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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme
as broadcast. In the recording and editing process changes may have
been made which may not be reflected here.
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John: We’re in festival mood today. We're in a town where hundreds
of plays are currently being performed, countless comedies are
being staged, and there’s music and events happening all over
the place. I'm John and with me is Chen Li, but where are we?
Tell us Li.

Chen Li: We are in Edinburgh, and we are at the Edinburgh Festival
Fringe. % T ®ILZZ AT, SHERXHRHA DRI, AW, theatre,
= comedy, &4 music, FUARLKIZARKE the arts. N8J]1%|9/]
), EXAINTTERE T & OSFERREE, HENTAME T BILG AR
Wg? John, why?

John: Well, the Edinburgh Festival isn’t just one festival but many.
The Festival Fringe was originally a smaller arts festival that ran
alongside the main festival, but now it’'s outgrown the main
festival.

Chen Li: MPATR L E ZARNY, FATEE RIS MEEENE TR IR Z
A, 3N ARG, AR, RN SRS, B U
J7 BRI HR B Z A0 A AR .

John: Both events are amazing, but it's the Fringe Festival that
attracts the most avant-garde or experimental productions.

Chen Li: SEEEET LY, avant-garde, SEEGPE) experimental.

John: The BBC spoke with Michael Imerson, the first President of the
Festival Fringe. What was his first experience of the festival
like?

Chen Li: b2 — IR INIL S 2R R S AT A e ?

Insert

One day | walked into a church hall, and | saw this amazing guy called John
Cleese, and had a word with him. It was wonderful to see this in a church hall,
and that was part of the magic of Edinburgh.
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John: Ah yes, the magic of the Edinburgh Festival Fringe. That’s what
people say about it, there’s a wonderful atmosphere at the
Fringe, a sense of creativity.

Chen Li: SIRBIE T IRz .
John: And a feeling that something really new is happening in the

world of theatre and comedy.

Theatre Critic and Columnist Joyce MacMillan, who has been to
many of the fringe events at the festival over the years, has
also experienced this “magic”. She spoke to the BBC about the
first Fringe Festival she went to — she went to see a solo show.

Chen Li: MR R o

John: At the first venue they saw.

Chen Li: AT 30 ) B AN 7

John: Joyce didn't realise that people could do shows all by

themselves, for her it was just a completely new experience.

Chen Li: Jir LA, X Joyce k¥, X & —NMRA B KMEAK . A revelatory
experience, s AR KA FIE AATAT L — A N — & %K%, all by
themselves, X524 u&— M HIALK. It was just a completely
new experience.

Insert

I came through very boldly really from the west of Scotland where 1 lived with
two of my friends, and we just walked down the high street, and we went into
probably the first venue that we saw and | remember going in there and seeing
someone - | can’t now remember who - doing a solo show based on Out of Africa,
the memoir of Isak Dinesen. And | just remember seeing this and to me it was
just something I'd never heard of. | didn’t know that people could do plays all by
themselves, it was just a completely new experience.

John: That’s interesting; Joyce was really impressed that you could
see a play performed by one person, a solo performance.

Chen Li: Sounds like Joyce enjoyed herself!

John: Well, let's leave the last word to arts impresario Richard
Damarco. He told the BBC how impressed he was that so many
people came to the Edinburgh Festival.

Insert

Well, the first thing 1 remember going to Edinburgh when the Festival was on, it
just seemed to me that the world was there — walking around the city was a
fantastic experience. But the first show | saw inside was a mime called Lindsey
Kemp, and | thought it was the most decadent, weird thing I'd ever seen!
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Chen Li:

John:

Chen Li:

John:

Chen Li:
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X & Richard Damarco W H ¥, b —MZART|EE L arts
impresario. i, AN FARAE TX A H 24, the whole world. —
WAEDLR, JB|A TN R AE A, the whole world was there,
R B, X A S NN RN 1% 25 AN R B 2L 7

And The Edinburgh Festival feels like that. It's so popular that it
does feel as if the whole world is there — it really is the place to
be!

U 1IN, TR N HBRATHE I, B SR BA T AT LAAESZ T BRI
GEARNT LI

Bye for now!

He!



