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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Insert
William: Who do you think is the most famous writer in English?

A: Shakespeare?
B: 1 would say Shakespeare.
C: Well, it’'s got to be Shakespeare.

Wiiliam: Shakespeare? Ok, that’s the correct answer.

Li: Yes, Shakespeare is the correct answer! #5- HVE 5% E S0 2R ) s b fe s
(RE NFIRIAE SR, AR50 )5z e R T R SR 2 35 42 R A BT 5 0t ““ftb AN
HgF— MR T 4", Now the question is, how much do you know
about Shakespeare?

William: Well, we’re going to be taking you on a journey of discovery of the Bard of
Avon right here on BBC Learning English. I am William Kremer.

Yang Li: KREUF, FREWH . TATHIET —BR RS H (T #s L) , JOUE, ik
KRN FERFR LTS L LE A et Eedun, A PR PR ORI A D 1R 5 613 1 44 5 A
(P

William: His great comedies and tragedies.

Yang Li: AN = R R

William: And also something most relevant to you. Learning about Shakespeare can

be full of fun.

Yang Li: JE M), k5 )P L H W AR R A B A THRIBR R LR I ), 5 H T L B R AR
ERWECUIRSE, R RV, i, S RFHE 4, Shakespeare the
Man 75+ A

William: Now in talking about Shakespeare the man, there is no better place to start
our journey than his birthplace.

Li+Will: Stratford-upon-Avon.
Yang Li: PUAEFR B T I5 LU 2 Jrkp R AR, DR A IR ANS NS, T3 ST, B AR R O 1

SO IR TR B R A . Stratford—upon—Avon. A RAERF RIS LWL 5 e
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., I'm joined by Dr Nick Walton, Lecturer in Shakespeare Studies at The
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust.

Hi Nick it’s a great pleasure to have you on the very first programme of the
Shakespeare series with BBC Learning English.

Nick: Thanks very much Li, nice to be with you.

Yang Li: So we are here right at the very ground where Shakespeare was born.
Nick: That’s right.

Insert

(Exhibitor at leather workshop)

Exhibitor: Yes it is right. This is John Shakespeare’s leather workshop.
Yang Li: R TH T AR L3 IE I 2H 75 -1 0 A0 FEH S8 B8 1277 ) — L6 J 4
Exhibitor: And he made small leather goods, pockets, purses, gloves, and every

gentleman would need a sword holder.

Yang Li: So looking at Shakespeare’s life, would you say that he’s a self-made man?

Nick: I would say he’s a self-made man because he didn’'t go to university, as
some other playwrights did in the time, he was the son of a glover. He
went on to become the world’s most famous playwright and poet, then to
come back to Stratford to buy the second biggest house in the town, and
also to own over 100 acres of land. That seems to me very much evidence
of somebody who made their way in the world from a relatively humble
origin to begin with.

Extract from Taming of the Shrew

(Acting at the museum)

Actor: My master’s grown quarrelsome. | should knock you first, and then | know
after who comes by the worst...

Yang Li: P13 7 78 03 IF 726 5 25 ) /7 ) 149, Taming of the Shrew.

Actor: ...Help, masters, help! My master’s gone mad!

Yang Li: In acting Shakespeare’s plays how do you feel about that experience?
Actor: To perform Shakespeare in the house where he was born is utterly

fantastic. To think that he was living in the next room writing all of his
plays, and we are here performing it, is very special indeed.
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Yang Li:

Nick:

Yang Li:

Nick:

Yang Li:

Nick:

William:

So, Nick, we know that Shakespeare was able to probe the human spirit
with great insight in all his plays. What sort of life experience gave him
that power?

One of the things to be aware of, is that Shakespeare would have been a
great observer. And there are many things that happened during
Shakespeare’s own life which we can perhaps see reflected in his plays. For
instance, Shakespeare’s father, John, fell into debt late in his life. This
would have been quite a traumatic situation, an experience for his father.
Other elements of Shakespeare’s life which perhaps reflect in his plays are
his interest in things like twins. Shakespeare had twins himself, Judith and
Hamnet.

You mentioned that Shakespeare was married at the age of 18 to
somebody who was 8 years older. That was very unusual wasn’t it?

It was unusual for the time. Shakespeare was young to marry but what we
do know is that actually the reason for this was that Ann Hathaway was
pregnant at the time. Pregnant with their first child and for this reason
perhaps it was a slightly speedy marriage to some extent. But | think what
it does show, as well, is that we see Shakespeare the young man in love.

In terms of temperament, what kind of man was he? Was he comic? Was
he serious? What would you say?

His plays suggest a very sympathetic figure. Somebody who understood
the sort of problems which people find life facing them with. That might be
the madness of love, it might be the sadness of grief, it might be the biting
sense of ambition which somebody feels. But | feel that Shakespeare was
somebody who was sympathetic, somebody who was curious, and
somebody really who was non-judgemental. Shakespeare doesn’t judge his
characters, he simply presents them as they are, and he leaves the
judgement for us, the audience, really.

Hello and welcome back to the studio. Did you find that difficult to
understand? Don’t worry because in a minute Li and | will be listening
again to some of her interviews from Stratford. But before that, did you
know that in Shakespeare’s plays we can find a special phrase for when we
find something difficult to understand. Let’s find out more with our new
feature: S words.

S Words: It’s all Greek to Me ¥&4E

Insert

(Someone speaking Greek)

Presenter:

M? XMW LT AR L ?

XN I Greek. FRUTIEEN? A .. XIELTAIS RENG T 545
e NSRRI RO 1 — B g, Julius Caesar.
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Example

Cassius:
Casca:
Cassius:
Casca:

Presenter:

Example

Cassius:
Casca:
Cassius:
Casca:

Presenter:

Examples

Woman:

Man:

Presenter:

Example

Casca:

S Words

William:

Yang Li:

Did Cicero say anything?

Ay, he spoke Greek.

To what effect?

Nay, an | tell you that, I'll ne'er look you i' the face again: but those that
understood him smiled at one another and shook their heads; but, for
mine own part, it was Greek to me.

I HH J) B v A A B N . PRk BRI R AR AT 2 B A T Greek. T 2B
TX4—f)i%. It was Greek to me, #if2EIm%&A AW Cicero 7EiiLeft
2y IR IAAPE R B EE

Did Cicero say any thing?

Ay, he spoke Greek.

To what effect?

Nay, an | tell you that, I'll ne'er look you i' the face again: but those that
understood him smiled at one another and shook their heads; but, for
mine own part, it was Greek to me.

WA LW XA G, It was Greek to me L4 B ATV B — ) %
. It's all Greek to me. ZUAPGEF XSS, It's all Greek to me. T
FeAT— SR W AT TAEDR S AR 3 v ] e FH X AN BB TR

| just can’t understand anything in this computer manual! It’'s full of
technical language. It's all Greek to me!

What do they want? What are they asking in this application form? | don’t
understand it at all. It’s all just Greek to me.

WEPS LI, XA AR MANEH KA ? M Rt — 2SR iR, AT RELL
XAJEAF LA K, ASAT 4 252V SR 4 ) Julius Caesar.

But those that understood him smiled at one another and shook their
heads; but, for mine own part, it was Greek to me.

You're listening to BBC Learning English with me, William Kremer, and
Yang Li. Welcome back from Stratford Li!

OK. T RM=7rBh AN William Rt i TR vy sk & h OB i AT UHi . 94K
FA eI LIRS 2535 H SCF . Now, William, my very first question for you:
why is Shakespeare called The Bard?
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William: The word bard is an old-fashioned English word for a poet. But what is
significant about calling Shakespeare The Bard, is actually the word ‘the’,
which suggests that Shakespeare is the greatest poet of all.

Yang Li: Interesting, bard HHEHEIEFN, B0 LA the, The Bard sl 775
LT RRR, AR, R E - IRRRTEA

Willliam: Looking at Shakespeare as a self-made man, we heard phrases like: the
son of a glover.

Yang Li: KT LT

William: He had twins.

Yang Li: L LA — XA

William: Humble origin.

Yang Li: 398

William: He made his own way in the world.
Yang Li: H O T —Ems % .

Insert

I would say he’s a self-made man because he didn’t go to university, as some other
playwrights did in the time, he was the son of a glover. Shakespeare did so much in a
lifestyle from relatively humble origins; in the fact that he owned his own acting
company, he was a part shareholder in the Globe Theatre, then to come back to
Stratford to buy the second biggest house in the town, and also to own over 100 acres of
land. That seems to me very much evidence of somebody who made their way in the
world from a relatively humble origin to begin with.

William: One of the amazing things about Shakespeare’s plays was that there was
something for everybody, rich or poor.

Yang Li: WL RE ARG Z WG, FHEASMT RBEAFENA 2.

William: They also have a universal appeal.

Yang Li: Universal appeal XJ4ER5SHNHAG WG] .

William: We often wonder what kind of man Shakespeare was and what makes

Shakespeare Shakespeare?
Yang Li: Good question. W LIEWFTERAMEAREKIANE? Let's hear what Nick said.
Insert
One of the things to be aware of, is that Shakespeare would have been a great observer.

And there are many things that happened during Shakespeare’s own life which we can
perhaps see reflected in his plays.
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Yang Li: B —e 2 — B g% . A great observer.

William: A great observer indeed. Nick also said something about his temperament,
there are three key words he used.

Insert
But | feel that Shakespeare was somebody who was sympathetic, somebody who was

curious, and somebody really who was non-judgemental. Shakespeare doesn’t judge his
characters, he simply presents them as they are.

Yang Li: KA B T =AN SR
William: He was sympathetic, curious and non-judgemental.
Yang Li: HAHFIOM sympathetic 7% (1) curious Ak ELS N TS50, #ig non-

judgemental. | think another aspect of Shakespeare was that he was very
philosophical wasn’'t he?

William: That's exactly what we’re going to look at next week. Shakespeare the
philosopher.

Yang Li: N RABAPE R AT K P E Y, W E Y. Bye bye.

William: Bye bye.
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