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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process, changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Portobello Film Festival EHENBERE

Yang Li: Hello and welcome to entertainment from BBC Learning English.
I am Lily.

Carol Ye: KREGF, st Carol. A RILATEFRZKM— W HHEEAH ST, Film and film
festivals.

Yang Li: You may have heard of the Venice Film Festival and the Cannes Film
Festival.

Carol Ye: AR IELTEN A

Yang Li: But there are other small festivals you may not have heard of, such as the

Portobello Film Festival in West London.
Carol Ye: Wk, AEAC BOER AT B HE DL 2 T 2 A 2 BN RS 1T 2

Yang Li: Unlike festivals such as Cannes and Venice, anyone can enter films to be
shown and nobody has to pay to see any of the films.

Carol Ye: That’s unusual. But when and how did it all start? Our colleague Callum
spoke to the festival director Jonathan Barnett.

Insert

Well, it started in 1996, because even back in those days there were people making very
low budget films often using video equipment. And there wasn’t really anywhere for them
to show their films, so we thought it would be nice to provide a platform for these
filmmakers. We had the mad idea at the time of showing every film that was submitted,
and we also decided not to charge, because | suppose at heart we weren’t rabid
capitalists.

Yang Li: It started in 1996 as a way of giving independent filmmakers somewhere
to show their films.

Carol Ye: AT S HIE N

Yang Li: To give independent filmmakers a platform. These films he described as
low-budget films.

Carol Ye: A platform JE/RF4; low-budget films KA 5.
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Yang Li: The idea is to show every film that was submitted, submit.

Carol Ye:  Submit #22, Ri. MBI Y AU REAR M, 0 AKPE ] 7
1e 2 2 e ?
Insert

We had the mad idea at the time of showing every film that was submitted and we also
decided not to charge, because | suppose at heart we weren’t rabid capitalists.

Yang Li: Jonathan says that they show every film that was submitted. They also
decided not to charge. It’s free.

Carol Ye: Charge 2%/l. Zfr; Not to charge AW . FrahfRii, 20 CAHGE— N RIE
KAy, A ‘mad idea’.

Yang Li: It does sound like a mad idea, but he explains it by saying that they are
not ‘rabid capitalists’.

Carol Ye: Rabid capitalists JEHRFIEARK . ARUR D TN, A Tr52 I OZ B LK
1 We. 2

Yang Li: Here is Jonathan again:

Insert

This year we’re showing 700 films. The money comes in from funding, we get funding
from people like Film London and the Arts Council and also we get a lot of ‘in kind’
support from sponsors. So we don’t have to pay for advertising, we don’t have to pay for
launch parties, we don’t have to pay for prizes.

Carol Ye: AEERATTO0 B AESAT MU LAY 5T OMA LT .

Yang Li: They have different sources of funding. Some comes from arts and local
organizations. But they also get a lot of ‘in kind’ support from sponsors.

Carol Ye: In kind support st %Wy, W& u, FEW) Iyt m H T e o B Rg Sl Bl 45kt
FIARGER, JHE R s A S 44

Yang Li: That’s right. They don't have to pay for advertising, launch parties or
prizes.

Carol Ye: A TRIIR SR, AT ISR A L A R SO A TR R
T o ATGUTERAT W AT S BAT R AR W2 ? Jonathan again:

Insert

The actual films we’re showing are a lot better than anything that you’ll see mostly on
the telly or in the multiplexes. And it’s everything from student films and we also get
stuff from top filmmakers like, for instance, John Malkovich.

Yang Li: Jonathan believes that there is a very high quality of films from new
student filmmakers to established and well-known artists such as John
Malkovich.
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Carol Ye:

Yang Li:

Carol Ye:

Yang Li:
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Well, if you are into film making, why not try your project at the Portobello
Film Festival next year?

Why not? But goodbye for now and see you next time.

See you.



