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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Emmet’s Christmas Interview X1 %1 Emmet

Feifei: KT, WAy i BBC 48 M bbcukchina.com 4 KRR H o FiE
YAE[EETEN

XIANE, FRWIATERZ mince pie At SEUET I HZ I R YOl R ST 3411
SRR R 2 TR 550 H

WIRARSE bbecukchina.com [ g%, A L4%) Emmet Conlon O’Reilly
N E—EAEA, MERNIAE W LA K FRE LT “lemeAdlz” .

REANREFLIX AN SR oK, KA, BRI TR AR, SEAE AR T

E Emmet JFRBIX/MER AT, TIARF XV T, 4K Emmet BCRE| T
AT % . Hello again Emmet.

Emmet: Hello Feifei, how are you?

Feifei: I'm good, thank you. F&MIESE, R4 472

Emmet: &MY Emmet.

Feifei: Hmm. Well done. &7t BBC LTAf. #RAEMELLAE? IR ?
Emmet: T4,

Feifei: g

Emmet:  FRIR AT WAERASUARZ T, Al 2N i%ZR ] .

Feifei: Well done Emmet! | just wanted to test you there, now you’ve been
studying Chinese since September.

Emmet: That's right.

Feifei: PROEAF AR K it KBk JE A4 7 What have you found most difficult?

Emmet: Well at first | actually found writing Chinese characters quite difficult
because we study traditional characters rather than the simplified

version.

Feifei: Really?
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So | found that tough to begin with because I'd literally never written a
Chinese character. So that took a while. But once we got used to
stroke order and how to construct a character it gets a lot easier, |
think. After about week five that became a lot easier. At the moment |
think I find tones a lot harder. We don’t get too much time to practise
tones and speaking generally. So the other day my tutor asked me to
describe my family home and | said F% 155 FiiskfA 1 and of course |
meant to say

EERLD

Exactly. | meant to say kA # so “There are trees in front of my
house” not books.

So have you got a Chinese nhame?

I don’t at the moment actually. In fact, in the new year I’'m thinking of
doing a blog entry about Chinese names and Irish names and asking
listeners to write in with possible suggestions of Chinese names.

Hmm. We'll help you with your Chinese name then.

Great.

PRER— mince pie '8? Otherwise I'll eat them all.

Thanks Feifei.

Pleasure. fRiCid i, ERIEIRELT —E 5 AUV, Wir 5 78, R8T
2.5/%r. So last time we met | made you do a special quiz, and you got
two and a half out of five. Do you want to try your luck again today?
Yeah, why not?

Good. Let’s have our special quiz music!

No, no, no. AEANRER s ) LEETK R B ik 5 4 2

OK Emmet, are you ready?

Yep, I'm ready.

Then I'll begin. Question one. XA i) _EyR B AR, ANiTIREH T . Xk
ARG . When did Confucius fL-F live? Was it: a) 2,500 years ago;
b) 1,500 years ago; or c) 500 years ago?

| think it was 2,500 years ago.

Are you sure?

Yeah, I’'m pretty sure.
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Well done.
G !

Question number two: history. Which dynasty came after the Ming
Dynasty? HJHH2 J5 2 WA~ AR 2

I think it was the Qing Dynasty, the last of the dynasties.

Good — that is the correct answer. Let’s stay with history with question
number three, XA EESE T A TF E P K KB . It is said that China
gave the world four great inventions. Can you name two of them?
Erm, | think one was the printing press.

EfTRIA

And | can’t think of another right now.

OK, the other three are: the compass 5/ %l, gunpowder ‘x5, and
paper 4. Now question number four: HiZ, geography. Can you name
three provinces, 41/, in China?

Yeah, | think so. Fujian, Hunan and Xienjing, Xinjong ...

i .

Xinjiang.

Very good. All right, last question. How do you say ‘computer’ in
Chinese?

| think it's HiJi.
Good! Very well done, this -

| really like this word because it’s an interesting word how such a
modern word literally translates as ‘electric brain’ — is that right?

Yeah, itis.

So this time you got four and a half out of five. Congratulations Emmet.
Cheers.

Big progress!

Cheers.

AR PATSFANZI T HIE B BT, AT ANT H 25 2S5 R ORI
So Emmet, what are you doing for Christmas this year?
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I’'m going home for Christmas. I’'m gonna fly home early morning
Christmas Eve and | love doing this because everybody’s in good form
in the airport and it’'s just a great atmosphere around the place.

Everybody’s in great form — &N N&RKEM R, P 5E. Great. #ERE
TR p 5 — R 2B YRR LA 4, AEARTIZOE B AL LT ? Tell
us what happens on Christmas Day itself.

Well for me, we get up early, we go to Mass generally, which is an Irish
tradition really. And then after that we have friends and family round
for dinner. Dinner is a big thing on Christmas day, for us anyway. It
takes hours of preparation and it’'s going to be great. I’'m really looking
forward to seeing everyone from the family.

Cool. So when do you open your presents | wonder, before or after
eating your dinner?

First thing in the morning of course. It brings out the child in everyone
I think!

It brings out the child in everyone. K& 5% 11 2E M1 24 R R J5 AN 2
— RS R I B S AL, A N R b s BN I 2. AN
AR T PRALY), T IRifEg T —A~/MLA). Here's a present for you
Emmet!

A% 4. Do you want to have a look and see what it is? Oh sorry about
the pink wrapping paper.

It's very festive to be honest.

It's very feminine.

‘Chinese Cookery Secrets’.

EE—AEFZ P EEEN LS. Do you like it?

Yeah | do.

Do you like Chinese food?

| do, I love Chinese food.

Any favourites?

Any favourites... | tried something the other day for the first time, |
think it was Szechuan food. Duck Eggs in Jelly. And it sounds really
strange but it was delicious. But this is perfect — my cooking isn’t very

good so this will come in really handy in Beijing.

It'll come in handy — J7fiift;, HHI#. Good.
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Well it’s time to say goodbye now. Do you know how to say Happy
Christmas in Chinese?

Emmet: Yeah I think so. ik 5!

Feifei: Good good. kAR !

Feifei: OK, so together let’s wish all our listeners a happy Christmas. Ready?

Emmet: Yeah.
Feifei: 1,2,3.

Both: SEHER R

bbecukchina.com

5/5



