BBC Learning English — Audio programmes

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Winston Churchill E#H-EEH/RE L

Andrea: He’s famous for giving a V sign for victory.
Jean: iz N Lo R D 2 ] 44 T
Andrea: But he’s most famous for leading the United Kingdom during the

Second World War. Hello, I'm Andrea.
Jean: KEL, A,

Andrea: In these programmes we’re focussing on famous Britons — both old
ones and new!

Jean: TTBATTA R U At o e D S B B IR Nz il o 7 /R 2
foz)

EY o
Insert

If the British Empire and its Commonwealth last for a thousand years — men will
still say this was their finest hour.

Andrea: A clip there from one of Churchill’s well-known speeches. Born in
1874, he was a great statesman, an officer in the British Army, a
historian, a Nobel Prize winning writer and an artist.

Jean: FE, R RN G SR R ) B A B AR B3 AU L, Al ik
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Insert

The man was a politician, he was a soldier, he was a famous writer. He had any

number of strings to his bow. And he was an enormous success and a major

influence in British and indeed world history.

Andrea: That was Phil Reid from the Churchill Museum and Cabinet War
Rooms right here in London.

Jean: AL FRATIUE B [ R BV R, B33 e /K G 2 E R R L B
Andrea: The expression Phil uses is “having a number of strings to his bow”.
Jean: W2 422, To have many strings to your bow.
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Andrea: Do you have many strings to your bow, Jean?

Jean: Oh, Andrea, E4RIEE R H AW ELEBZ AL 2, Ak EdE /K Ii
K, IR A 2] SEAE R—AME—HE T !

Andrea: Well, even though Churchill did so many things in his lifetime you
will be surprised to know that he actually didn’t do very well at
school. He went to three different schools as a child and was often
punished for being rebellious.

Jean: To be rebellious i & A ARAT SRS A, ELACHRIY .

Andrea: And on top of that he also had a speech impediment.

Jean: Ba, HMEE LSRR ARG S S _LHRERG?

Andrea: Yes. He often spoke with a lisp. That means he found it hard to

pronounce his S’s properly.

Jean: JUE I, AR IREX AN B B R B EIARAR B i B A B R R, R
R 4% = “We shall fight on the beaches... we shall never
surrender” A PHF AR AE R !

Andrea: Jean, | don’t think you could ever match Churchill! For Phil Reid, his
speeches are still incredible today.

Insert

The words are sometimes very difficult but you always get that feel from it, you
know, the delivery and the sound. They make the hairs stand up on the back of
your neck. They make your back arch. They make your fingers grip into a fist, as
it were. They have that effect.

Jean: Phil 5 3RATIREYE, 75 /R0 A s 1d LA A — 2840 5 IR AR AN 1 . AN
TEFRATT AL S RE SR AN (1) 252 3] Y5 3 P PRI

Andrea: Phil uses some wonderful expressions to explain the effect of
Churchill’s speeches. To make the hair stand up on the back of your
neck.

Jean: UYL, W 3 /R BVE U BE LR 5 200 L RV B AR AR e

Andrea: To make your back arch.

Jean: RSN )i

Andrea: To make your fingers grip into a fist.

Jean: RIS A A ERTIRRESE . gogul, IS Kema )1, 48

LR RN R T BR AR R

Andrea: Sadly, in June 1953 at the age of 78, Churchill suffered a stroke at
10 Downing Street, the home of Britain’s Prime Ministers.
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Jean: IMAE 1955 fl 5 R EAHIAAL, HJS7E 1965 4 il IRYEAK 2 1 bl vh K
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Insert

His passing, really, was absolutely the passing of an age.

Andrea: Phil says that Churchill’s death represented the passing of an age.
His death was like the disappearance of a time, an era, never to be
replaced again.

Jean: ANIEARAEDT 52 _EAS AT AR AT AR S A% (R T, Lk ARG LUSPR

Andrea: Well, until the next time, when we meet another famous Briton, old
or new, it’'s goodbye from both of us at BBC Learning English. Bye!

Jean: AT H AR
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