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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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The UK: Northern Ireland A1k R

Andrea: It was created as a distinct division of the United Kingdom in 1921.
Jean: 1921 FAbFI/R = A T 01— 5.

Andrea: And it now shares a border with the Republic of Ireland.

Jean: TLBIA B R 52 7R 22 IR R 4k 2 e

Andrea: Today we're going to be finding out a little bit about Northern

Ireland, one of four countries that make up the United Kingdom.
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Andrea: Hello. I'm Andrea.

Jean: KFEUF, TAEL,

Andrea: Northern Ireland is probably best known around the world for its
conflict.

Insert

There's no such thing as Catholic or Protestant. You're all Christians and they
didn't deserve this.
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Andrea: And so Irish identity is complex.
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Andrea: But something that brings the country together is Irish dancing.

Sound of Irish dancing class
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Andrea: Dr Catherine Foley has studied the origins of Irish dancing.
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Insert

Irish dance is a very broad concept but if you're looking at Irish step dance, that
goes back to end of the 18" century with the arrival of the dancing masters from
Europe who would be here in Ireland. They travelled round a 10 mile radius of
their home and they would teach in local villages or got the hire of a hall or a
barn, in a house or the kitchen of a house and people went evenings to classes.
The patrons were really the agricultural community, the farmers.
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They taught the people living on farms. They used barns or even
kitchens in people's houses to teach people how to dance.
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And today it's still really popular and probably one of Ireland’'s most
famous exports.
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People all over the world study Irish dancing, including those at the
Mary Wheelan dance school who like to enter competitions.

You want to make sure that the adjudicators want to look at you. So loads of
sequins on your dress. Sometimes you get people that have got so much
crammed on their dress it just looks horrible sometimes. Really bright colours,
like you could have pink, orange and lime green. Mine's lilac, pink and gold with a
Celtic design on it.
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They talk about adjudicators. Those are the judges.
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Colours that you see are pink, gold and lime. And the young girl we
heard from has a lilac dress with pink, gold and a Celtic design.

A Celtic design. —ANHUREE RIS BT

Irish stories and culture often are to do with Celtic history and
tradition.
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BEREZ I Mary Wheelan 258 A1EE— P N 2H.
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Insert

Dancing is not like instant coffee. It takes time. They've watched a video of Lord
of the Dance and they come in and expect to be able to do something like that. It
just does not happen.
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Andrea: She says that learning Irish dancing isn't like instant coffee.
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Andrea: But even more important is that everyone in Northern Ireland can
enjoy Irish dancing. It's something that brings people together in a
country that has been troubled for a very long time.

Insert

You don't have to be a Catholic, you don't have to be a Protestant. It doesn't
matter.
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Andrea: And it's something Ireland has given to the world.
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So until the next time, keep dancing!

Andrea: Bye!
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