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This royal throne of kings, this scepter'd isle.

Swits and spurs, swits and spurs; or I'll cry a match.

There is nothing good or bad but thinking makes it so.

Li: KK, BRMF . WU y5 L LR 2410157 H William Shakespeare. 4K
F#ERB Y William, )2 William Kremer. Hi William.

William: Hello Li. So today our programme is called Shakespeare the Historian. And

we’re going to be talking about Shakespeare’s history plays — all the plays
he wrote about old kings of England.
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William: And one of the greatest of Shakespeare’s history plays is Richard Il. So in

today’s programme we’re going to talk a bit about that play and what it
tells us about Shakespeare’s approach to history.
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Hi Michael, thanks very much for coming along today.

Michael: Hi. It’s nice to be here.
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Michael: OK. Well, compared with China, Shakespeare’s England was a very very

small place Li, a very small place. You know if Ming Dynasty China maybe
had one hundred million people, England had three million people. So we
are talking about a very small place but at this moment in the history of
England, very great energies of history were coming out and above all, this
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was caused by the changes in education, where grammar school education
was possible for much more people in the population than any time before
in history anywhere in the world. So Shakespeare, first of all, is product of
this revolution in education. Second, Shakespeare is born at a time of great
psychological change. For a thousand years before his time, England had
been a Christian Catholic country owing allegiance to the Pope in Rome.
But, in the time of Shakespeare’s father, the old religion was swept away
and a new religion of Protestantism was put in. So Shakespeare is born,
just, as we say, on the cusp, on this moment of change and this will
condition the way he looks at history.
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This is a difficult question. These are plays, not history. But the central
story is true; this is exactly what happened and the main characters in it
are all real people. And of course these issues in history were very very
important and difficult issues in Elizabethan England because many people
had described Queen Elizabeth as being like Richard Il. She had no heir,
she had no children. People criticised her for having friends and favourites
and not being impartial and just towards the people at large. So this was a
very dangerous subject to take.

Shakespeare portrays Richard Il as an unwise king, but he is a very
sympathetic character isn’t he? We see this very painful process of Richard
getting used to not being king, just being an ordinary person. And, at the
end of the play, we feel uneasy. We know he was a bad king but we do feel
sorry for him. Shakespeare doesn’t just tell us to hate this man, does he?

Yeah. You know, the great Hollywood film director Billy Wilder, he had
these rules about how to make a great cinema film. And he said one of the
important rules is “Don’t tell the audience what to think”. Now Shakespeare
never tells people what to think; you make up your mind, he lets you
decide.
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This royal throne of kings, this scepter'd isle,
This earth of majesty, this seat of Mars,

This other Eden, demi-paradise,

This fortress built by Nature for herself
Against infection and the hand of war,

This happy breed of men, this little world,
This precious stone set in the silver sea,
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Which serves it in the office of a wall,

Or as a moat defensive to a house,

Against the envy of less happier lands,

This blessed plot, this earth, this realm, this England
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That speech is one of the most famous speeches of Shakespeare. The
interesting thing about the speech of course is that although it has the
wonderful build up in its description of England as a scepter’d isle and its
people being a happy breed of men, a precious stone set in a silver sea,
the blessed plot, this England, of course the speech ends by saying “is
leased out”. It’s finished. So there’s a wonderful twist at the end. Now, this
tells you some fascinating things about Shakespeare. His obsession with
history in part is a nostalgia for the old world of his parents.

Now Michael AT D0 4 — L A M ) —AN ) Ut je, IR SR IB ST 4 5 2t A2
Wow, that’s a difficult one. The Shakespeare phrase and saying that | use
most often | used to use with my children, is one from Hamlet: “There is
nothing (either) good or bad, but thinking makes it so”.

Great, yes!

Well Michael, thanks so much for joining us today. It’'s been a pleasure to
have you on the programme and it’s been a real eye-opener too.

Yes, thank you very much indeed for joining our programme today. IF7 /&
W Michael.

Thank you so much.
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Romeo:
Mercutio:

Oi! Come here! Come here!
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wild goose chase 1 fig XA BT B

Swits and spurs, swits and spurs; or I'll cry a match.

Nay, if thy wits run the wild-goose chase, | have done; for
thou hast more of the wild-goose in one of thy wits than, I am
sure, | have in my whole five: was | with you there for the
goose?
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Thou wast never with me for anything when thou wast not
there for the goose.

I will bite thee by the ear for that jest.

Nay, good goose, bite not.
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Nay, if thy wits run the wild-goose chase, | have done; for
thou hast more of the wild-goose in one of thy wits than, I am
sure, | have in my whole five.
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Barry asked for this DVD for Christmas. But | can’t find a copy anywhere!
I've just been on a wild goose chase all over London looking for it.

My professor told me to go to the library for the book so | went there. But
then the librarian told me that the book was on loan to another library in
Sussex. So | phoned them up and they said that according to their records
my professor currently has the book. I've wasted the whole morning on a
ridiculous wild goose chase!

XS AT AR 2] B TE a wild goose chase. WGl R & 4k40Wr S words, Fdi]
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Come here! Come herel!
Now let’s now listen again to some clips from our interview with Michael
Wood.
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So Shakespeare, first of all, is product of this revolution in education.
Second, Shakespeare was born at a time of great psychological change.
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Now, why was Richard Il a very controversial play for Shakespeare? Let’s
listen again.

And of course these issues in history were very very important and difficult
issues in Elizabethan England because many people had described Queen
Elizabeth as being like Richard I1I.

It was a controversial play because many people described Shakespeare’s
queen, Elizabeth, as being similar to Richard I1.
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This tells you some fascinating things about Shakespeare. His obsession
with history in part is a nostalgia for the old world of his parents.
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Well, I do hope that you have enjoyed this look at a great history play,
Richard I1.
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Till then, bye!



