BBC Learning English — Shakespeare

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Insert

The biggest fear in Shakespeare is the one that you put on yourself; so | would say: be
open to it and just have fun with it.

Shakespeare is universal, no matter what language you speak, no matter what country
you’re from. That’s why Shakespeare is able to be performed all over the world.

You couldn’t possibly do Shakespeare without increasing your confidence in every way |
think, not just in your speaking, but also in your emotional confidence and your courage
to express yourself clearly and forcefully.

Yang Li: KEUF, Bottki. HIVEIZEEST H g, FRIEBIR AT, BB R U5 11
HARFLEGL Sy, Uiy, AR EARA S E R . X EF 3. You are in for a
treat!

William: Yes! We’ve saved the best till last with an interview with a group of

budding young actors. Hi, I'm William Kremer. For this last programme Li
and | have come to the Globe theatre. A group of students from Mason
Gross School, Rutgers University, are over here from the States, doing one
year’s theatre training.

Yang Li: K A S EOFr VTN ALK Rutgers 2R s 8 1 AR IR AR R PP TR
William: We also spoke to their course director Barbara Marchant and British award-

winning director Tim Carol.

Insert

(Students practising)

Yang Li: SEANEAEHE G R B K, #4438 Tim Carol [IE/EIIA1E S .
Because it’'s not what people speak now, the language in Shakespeare’s
plays, then do you actually translate them in your mind into modern
English?

Student 1: I think it’s really important to know specifically what you are saying; what

it meant in the context of the 1600s; what the implications of it are,
socially, culturally, all of that. But I've also found that the more we
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Li:

Student 1:

Tim Carol:

William:

Tim Carol:

William:

Student 2:

Student 3:

Li:

Student 4:

immerse ourselves in the text the easier it becomes, the more observant |
get to the nuances of the text.

Would you say that acting Shakespeare helps to enlarge one’s vocabulary
and boost confidence in speaking?

Absolutely! It’s such a colourful, rich vocabulary, so many more expressive
words that have gone out of fashion over the past 400 years. So it's an
awesome vocabulary.

You couldn’t possibly do Shakespeare without increasing your confidence in
every way | think, not just in your speaking, but also in your emotional
confidence and your courage to express yourself clearly and forcefully.

When you’re working with American students here, is it important to have
an English accent when you’re performing Shakespeare, or it is not?

Well, the important point is that nobody nowadays speaks with the same
accent that Shakespeare’s actors had. So for anyone to say that their
accent is the right way to do Shakespeare is simply ridiculous. And
American actors, or indeed any actors, can sound as good as the old style
English posh actors. And indeed 50 years ago you would have heard a very
much smaller range of regional accents than you now hear in England, and
I think that’s all to the good.

Actually, one of the things that interested me when | was watching you do
the exercise just now was getting into that iambic pentameter, which Tim
told us he was quite keen on, to have people reading in verse. Now, has
that been easy or has that been difficult? Have you found it interesting,
fulfilling, or is it just annoying?

It’s really difficult at first because it’s not how we would normally speak in
everyday life. But once you get the hang of it you find that it’s such a
beautiful language and there’s this beautiful rhythm to it and it makes the
lines make sense and it makes this beautiful sentence come out of your
mouth that just wouldn’t come out normally.

We’ve had a few teachers with similar ideas to Tim Carol and they all tell
us, you know, Shakespeare wrote in verse for a reason. You know, he
knew what he was doing; he knew what structure he was using. So when
you do use the verse and really focus on the meter that it gives you, it
does bring a lot more out of the lines than if you just decide to throw it all
away.

Interesting. So if you were to give some tips to learners of English, how
should they go about Shakespeare so that the learning process becomes
fun and enjoyable? EfXfAME N 2= TeiE, 2T LA AR TR 7pE0S ?

I would say the biggest thing is to not be afraid of it. Don’t be intimidated
because his text is so simple. And you have to remember that when it was
written it was made for the everyday man to enjoy and understand and to
hear without having to wonder about what was going on. It was so easily
accessible. So he did not write it to confuse you or, you know, to put a
distance between you and his words. So if you jump into it like you would
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William:

Student 5:

Barbara:

William:

jump into any other thing that you’re reading for pleasure just with that
openness. The biggest fear in Shakespeare is the one that you put on
yourself; so I would say: be open to it and just have fun with it.

That’s interesting, that you’re getting this experience with Shakespeare at
the same time as you’re getting a kind of cultural experience, a year
abroad, and so on. Do those two things kind of go together? Are you going
to always associate Shakespeare with London and the Globe theatre in the
future, or is it something quite separate?

No, I mean, Shakespeare is universal, no matter what language you speak,
no matter what country you’re from. What Shakespeare has in his texts
and his words, it applies to everything. They’re such universal concepts
and that’s why they’ve survived for so long, they’ve surpassed the
boundaries of time and space. | mean, that’s why Shakespeare is able to
be performed all over the world.

Our students came to learn the acting of Shakespeare but in learning the
acting of Shakespeare they’ve found a whole new world in understanding
the history, the culture and being able to move in through their empathy
and their powers to relate to different lands, different cultures; and it’'s
opened and expanded their horizons in ways that we could never have
expected.

Now it's time for our weekly feature S words, in which we hear an everyday
English saying that was invented by Shakespeare. What phrase will it be
this week?

S Words: All's well that ends well 458§ 3iF

Presenter:

Insert

Helena:

Presenter:

FALNEAG, BA—DNARFE AR E S TR, REAE —MEETHREE . Fd
WAL SEAE ROk, IXERAT S Words RAIEE— 1T H T .

BRVF R KA AL . AN, X RV HAK Y. Shakespeare’s [Hik ST
T A BRI R UL — MRk, P LB S A e R B n | A, A
— 2.

All's well that ends well. X2 S Words &R G MhE4E. X4 E
F R AN S R 2 A, SRR, IR E T . R IR B 45 R
Uf, iUt

We must away;

Our wagon is prepared, and time revives us:
All's well that ends well; still the fine's the crown;
Whate'er the course, the end is the renown.

XA)4 5 All's well that ends well HILZEPS All's well that ends well X )|
B BRAINIKINTR]FE Helena eI 85— AN A WRHr 2252 B s se,  FEm A
A N B L BORMERT %, AL R e S R L.
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Insert

Helena:

Presenter:

Insert

Man:

Woman:

Woman 2:

Woman:

Woman 2:

Woman:

Presenter:

William:

Yang Li:

William:
Yang Li:
William:
Yang Li:
William:
Yang Li:

William:

We must away;

Our wagon is prepared, and time revives us:
All's well that ends well; still the fine's the crown;
Whate'er the course, the end is the renown.

B G A LA AR IERME RS A PARERR, EAMUCLE s K. All's
well that ends well. BUFE AT AE—PFfAT T8 R 5 A XA, A’
Helena JSFESERTALIT . BAT WX A B IAE T U5 i

It took them a long time to respond to my complaint, but at last they’ve
sent me an apology and with some vouchers. All’'s well that ends well |
suppose.

It was by far the worst job interview I've ever done!

Really?

Yeah, | just couldn't think of what to say to any of their questions.
But you got the job...

Yeah | know! All’'s well that ends well, eh?

All's well that end’s well — and we must end it right there. E NS HIL S

ARV IAE A HE RSP E AR, FAE S Words R A1 HL [ U2 B — ik
W7 PHXELMA T o MR BRI FEMSPARIS, AR B R o

BRI Sy, H R 2 bR 52 5 HE v B RR Benr, F L. 5
21 farewell!

Welcome back to the final episode of our Shakespeare series. It’s time we
took a closer look at some key words and phrases from the interview we
heard earlier.

N I HATPREFE S SR R E ] VRN B A T R DR . AR L AZ AN i v
O R SIS, AT ) T = A SCBR i

Implications.

To immerse oneself in the text.

DO EMER S,

The nuances.

b7 5. Bk E] William 7E32 R B H T PAS =1 1

lambic pentameter. This is a term associated with a particular rhythm in
poetry.
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Insert

(A student being corrected on their meter)

William: We need the Chinese here, | think Li.

Yang Li: Yes. lambic, which is spelled I.A.M.B.1.C., iambic. it 247 pentameter
FEFBIAT verse B&RFae WX PPREIR SR A% LA (T B2 e ?

Insert
It’s really difficult at first because it’'s not how we would normally speak in everyday life.
But once you get the hang of it you find that it’s such a beautiful language and there’s

this beautiful rhythm to it.

William: As we’ve heard, acting Shakespeare is a very rewarding experience. It also
enlarges your vocabulary.

Yang Li Enlarge your vocabulary. # KialiC#. #4436 Tim Carol ik EI5 1 AR
REAATEE = — D AWM A O MU B T UGB e &, it FOE REFE T — A A1
AR

William: It also helps to builds up your emotional confidence.

Insert

You couldn’t possibly do Shakespeare without increasing your confidence in every way |
think; not just in your speaking but also in your emotional confidence and your courage
to express yourself clearly and forcefully.

William: What's more, acting Shakespeare opens and expands your horizons. Let’s
listen to Barbara again.

Insert

Our students came to learn the acting of Shakespeare but in learning the acting of
Shakespeare they’ve found a whole new world in understanding the history, the culture
and being able to move in through their empathy and their powers to relate to different
lands, different cultures; and it’'s opened and expanded their horizons in ways that we
could never have expected.

Yang Li: It’s so inspiring isn’t it? Well, last but not least, learning Shakespeare can
be full of fun for learners of English.

Insert

The biggest fear in Shakespeare is the one that you put on yourself; so | would say: be
open to it and just have fun with it.

William: Be open to it and just have fun with it. Well, we really hope that you've

enjoyed listening to this special Shakespeare series and that you’re now
ready to give the Bard a try.
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W, F<&. Farewell.

Yang Li:
Farewell.

William:

B|B[C]
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