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Insert
If music be the food of love, play on.
If you desire the spleen, and will laugh yourself into stitches, follow me.

And sleep, that sometimes shuts up sorrow’s eye, steal me awhile from mine own
company.

Li: KEUF, WADWr T fgobH el RAV R TudE - SRERPD L. REWA], ARER
G5 R TRFER AT 5. Hello William!

William:  Hello again Li. Well, last week we were looking at Shakespeare’s history plays.
This week we’re going to talk about his comedies and we’ll be focussing on
one of his most popular and, some would say, one of his funniest plays,
Twelfth Night.
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William:  Well, here to talk about Twelfth Night, and Shakespearean Comedy, we have
a real expert — Gregory Doran. Greg started out as an actor but for over
twenty years he has been working as an award-winning director for the Royal
Shakespeare Company, where he’s now Chief Associate Director and one of
the most acclaimed Shakespearean theatre directors in the UK. Greg Doran’s
latest production is Twelfth Night, which is currently in London and getting
some great reviews.

Li: NIRRT 2 38 5 Greg IVIRSE T, WEATESAT OC R R % A PR A Bk ik
ATRIPERIME, S0AN RE AT LRl R80T H 307 He. Greg, thanks so much for
joining us today.

Gregory: It's a pleasure to be here.

bbcukchina.com



Li:

Greg:

Li:

Insert

Orsino:

William:

Greg:

Li:

Greg:

William:

Greg:

What, for you, makes Twelfth Night special?

Do you know, | think Twelfth Night is unlike Shakespeare’s other comedies.
It’s a slightly later comedy. The earlier comedies don’t quite, for me, have the
depth that Twelfth Night has. This may be because he wrote Twelfth Night
after he had written Hamlet. In fact, | think it was probably the play he wrote
next after Hamlet. The depth of the analysis of being in love and how close
that love can be to obsession and how close that obsession is to madness. So
many people in the play are described as mad in one way or another.
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If music be the food of love, play on;

Give me excess of it, that, surfeiting,

The appetite may sicken, and so die.

That strain again! It had a dying fall:

O, it came o'er my ear like the sweet sound,
That breathes upon a bank of violets,
Stealing and giving odour! Enough; no more:
'Tis not so sweet now as it was before.

Greg, what is a Shakespearean comedy?

Well, there’s a very simple definition of comedy versus tragedy; which is at
the end of tragedy people die and at the end of comedy they tend not to!
Things generally speaking turn out all right at the end of comedy; people find
the love they are looking for, but somehow in Twelfth Night there are an awful
lot of people who are left behind, like Malvolio and Toby Belch and Maria
perhaps. Certainly Feste, certainly Antonio.

R 25 AT A R T, e ss -+ A i Viola sl Zc# 533% cross-dressing,
L B A L TFVEA AT 24 B R g2

There are two things | think relevant to this. One is of course that in
Shakespeare’s day all the actors were men. And so the women were played
by the boy actors. So, Viola looks at all the other characters in the play from a
shifted perspective, which is not quite male but is not female either. And |
think that makes her such an extraordinary character. So there are all sorts of
really interesting themes about the characters that gain a kind of freedom by
cross-gender dressing.

But none of the characters have the same perspective as the audience,
because it’s only the audience that knows everything in this play.

That’s right. That’s what’s so delicious about it. When you get to the final
scene, it’s a delightful working out of a very clever piece of plotting on
Shakespeare’s part.
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Well, 1 would have to say that | think there’s something very special about it
because I'm a twin myself. My twin sister lives in America and we are
separated by distance. But | realised when | was researching the play that
Shakespeare himself had twins. He had a boy and a girl, like me and my
sister. When the boy, whose name was Hamnet, reached his eleventh
birthday, shortly after that, he died. The first recorded production we have of
Twelfth Night was also played on Candlemas, on what would have been the
twins’ seventeenth birthday. And so, somehow, though in life he can’t solve
the pain of the separation of those twins, in the theatre he can bring those
twins back together when each of them thought the other was dead. And |
find that very moving indeed.

There’s no better director to direct this play as you are.
It’s very kind of you to say so!
You are the best person, with that experience!

N RBAT /ML H IS S Words, W iRg i iaiEs My s . KI5 TR
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If you desire the spleen, and will laugh yourself
into stitches, follow me.

7t Shakespeare’s ffJ= i Twelfth Night B Maria #HILEGIEE, Maria il Sir
Toby Belch FRUlGE—ANEHGFREMAARVE: HEHF I Malvolio %% yellow stockings
GRS

If you desire the spleen, and will laugh yourself
into stitches, follow me.

Yond gull Malvolio is

turned heathen, a very renegado; for there is no
Christian, that means to be saved by believing
rightly, can ever believe such impossible passages
of grossness. He's in yellow stockings /

Maria Ut Sir Toby Belch Flfthff] [FIfEAGEE G, LR T AR B O spleen H
AR A1) spleen s AT, #GH AEMIIFT 4% stitches 484) .

If you desire the spleen, and will laugh yourself
into stitches, follow me.

TXANRLVE 1 RIE N B DETEE S BURILAE X A TR R A AR . AATTARER R W REEI i in
stitches. AT R Ur 2641,
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...and just as she was saying it, Tom came in behind her and you should have
seen the look on his face! We were just all in stitches!

If you really want to have your audience in stitches make sure you make
jokes that are linked to their own experiences.

DL H RS D485 400 ZAERIDI S, HIRIRAE P WFEIZLR H, Rt F 2
they still have the audience in stitches.
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If you desire the spleen, and will laugh yourself
into stitches, follow me.

We heard there about Malvolio being tricked into wearing yellow stockings.
It’s a very funny scene, isn’t it Greg, but it’s also quite a cruel trick that they
play on Malvolio.

Poor old Malvolio, he is banished to a dark house, he’s locked up as if he is a
madman. So there’s a very very dark strain in the play.

B BATEE R — A 5 R N, R SIS ET S 214 ? Do you have a
favourite quote, saying or even word from Shakespeare, Greg?

You know, there’s a lovely line, it’s not a famous line, from a Midsummer
Night’s Dream, when Helena, one of the young lovers, she hates herself, she
hates what she’s done, and she finally says:

And sleep, that sometimes shuts up sorrow's eye,
Steal me awhile from mine own company.

And | think that’s beautiful; the idea of “Let me go to sleep and | can forget
what a terrible person I am”. “Steal me awhile from mine own company”, |
love that.

Well, with that we have to draw this interview to a close but it’s very
enlightening. Thank you very much for joining us today.

Thank you very much indeed.

Yes, thanks a lot Greg. Now let’s stop and press ‘rewind’ to listen again to one
or two bits from that conversation.

HEEATRIEINZ — N T Greg 4= AN B ) 2RO R A 30, KK IR I3 ?

Well there’s a very simple definition of comedy versus tragedy; which is at the
end of tragedy people die and at the end of comedy they tend not to!

So, at the end of tragedy people die and at the end of comedy they tend not
to!
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Did you hear why Greg thought that Viola was an extraordinary character?
So, Viola looks at all the other characters in the play from a shifted
perspective, which is not quite male but is not female either. And I think that
makes her such an extraordinary character.

Ly AR R L T LA E A R E S a shifted perspective, 816K, AN
IFi] ) £ 5

Also, did you hear that Greg has something in common with Viola and
Sebastian?

Well, I would have to say that | think there’s something very special about it
because I'm a twin myself.

J5ok Greg 274, WA AT XA L, Al AE B IR,
AR AEER S AR, RAESURAESR G BRI

That’s all for this week. Next time we’ll be completing our look at
Shakespeare’s genres with an examination of his tragedies.

S, N AR PR IS L EEE R, R R A e X F A4 R ARE] Macbeth.
Ah, the Scottish play!
Join us then!

Bye!
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