBC Learning English — Audio Programmes 5%
About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as

broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Nursery Rhymes: London Bridge is Falling Down JLE (EB0FERIRT)

Andrea: We all grew up singing nursery rhymes like this one, but do we know
much about them?

Jean: London Bridge is Falling Down {({&#ir£5n 7)Y , X2 sEEmEa4mM—1 )L
M, AN JE SR AR e ?

Andrea: Well, today on BBC Learning English we’re going to find out a little more.
Hello I'm Andrea Rose.

Jean: KEL, A,

Andrea: So, Jean do you know the words to the nursery rhyme, London Bridge is
Falling Down?

Jean: London Bridge is falling down, falling down, falling... London Bridge is
falling down... um...

Andrea: Well done, you got most of it!
Jean: Well, in China we know this nursery rhyme too.

Andrea: But do you know what this nursery rhyme is actually all about? Chris
Roberts, who has studied the history of British nursery rhymes, tells us
the story behind the rhyme.

Insert

This is a 10th century poem about the victory of King Olaf, who was fighting an
alliance with one English king against another. And what the poem is about is
about him attaching his ships to an old Saxon wooden bridge that crossed London
near where the current bridge is, and waiting for the tide and then towing that
bridge away. So it’s the destruction of a London bridge but a wooden London
bridge.

Jean:  Chris #RRAT, BCHHGRIET 10 HHTEIR, bR S (0 SO 00
i

Andrea: King Olaf, who was fighting with an English king against another English
king, attached or connected his ship to a wooden bridge in London and
then pulled it down.
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Jean: To attach £, #2& L. Olaf H FiMLREEM A RN L, REHEHSHE T .
Andrea: In fact, the bridge Chris is talking about was an old wooden bridge.

Jean: 14 R AR b2 AN R ), i DA AR B 8 2 (R4S S T A2 BATT4 R B
I8 JRE A T o

Insert

I like London Bridge but sometimes you kind of wonder what it means and you
never actually know. But you just think it’s nonsense but sometimes you find out to
be much more than that.

Andrea: This child, like so many of us, thought this nursery rhyme was just
something silly for children. She thought it was nonsense, something
that didn’t make any sense.

Jean: ANied JE Rt A X AN SR L ST EA R BB, ST e R IR A U

Andrea: But does it have a dark side?

Jean: Ooh, scary. ibFATTKNTUTHE L 5 Morag Styles X 1X 1 Wil il iR 11
Insert

There’s this element of fear in the poem. There’s a need for someone to watch over
the bridge. | mean there does seem to be some suggestion that human bones and
sometimes children’s have been found in bridges in different parts of the world,
from India and all over Europe.

Andrea Morag says that there is an element of fear in the poem.

Jean: Morag iiX B i LA — M RUE I R E

Andrea: She says that in some parts of the world, people’s bones have been
found in bridges.

Jean: MR B, That's scary. HXRX EFIIEAE W RERAATZ 1)L, 1
S NI . RIRE Chris A3RATWRE, X E RO 2 28 N ARG
ST .

Insert

With many buildings but particularly bridges, it was thought that the spirits of the

river needed to be placated in order for the building to stand up. There are many

legends alluding to the sacrifice of a child or a woman, put into the foundations of
buildings in order for them to stand up straight and not fall down.

Andrea: Bones were put into the bridges so that they wouldn’t fall down.

Jean: Chris 2| T placate %t Y& JsURASI AR I AATK 75 2 L YL ik
B, T HE RS AN B AR D R L, B A S I L A A5 5
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Andrea:

Jean:

Insert

He says there are lots of legends or stories that allude to this or talk
about this. So maybe this nursery rhyme is about spirits and bones too.

140 Morag i, X AIANE — MR LAK,  Zaxtf— AR M i AAET IR
(¥ R o

This is one which seems to have some rather uncomfortable even quite nasty

roots.

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

When Morag talks about roots she means where it comes from.

The roots of nursery rhymes are sometimes nasty. /&1, &
ok, ARZ ) LA FES AT B R AR LE AR ¥

So what are your favourite nursery rhymes, Jean?
BATP A AT LR AT, AN AT AT A ARAR AT b A HEANE K

I like Three Blind Mice, and in that one, their tails get cut off with a
carving knife.

AR ) LHOL S IR FURR G BB VF £ .

Please don’t have any nightmares! Anyway it's goodbye from both of us
at BBC Learning English. Bye.

Bye!
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