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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Friendliness on Tube #¥isk B K K IFE5

Helen: Hello, I'm Helen. Welcome to BBC Learning English.

Oliver: REAf, Bt Oliver, fEAKATH S, FA KW EURIE Btk Eafes S53fede 2 1]
HISE R

Insert

Train announcement: Mind the gap — stand clear of the doors please.

Helen: As you probably know, the tube is also known as 'the underground’
because the trains run on tracks which are mainly under the ground

or streets.

Oliver: A HEAR 2 ASKHIXAMA JLIEAS IR K the tube — VT, il X & — MEF ST
Mk 2 FR, A1 the underground 24 the subway #6527,

Helen: There's usually nothing to see out of the windows unless we've
stopped in a station, and many people read books or newspapers —
but talking is not the done thing!

Oliver: Not the done thing! — A ESA I H L. AMI7EHER BT AN 2 BEAE AT 1%

o

Helen: Now sadly, this lack of friendliness on the tube is something that
tourists to London notice very quickly. So why aren't people

friendlier towards each other?

Oliver: MATA R AT AALER R AT RIE,  LEBA WU =7 Sy 2 1M i 2

Insert
A. There's not really any reason to talk to anyone.

B. | think it's because it's too loud.

C. It just doesn't feel like the right thing to do.
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Helen: The first tourist said that passengers don’t have any real reasons to

talk to each other.
Oliver: FeBATBA A B IETHEA RN S0 -
Helen: So talking isn't necessary. And perhaps you agree - after all, we

live in a noisy world. So, shouldn’t we be pleased that we don't

have to listen to other people's voices on the tube?

Insert

A. There's not really any reason to talk to anyone.

Helen: Our second tourist gave us a more practical reason which actually

makes sense to me. Do you remember what she said?

Insert

B. | think it's because it's too loud.

Oliver: AKWT too loud

Helen: Tube trains are so noisy inside that perhaps passengers don't
bother to talk to each other because it's difficult for them to hear

what's being said. | know that's true for me some of the time.
Oliver: Same for me too. iEFRATUIWT S = Arir s A, MR T ik A7k 5
(RIKZ o
Insert

C. It just doesn't feel like the right thing to do.

Helen: We heard there, how talking on the tube doesn't feel like “the right
thing to do”, so he would feel uncomfortable if he talked to

strangers on the tube.

Oliver: FATHHE, KREZBAISA AT LN R 28 1E, IBBEARE AL
BRAAUIE, W5 A AT AL U2

Helen: And this Englishman agrees — he'd never talk to strangers on the

tube and doesn't believe that others should either:

Insert
Never, | mean | wouldn't have no reason to — we're English. It doesn't work that

way — it doesn't work that way here — | think they need to know that.
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Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Insert

Oh dear, fa] ASEISA AT o SELFASTEBTAT (K19 [ R4

Now as a Londoner, when I'm on a busy tube train, a little smile, a
quiet “good morning” or even a short, polite comment can really

help to brighten my day — perhaps because it’s so unexpected.
I agree. {7 IHEK H A AN g2 i kARG — 50, (2SR 0 4R 5

But not everyone is keen on being seen as a friendly person on the
tube. Listen out for the noun this London based traveller uses as
she tries to answer the question: Why aren't we more friendly on
the tube?

I don't know. | suppose there's nothing to say to other people on the tube and

then you come across like a weirdo if you start talking to anybody about

anything.

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Insert

PRWT B IAETX B T — M A4 3] 152

It was ‘a weirdo’ — which is a rather rude way to describe someone

who we find strange, odd or different from most other people.
— AN, a weirdo WIFFIRIEEAHIE, XA R — A,

In her opinion, if we started talking to other tube passengers, we
could “come across like” — give the impression that - we're

‘weirdos’.

I don't know. | suppose there's nothing to say to other people on the tube and

then you come across like a weirdo if you start talking to anybody about

anything.

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:
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So that’s all from us. See you next time.
Bye.

Bye bye.



