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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Andrea: He’s written over 50 best-selling horror novels, such as ‘Carrie’,
‘The Shining’ and ‘Dreamcatcher’.

Jean: AN BOE A S TR ST, R (RO , A7 (ZrELArd) .
Andrea: Yes, today on BBC Learning English we’re going to meet well-known

American writer, Stephen King. Hello I'm Andrea Rose.

Jean: KFEGF, FodHAE.

Andrea: Stephen King is best known for his horror and fantasy novels.
Jean: WIS - SE/NEE genre KL RUH N ANZ AL/ .

Andrea: As a child he apparently witnessed a terrible accident. One of his

friends was hit and killed by a train.
Jean: FEAN AR AL H CRILF A K AL T, XS AR AR AT 1 A 34

Andrea: I know, but many people believe that it’s because of this that
Stephen started writing his horror novels.
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Andrea: So, does Stephen believe that writers can switch between different

styles when they write?
Insert

I don’t necessarily and | don’t think that it’s a given that you can write many
different things. | think that you're drawn in certain directions. You know, in some
ways I'm in a really good position because I've seen an arc of critical approval for
my work build over the years; which is a lot better, believe me, than starting out
with a big bank of critical approval and then frittering it away.

Andrea: Stephen says that it’s not a given that you can write lots of things.
Jean: A given R RUEA SN, AMUMZE 7. Stephen filiit, JEAZIA
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Insert

In Stephen’s case, he was drawn to writing horror stories. Maybe
because of what happened to him as a child.
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And he’s very proud of all the good reviews he’s had. A review is
when an expert reads your work and writes what they think about
it.

H7F a review, A7 G,

Exactly. In Stephen’s case, he’s enjoyed great acclaim.

Acclaim. #zfiEse .

So, how did he become so famous as a horror writer?

That label has been put on me and | never put it on myself. More importantly in
my head, | never said, “it's time to write another horror novel”. | would just say,
“l have an idea, it’s time to write a book”. I've been able to tell stories from tales
of outright horror like ‘Pet Cemetery’, to stories like ‘The Shawshank Redemption’
and a lot of times people don’t believe that | had anything to do with writing that;
so | wear different hats.
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Stephen i ABIF & A LR M — AR M /NRAER . A A LR R
label.

If you’re labelled, people see you in a certain way. But Stephen is
proud that he is much more than just a horror writer.

A TAFAVE, RUTTAARE RS R0 .
Well, as Stephen says, he likes to wear different hats.
Different hats? Like berets, top hats, caps...

No Jean. When Stephen uses the expression “different hats”, he
means he likes to show different sides to himself.
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I haven’'t and | have to say | haven’t read any of his novels. But |

have seen quite a lot of his books that have been made into films:
‘The Shining’, ‘The Green Mile’ and ‘Carrie’. How about you Jean?

Do you like his writing?

Yes | do Andrea. % Stephen King /Nyl (5 & 3E 2 — A58 AN A i 1
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Andrea: Well, we recommend you get reading... and if you don’t get a
chance, the films are just as good!

Jean: WRZEAZ T, FAEATEIZA KT UL T . WERIFBE AR T 2F - &
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Andrea: It’'s goodbye from both of us at BBC Learning English. Bye.

Jean: Bye!
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