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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Jo Brand J¢-fi22f8

Andrea: She’s a well-known stand-up comedian in the UK.

Jean: i 2 o P 375 44 B MR S S Rl B

Andrea: She’s also known as being scruffy and dead-pan.

Jean: AT b f5e Ay 44 1 sl 2 s e o o LRI (R A IR AR T DTG 3 175 P o 2 3
Andrea: Her name is Jo Brand and today on BBC Learning English we get to

meet her. Hello I’'m Andrea Rose.
Jean: KEU, A,

Andrea: Jo Brand is one of Britain’s most popular comedians. And she
absolutely loves her job.

Insert

I do absolutely love it, yes. | don’t find it something to be got through — | find it
something to be got through before I've done it, but when I’'m doing it, it’s just
an absolute joy — 80% of the time.

Jean: Jo Brand i il by Wi 5 R ANV ARF A9FGE o M ANEIRARIPOY 2 AR
e PEIARET Ao A &5 )R

Andrea: Something to be got through — that’s something that you really hate
and you want it to be over quickly! Telling jokes is not something Jo
Brand thinks of as something to be got through.

Jean: Ad it AN, AR INHRAE b E R, Ml A KU IR
Andrea: But really, she absolutely loves it!

Jean: Wi, 17> 80 IR, 4L ARUFSEURT 2 MK SRR o

Andrea: But it wasn’t always easy for Jo Brand. She realised that it was

difficult to be a woman and a comedian.
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Insert

Well, | look like a scruff bag really. What 1 did initially — in the old days, as it were
— was | realised that, as a woman performer, the more feminine you made
yourself look, the worse it was for you really; because people will then just assess
you on the basis of your appearance more. So, | just tried to look as neutral as |
could, with kind of like hideous baggy leggings and a black t-shirt; which then of
course worked in the other direction for me, because people started saying, “Oh
god, you know, look at the state of her.”

Jean: Jo BEAELARY, AR — M e Rl SR ARAN IR A, JEIE I SRR AR )
R 2 A AR -

Andrea: So she decided to look like a scruff bag.

Jean: A scruff bag — #EmAATHE R “oiliE R Eid.

Andrea: She would wear baggy leggings and a big black t-shirt, so that
people wouldn’t assess her on her appearance.

Jean: Baggy leggings and a black t-shirt? #AZ [IZERER— 112 T M4z ? Jo AR
fi ik B2 N 5E PO AN TR LAtk (R SRR PRSI assess her.

Andrea: But that didn’t help her!

Jean: S5 RRF RO EAF M FT Iy A AERAR T s AN 27

Andrea: They would say — look at the state of her!

Jean: Look at the state of her — [kl i #f12FE Il !

Andrea: Poor Jo. She hasn’t had an easy life. Even when she was a child, she

had problems.
Insert

I was so appallingly badly behaved. | did stuff like — | would get out the window
and go to the pub, you know, after my parents went to bed — and | smoked and
all that sort of thing. And in the end, my parents just couldn’t handle it really.
And | was seeing a kind of local man and so basically they said to me, either you
stop seeing him or you’re going to have to leave home.

Jean: Jo il ok & g j2 appallingly badly behaved 4 AWz 55 AT AN o
Andrea: She would climb out the window and go to the pub.

Jean: ity I P T 46 IR o

Andrea: She also dated a local man who her parents didn’t like.

Jean: They couldn’t handle it. b1 EHEEA T .

Andrea They asked her to stop seeing him or leave home.

Jean: LS Jo B TT KA INHg 2 28T Lo, PRI R i A X — R T s
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Andrea: Anyway, Jo Brand wasn’t always a comedian. Before she started
performing, she was a psychiatric nurse for ten years.

Jean: a7 S E R BT Jo T 10 AEDRE R AT L !
Andrea: She saw some terrible things during that time.
Insert

We had a guy come in one day with a huge carving fork — just stabbed it down
onto the desk — that was quite scary. We had a lot of incidents where people
would pick up chairs and throw them at you.

Jean: —ANBANA—RBNZPR, - A XFEAE T R T R

Andrea: There were lots of incidents like that.

Jean: Incidents — i, Fff.

Andrea: Some people would throw chairs at her.

Jean: WS R AR B, B BT T e !

Andrea: So, what advice does Jo Brand have for new young comedians?
Insert

It’s very important in stand-up to appear to be calm on the outside. So, to me,
kind of 80% of it is appearing to be confident — and once you’ve cracked that, |
think pretty much you can do anything — even if your jokes aren’t that funny.

Jean: JO IS B AR AR S R S DA TR T ARG H — SR

Andrea: She says you need to appear or look calm.

Jean: EEEMIA2RA O WRIRESE & LA B LA AR S g ok 77—
you’ve cracked it.

Andrea: Jo says you don’t even need funny jokes if you look calm!

Jean: S RNVt 1T, A4k BBC Learning English [ H £ B gl 45

T, BATHUH I

Andrea: Bye!
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