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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Yang Li: Hello and welcome to BBC Learning English. I am Yang Li.
Carol: KFELF, e Carol. 7E4 RIVERISINE T H A, AR AR S 4 9l e

EAEEENIESETAS P

Yang Li: Simon Rattle is currently principal conductor of the Berlin
Philharmonic.

Carol: VG 52 - Pl UL A R P 52 20 A 5 O T T 4
Yang Li: He is back in Britain to continue with the recent exploration of the

music of Debussy with the 1902 opera of Pelléas et Mélisande.

Carol: RN V35 R L S )
Yang Li: Let’s listen to Rattle’s description of the opera Pelléas et Mélisande.
Insert

This may be the saddest opera ever written, but it is also well up there among the
top 4 or 5 most beautiful, most ravishing operas ever written. |1 would think that
anybody who, for instance, who has enjoyed a film like the extraordinary “Lives of
Others”, who can take something that moves with immense weight, drama and
thoughtfulness — would love this.

Yang Li: He said that the opera may be the saddest ever written.

Carol: The saddest. 5.

Yang Li: But it is also one of the most beautiful and ravishing operas ever
written.

Carol: Ravishing, 5IAAM:. REEAK,  CORNEE At 24y 2ok L4l
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Yang Li: To him this is a piece that moves with immense weight, drama and
thoughtfulness.
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Yang Li: Rattle was born in Liverpool, and studied at Liverpool College. He
learned the piano and violin, but his early work with orchestras was
as a percussionist.

Carol: A percussionist, T kT,

Yang Li: As a British conductor working with a German orchestra does he
feel that he needs to approach music differently?
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Insert

I think - this is all European repertoire. What is clear is that there is a very central
repertoire of Bruckner, Wagner, Brahms, Beethoven, where it's deep, deep inside
their bodies and it’s then just simply easier to get what you want, rather than
more difficult.

Yang Li: What he was saying is that there is a central repertoire of different
composers. You often hear the word repertoire in music.

Carol: Repertoire - ##&5/ H o IERZRAXFNE, B LEEFRH4 I IHEAS & B AfE s
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Yang Li: One of the greatest challenges for a conductor is the interpretation
of music.

Carol: BT ARATNS AR B AR AR, R ARSI I K B R A . PRI, T
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Insert
Frankly, any advice you can get from great conductors, living or dead, is useful.

We all steal and plagiarise from each other. We’re often all on the phone to each
other — how do you pack this particular suitcase?

Yang Li: It’s interesting to hear that he used the words steal and plagiarise.

Carol: Steal and plagiarise, H|gj. 7%

Yang Li: But what he meant was that they are willing to learn from each
other.

Carol: RN FRFEX H35 SR AE 2 “How do you pack this particular suitcase?”

AL, A HIFREE SR AN B ARG O — IR ?
Yang Li: Well, he said you must grow out of it, /RN ARFHC A HE H R AT,
Insert
You know | hope you really grow out of that. Because that means you’re

somehow by the side of the music — | think the thing is to plunge in and swim.
But actually, when you’re in the water, actually how you swim matters less, and
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the idea that | must have a different style from somebody else - no, | think you
have to go to the depths of your gut, right or wrong. And frankly, my experience
has been - whenever I've tried to imitate something or somebody else in my
earlier life — it ends up sounding even more like me, whether | like it or not -
doesn’t really help, but however, there’s much to learn from everybody.
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WERAR ARG S, I AR SIEA A /R . But you are
somehow by the side of the music.

He compares this to swimming; you must plunge in and swim.
PRBIRPER N IK P LK e AREEBE T, LRI 2R
Just be your natural self.

But, there is much to learn from everybody. %4, fM A& EEAHIR
EZVWEVI-KCE X NE-SAN

I love this piece of advice; there is much to learn from everybody.
Well, on this note we’ll have to bid you goodbye.

See you next time.

Bye.



