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Universities: The Open University Fik

Andrea: Forty-one years ago The Open University was formed.

Jean: R PR IR 27 A2 D 1R B — Pl F G R i AT R UR 1K K% . Distance
learning @52 .

Andrea: And today, it's been voted one of Britain's top universities. Hello
I'm Andrea.

Jean: KK, TEET,

Andrea: In this series, we're finding out a bit about some of the UK's top

universities and what it's like to study at them.

Jean: {HZX I IBCR 2 Open University 8i# S48 E OU FFA & — T m
R, BFNERNEZE T HMES:, A conventional.

Insert

I think one of the stunning things about the OU is the way in which we use very
high quality traditional texts in our teaching, but we guide students through them
and our approach is multi-media. And | think for those who haven't studied for a
long time, who lack those skills, our emphasis has always been on developing
those skills and taking people through it.

Andrea: That was Professor Kathryn Woodward from the Open University.
She says that the OU uses high quality texts or books, but the
approach is multi-media.

Jean: The approach is multi-media A1 22 77 2008 2 AR .

Andrea: And she also says that they help people who haven't studied for a
long time.

Jean: WhIE UL, TFIBOR 2 M EE a8 Bh2g AR TF R AA T B 8 developing skills.

Andrea: How the OU works is that you sign up for a course but you do the

work in your own time. That means unlike other universities you
don't go into classes. So it relies on technology. Former Vice-
Chancellor of the OU, Brenda Gourley, explains.
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Insert

The Open University has an enormous virtual learning network of students,
probably one of the largest virtual networks of any university in the world actually,
and it's a very lively community of people. They've got support groups,
chatrooms, they have seminars, they have clubs and societies, they have peer to
peer mentoring. So when you talk about keeping in touch, all these new
technologies have given us terrific ways of people being in touch with each other
and in the process helping each other.

Jean: Brenda WA 45 FATHRE T FF IO 0 1 2 4027 2J M 2% virtual learning
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Andrea: They even have societies and clubs online, just like other

universities.

Jean: JIr B BT BOR 2 IR 22 AEATIAS R AR AEAS el 1) s R, Al AT TSR T A —
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Andrea: It's definitely an alternative or different way of studying. This
young woman has been doing a course through the Open University.

Insert

I'm quite self-motivated which you have to be, but I've also found it amazing
because I've been able to do so much at the same time. I'm 21 so obviously a
social life is important, but | don't really think I've missed out at all.

Jean: VU XA & AT IROR i 52 T — Ak, dhiidh B 22— MR AR
H AR S self-motivated.

Andrea: Studying in this way has given her time to do other things and she
doesn't think she's missed out on a social life.

Jean: A social life #L324:3%. Andrea, did you have a good social life when
you were studying i K2 (1) iz A I R] H 2ephAgng 2

Andrea: I had a very good social life, thank you Jean, and meeting other
students and going to university events was so much a part of my
degree. So | really can't imagine not having that.

Jean: FER, R AR TG AT 2 T 3 40 Al RO H 2y A R A A RS I el A A 2 1)
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Insert

Because | could work at the same time, I've had enough money to move out of
my parent's house and live with some friends who are actually at a regular
university. And that's brought with it opportunities to join in with some of their
activities and stuff as well.
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Andrea: So studying with the OU has allowed this woman to save money
and work at the same time as getting her degree.

Jean: T LA RO A AT A — RS AR BE  5E — N R F R AR o T B AR s D AT LS
KEHENIHLZ: opportunities.

Andrea: Studying in the UK can be expensive, especially if you're a foreign
student. It can cost around 4 thousand pounds a year to study here.

Insert
I think the affordability of the Open University will be a real attraction for young

people in the near future, because conventional university is getting more
expensive and comparatively the Open University can be amazingly affordable.

Jean: FR, BITBORZAMN— KA e St H AN TR 25 5 k41 affordable. JUIL &R0
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Andrea: And it's this that will attract young people to this particular
university.
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Andrea: Bye!
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