BBC Learning English — Audio programmes

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Andrea: Charles Dickens. One of the best and most read English authors.
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Andrea: And today we’re going to be finding out a little bit more about him.
Hello. I'm Andrea.
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Andrea: In these programmes we’re focussing on famous Britons, both old ones
and new!
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I haven’t read any Charles Dickens books, so | don’t know. | always kind of
perceived them as being quite long and boring and too much detail.

Andrea: Long, boring and too much detail?
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Andrea: Shame on him! Dickens is a fantastic writer. But that man used an
interesting word: perceived.
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Andrea: And there he is wrong.

Insert

The characterisations are one of the strongest aspects of his writing. And
throughout his life he absorbed all the characterisations of the people that he met,
and the different personalities that he met, and lots of those were fed back into
the novels. And | think that they really appeal still today to people.
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She thinks that the characterisations, or the different people in the
novels, are what make Dickens’ novels so special. So his books are far
from boring!
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She also uses the phrase: fed back. Dickens’ own experiences, and the
people he met throughout his life, fed back into or contributed to the
novels we all know today. Can you think of any Dickens’ novels that
you’ve particularly enjoyed?
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And | would say Oliver Twist is one of my favourites. And it’s a perfect
example of a book that has characters that Charles Dickens actually
met during his lifetime.
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social commentary.

Oliver Twist has had a very long-lasting effect because of the issues, such big
issues as child poverty and child labour. But | just think that it’s very relevant

today and
poignant n
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I think it really hasn’t dated as a novel. It’s just one of the most
ovels.

Sophie talks about the social commentary in Oliver Twist and she feels
that it’s a novel that is still important and relevant today.
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And that’s what’s so amazing about this old Briton. Charles Dickens’
novels are just as popular today as they were during the Victorian era.
Listen to what these people think about his characters and books.

Nancy. Great character. For that era, and the way that it’s all portrayed, she’s a
strong woman. | think that says a lot. Very unlike any other woman of that time.

I like Pip. He’s a good character and it’s a really good story.
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Do you know which books those characters are from?
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Andrea: And here’s another interesting fact about Dickens. His pen name was
Boz. A pen name is the name that some writers sometimes use if they
don’t want to reveal their real name.
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Andrea: Well, until the next time we meet another well-known Briton, it’'s
goodbye from both of us at BBC Learning English. Keep reading! Bye!
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