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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Helen: Hello, welcome to BBC Learning English. I'm Helen and with me
today in the studio is Jean.

Jean: Hello, KZ4f. FATAHRKIT H W RZKE T mi 8Lk i 9e i 30k .

Helen: Today, we’re focusing on comedy and humour.

Jean: HJi comedy, BBk humour. ANid &4 A RS FTEa BRI IR AT 2 & A AT
G

Helen: That’s right. We all have individual taste when it comes to what’s

funny and what’s not.

Jean: e — 1 LUMBATT “THa%k 7 dry sense of humour XA K& EFR . Ak 5]
JEAT 4 BESESEE N [ DI KR 2

Insert

I like political satire a lot. Humour that kind of relates to everyday life. Slapstick,
no — not slapstick - but all types of humour; if it's funny, and it’s well written, well
scripted, well timed, it can be funny.

Jean: SEN VA7 e N (RSP ey 2 S W TRV ST <2 E N

Helen: Political satire. Comedians make fun of politicians and political
events all the time.

Jean: byt WCRR H AR TS A ORI e ER

Helen: Things that we all know, so we can relate to them.

Jean: But there is something he doesn’t like.

Helen: That’s right, he doesn’t like slapstick.

Jean: Slapstick, i ASFE S3RLHIELI, e 78t LA U MO R B A
&R o

Helen: You see a lot of slapstick in the old Charlie Chaplin films.

Jean: LT PR B HL B L8 s Y B AR R VS RE 1
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Helen: Understanding of language and culture are essential in connecting
the comedian and the audience.

Jean: BEER 8 A9 A, ABRUHNAIAR 22 B # s R 2% T 3y b, 2
LA AT 2000 AN IR H o

Helen: So, can foreigners make British people laugh?

Jean: Henning /& — {7 4% & i 28 s 5, Al DAk 9 B R AR T & AN B i

Insert

My name is Henning and I'm the German comedy ambassador. It's not the
easiest of jobs. Sometimes it’s quite interesting; on the one hand, everybody
wants you to fail, and then, in case you don’t fail, they question your Germanic
background.

Helen: Henning introduced himself as the German comedy ambassador.

Jean: KA¥ ambassador, comedy ambassador il KA

Helen: It’s not the easiest of jobs.

Jean: Henning At A& A — 44 S0 e 2 5, AR o [ 0 AR 5 AR A
{8

Helen: He says people want you to fail.

Jean: UNEUES PPN

Helen: And if you don’t fail, then people question your German background.

Jean: I RABBA KRG BRI T o D BN Sy L 4 B S Rs ise,  PRBE

Al A5 TR 2 AR o

Helen: Now, Otto is another German comedian. He admits that German
humour is different to British humour.

Jean: Otto it [ AT TURE T — T S AR 723046 LA

Insert

We don’t use jokes in normal life as frequently as the British does, so here you
have to do that to be socially accepted. In Germany, you’re not socially accepted
if you do only jokes.

Helen: Interesting comparison from Otto.

Jean: Very good observation, | have to agree with him. Otto fi i/ & A 7E
H 8 A o AVG e A4 %2 T B o

Helen: Otto observed that in the UK, you have to be able to tell jokes in
order to be socially accepted.

WORLD
SERVICE

bbecchina.com.cn




Jean:

Helen:

Jean:

Helen:

Jean:

Helen:

Jean:

Helen:

Jean:

BlBIC)

WORLD
SERVICE

bbecchina.com.cn

To be socially accepted fEACHT 2 1. HUZ U RAREK IR, X
TE I 25k i) N IR AS AT

In Germany, it’s different. If you only tell jokes and try to be funny
all the time, then you’re NOT going to be socially accepted.

MAEREE AR et . MARIFUARZ T, MRS AR, AR
AR AAE

Jean, do you think Chinese people are more like the Germans or
the British?

Well, I'd say probably more like the Germans, although perhaps not
as serious as them.

Well, we’'ve run out of time again.

I BARAR AT AR R 2 EARIG O, IR Fd 1K email 1 kLT
T, EAIH email E4652 chinaelt@bbce.co.uk.

We look forward to hearing from you. Bye for now.

See you next time.
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