BBC Learning English — 5 Minute Programmes 5 434 H

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Warning!

There may be some grammatical mistakes in the inserts with non-native English
speakers, but we have not corrected these as we prefer to let participants use
their own words.
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Pianist Lang Lang 4RI

Helen: Hello, you’re listening to the entertainment programme from BBC
Learning English. I'm Helen.

Oliver: A3 Oliver, {EHEETRMTLBI H L, AR &gk A v 1 25 4480
5K, W,

Helen: Lang Lang was a child prodigy. He began music lessons when he
was just a baby and won his first competition aged just five.

Oliver: fh %} J— A& SR . Helen, what's the word you’ve used to
describe a child who is very, very talented?

Helen: The phrase | used was child prodigy.
Oliver: Child prodigy. RS WA =12 %, HEMMNHL FFEHATFRIET .
Helen: We asked him at what point in his life did he decide to become a

professional musician?
Oliver: ABASSERE A I TE T — M AFER SRR 2
Insert
When | was five, | gave my first recital, and from that point on, | made my mind
to be a musician. My parents always wanted me to be a musician - let’s put it this

way - and plus | really love it, so it just fit in together.

Helen: So when Lang Lang was five, he gave his first piano recital. A
recital here means an individual performance of a piece of music.

Oliver: Iz a recital. BIEA AL IBAS I BEE 3 S 7 o — S5 R K.
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Helen: From that point on. Also he said that it was his parents’ wish for
him to be a musician.

Insert
When | was five, | gave my first recital, and from that point on, | made my mind

to be a musician. My parents always wanted me to be a musician - let’s put it this
way - and plus | really love it, so it just fit in together.

Oliver: DAL RADSCRER S BB 1 T, BRI W] U201 S 0 44 1 oy g 5 R 22
Ko
Helen: But such success doesn’t come easy. Although Lang Lang was a

child prodigy, he had to work very hard through his childhood. So
did he miss much?

Insert

Not a bit, over half of it! Plus, when | was in China, education is much harder for
children. I’'m not talking about universities, but when you're 5 or 6 years old.

Oliver: It brings memories back for me. 7EHE, AMIAHEMT T RKLHK
e WIS A 2R 2T LMD,

Helen: So even if you're just 5 or 6 years old, there’s a lot of pressure on
you to do well at school.

Oliver: RS2 S IR R 2% 7R UE, B T8 il Ah, B E2) R ds .
Helen: I've heard that there are something like 20 million children in China

who are learning to play the piano.

Oliver: Really, as many as that?

Helen: That’s an amazing number of kids. But why is there such an
interest?

Oliver: I think it's down to the parents. ib3AT VT BT S AN A

Insert

Because most of the Chinese family only has one kid, because of this one child
policy. So that’s why the kids are - not spoilt - but the parents pay so much
attention to them, and they want everything for their kids. So my generation
really are under lots of pressure from really supportive parents. And so therefore
the piano becomes a very popular instrument.

Helen: So in China most families only have one child.
Oliver: PhAE T AU
Helen: It’s known as the one child policy. Are you an only child Oliver?
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Oliver: No, I've got a younger brother. We were born before the policy
came into force.

Helen: And if you are the only child in the family, does it mean your
parents would spoil you?

Oliver: Spoil #%. BHIL, AR EEXEER, BAFKER AR NSE
T AT A ST EE T A .

Helen: And as Lang Lang said, this great attention from parents puts a lot
of pressure on the children. And as a result, a lot of children are
made to study the piano.

Insert

Because most of the Chinese family only has one kid, because of this one child
policy. So that’s why the kids are - not spoilt - but the parents pay so much
attention to them, and they want everything for their kids. So my generation
really are under lots of pressure from really supportive parents. And so therefore
the piano becomes a very popular instrument.

Oliver: FET H AR AT, AR RATHE R W e — il
Helen: What does he think of his role in today’s musical world?
Insert

Certainly I’'m Chinese, and it's nice to do something like this, to help my native
music to flow in the West.

Helen: That’s lovely.

Oliver: B B A1 A5 B R AT o R 5 AR 5 1 T AR

Helen: To help his native music to flow in the West.

Oliver: We wish him the best of luck in his career.

Helen: Sadly, I'm afraid that’s all from us and Lang Lang today. Do join us

next time for more star interviews from BBC Learning English.
Oliver: TR

Helen: Bye Bye.
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