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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Dinner Parties BERES

John: Hello, welcome to BBC Learning English, and welcome to our dinner
party!

Jean: I love dinner parties, are you a fan of them John?

John: Yes, | really am Jean. | love having people round to the house,

making them good food, basically entertaining!

Jean: Entertaining sXf % XA ] AR IB 2 A TLERE 128 750 B0 23 i AR
2 A BN RN 5, Kty i e JATH AT LAY () 3 5 A W e 2
4% dinner parties.

John: Now, you either love dinner parties or you hate them, you either love
them or you hate them!

Jean: KRB L UL, REAMREREA R A=,  you either love
it or you hate it. /2 UifRE 2 SA LI FESE . So John, why do
some British people love dinner parties?

John: Well the BBC spoke to the author Emma Kennedy. She loves dinner
parties, why?

Insert

Well, I think it's the best way of seeing your friends. I’'m not particularly mad on
going to restaurants, | find them too formal, | find them too uncomfortable. | like
to have an intimate gathering of my nearest and dearest, and sit down and be
able to have proper conversations with them, and let them kick their shoes off
while they’re doing it.

Jean: Well, that makes sense to me. W%t — PN ES RN A KIFHLZ, a way
of seeing your friends. Emma il A= L% T, she’s not
particularly mad on going to restaurants.

John: Yes, Emma finds them too formal and uncomfortable.
Jean: Too formal KIEXX T, and too uncomfortable, B Kik ARSI T .
John: Emma likes to have an intimate gathering of her nearest and dearest.
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Insert

| see it as a

An intimate gathering, that’s a cosy type of gathering where
everyone knows each other. [L/NUF5E 2. But John, what’'s meant
by nearest and dearest?

Your nearest and dearest are the people you are most close to, a
mixture of your family and friends!

Your nearest and dearest, /& /R EE % 1 = R SR T EF A

But what’s wrong with a dinner party, because some people really
don’t like them Jean.

I wonder, maybe the hosts, the people who are holding the dinner
party find it too stressful. A EEXFIESHFE AN, the hosts, A—iEREH
R AR 2= S XA I 2, KA ARATT B AT AN D () G

That’s a good point, if you are busy making food for your guests,
then you don’t have much time to enjoy their company.

BAIBBCI KV T I — i LViAER, Cathy Lett, 4 F St il A EXGXFF
e iR oy IEBRATIRYT W dh i — T B

way of not seeing your friends, because if you're the hostess, which

is another word for hostage, you know, you are in the kitchen the whole time. It's
like having not just one, but seven or eight or nine raucous tipsy husbands
demanding things, you’re waiting on them hand and foot, you don’t have any fun

at alll
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Fok Cathy G Emma IELf/H & . She thinks that dinner parties
are a way of not seeing your friends!

I wonder. She feels if you are the host or the hostess, then you are
in the kitchen the whole time and you don’t get to see your friends —
you’re too busy making food!

s,  Cathy & X FF (1) 22 = N faf Et 52 NJst—+F a hostage, it & it i
HEeRORAE B 7 L, M A T 4! And what were those guests
Cathy had at her dinner parties?

Eight or nine raucous tipsy husbands!

Mmm, interesting! 8/ B # 9 eight or nine kMY K () RE I s RAT]
raucous tipsy husbands. Cathy X4 i 58 & LA e S, ANkl ihim 5,
28T P IR e e A AR KA IR AR =R, like tipsy husbands!

But you know, not only does Cathy dislike giving dinner parties, she
hates going to them too.

N2 Cathy £ FAMBIRI AR .
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Insert

You're stuck

, for two and a half, sometimes three hours, in the company of

people you might actually loathe! | mean once | was at a dinner party, and the
hostess hadn’t realised that she had invited an ex-couple, and they’d had a
terribly acrimonious divorce, and they were seated right near each other, and
they had a terrible row!
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So that explains why the popularity of the British dinner party is
declining, why less and less people are holding dinner parties!

Pr] B szpr B ARH BIBEERT 7, you might loathe the person. &3k A
TP A 2 58 2 A S REME AN I A 32 1 o A0k A ) IR 7 223804
CHEM R, T X FE SRR AT B AN BERE S AR BETT 0 B I F) !

And there might be an incident like Cathy described.

Sounds nasty John! —XJELE il G2 IEAEEH B I 7p AT T B 45 T4 an
acrimonious divorce, BIFMATRIRIINE S, WA TIX AL 22437 Kb—248,
a terrible row!

Well, 1 hope that never happens to me — | like dinner parties.

Sodo I. i T, BAMARMTHSEIXE T, and if you're having a dinner
party good luck!

See youl!
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