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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Fire of London

Helen: Hello, Welcome to BBC Learning English. I'm Helen.
Oliver: W, & Oliver, YW JATHI T H o
Insert

London’s burning! London’s burning!
Fetch the engines! Fetch the engines!
Fire fire! Fire firel...

Helen: There is a special street in London and it’s called Pudding Lane.
Oliver: WS — 2R I BTTE? 40 ) LRI A RS, mC i T8 What's

special about it?

Helen: Well it was in this street nearly 450 years ago, in September 1666,
that the Great Fire of London began.

Oliver: Really? 1fiii[F2] 1666 4119 J1, Wit fris 450 451 7, HIn&ELM
3k k the Great Fire of London il /& M iX FLBgke K (1

Helen: It was a devastating disaster for London.

Oliver: TEIAC B KA TPy S R A KK

Insert

...Fire fire! Fire fire!
Pour on water! Pour on water!

Helen: To tell us a bit more about the fire and this particular location, I've
been talking to James Clare who is the Historic Buildings Architect
for the City of London.

Oliver: James Clare WU 1% %, H4 Helen, what have you found
out about the Great Fire of London from James?

Helen: First of all, I asked James, what was London like at the time of the
Great Fire, 450 years ago? Here are a few words to help you
understand what James says: Medieval.

Oliver: 2L
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Helen: Timber.

Oliver: KAt
Helen: Cramped.
Oliver: IRt
Insert

London was a very large medieval city, one of the major cities in Europe and it
was full of timber buildings which were a great fire hazard.

Oliver: James FABAEAANEN, AL AR R I LI .

Helen: London was a large medieval city, one of the major cities in Europe.
Oliver: AL IR TR GRS R B, A I RAR 2 A B AR AR A SR
Helen: Timber buildings, which were a great fire hazard. Hazard means

danger, dangerous situations.
Insert

For the majority of people, the streets were very narrow, there were courtyards
which were very cramped, the houses were sub-divided and multi-occupied by
people, families and people, and the rooms were very small and probably dirty
and a lot of horse-drawn transport which added to the problems.

Oliver: B HIRP A

Helen: Narrow.

Oliver: PAETHE7

Helen: Cramped.

Oliver: T3A 3 TR SN SN, T HAEAERAE AR 2 AN

Helen: There was horse-drawn transport making the city even more
chaotic.

Oliver: AT James & B A Ui K KA IS SR .

Insert

London was a very large medieval city, one of the major cities in Europe and it
was full of timber buildings which were a great fire hazard. For the majority of
people, the streets were very narrow, there were courtyards which were very
cramped, the houses were sub-divided and multi-occupied by people, families and
people, and the rooms were very small and probably dirty and a lot of horse-
drawn transport which added to the problems.
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Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Insert

With houses made of wood and very narrow streets, there was a
real danger of fire throughout London. What do we know of how it
started?

BFLARTUr B KR —A B LK), a baker. Am I right or am I
wrong?

We'll find out soon.

It started in the premises of a baker and it started very early in the morning and
so it could have been an accident from his domestic fireplaces or a candle or an
oil lamp or it could have been his ovens for baking which maybe overheated but
certainly there was a fire there and it started fairly slowly but once it caught hold
it was very rapid in spreading to adjacent premises.

Oliver:
Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Helen:

Oliver:

Insert

I was right about the baker.
Yes, it started in the premises of a baker on Pudding Lane.

Premises Wi b8, WH 2RI . RIGEAER RAEL KN, 847
NHVIIFITE L K I A o

It could have been an accident from his fireplace, or a candle or an
oil lamp.

AN, BT AW, B LAt b, S5E0KT LR B AP IS RT B A 5 DS K A st
58

James said that the fire may have started slowly, but once it caught
hold, it spread rapidly to the next door buildings.

Rapidly k. KK, MK —FI R T KK,

And I suppose because the streets were so narrow and the
buildings were made of wood it was really a disaster waiting to
happen.

LA E IR Z AR WAL KK, HR A AT UK KX 2 BATIA
JiWg 2

Compared to earlier fires it took hold and it was fanned by a very strong wind
from the east which pushed the fire across the city towards the west and it...
there was very little, if anything that people could do to fight the fire at that time
although efforts were made to.

Helen:

Oliver:
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So the weather made the whole situation worse. The wind gave the
fire a helping hand. It was like a fan encouraging the fire to get
bigger and bigger.

UGB T RIRKKEER KR 5, ik KNI AR = S Sk . AATTR A
REPHIER K, ERBEEIA K,



Helen: No, people did make efforts to stop it, but the fire was unstoppable.
Insert

Compared to earlier fires it took hold and it was fanned by a very strong wind
from the east which pushed the fire across the city towards the west and it...
there was very little, if anything that people could do to fight the fire at that time
although efforts were made to.

Oliver: Kk—3Hke T £/b K2 And how long did the fire last?
Insert

It lasted between four and five days although it continued to smoulder, the debris
continued to smoulder for many days after that.

Oliver: RAKIRBET R, (HREZ AR T k.

Helen: “It continued to smoulder.” Smoulder means burning slowly with
smoke but no visible flame.

Oliver: W2 KK G REAZLIEIE? Did it burn itself out?
Insert

It certainly had burnt so much of the city that there was relatively little left to
burn. However the fire-breaks did help, the demolition of buildings and indeed
blowing some buildings up. But the most significant factor was the fact that the
wind dropped and this allowed the people trying to fight the fire to finally
overcome it.

Helen: A few factors helped to stop the fire in the end. First the wind died
down.

Oliver: o BB R R B KA XS T o

Helen: And the fact that most of London was burnt down, so there was not

much fresh material to feed the fire.

Oliver: AT AT T, BREMESFLT .
Helen: So what was the extent of the destruction of the City of London?
Insert

Well, St. Paul's Cathedral went on fire, the old St. Paul's Cathedral which was clad
in a scaffolding at the time, made of wood. There were some thirteen or fourteen
thousand houses burnt out, but the occupants of those numbered close to
100,000 people. Eighty-seven churches were destroyed and very many
businesses.

Oliver: IR KBeSs T REME ik, A I S R R

Helen: Because it had wooden scaffolding outside.
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Oliver: Scaffolding JIF42. iy —J5 =T 21— 7 DU TR s R AEER T -

Helen: And that meant around 100,000 people lost their homes and were
homeless.

Oliver: A 87 Pt LA R ARZ 1 i ML B A B

Helen: Was there any good news to come out of the destruction of the City

of London at that time?
Insert

Well, I guess the good news was that they were able to recover in a remarkably
quick period of time.

Oliver: Really? 7EARFIII R L, ST A 1.
Helen: But London still seems to have a very complicated and difficult to

follow street map.

Oliver: TP, R AL S SO ) BEE ARIR AN, R ATk N %
HMETE 1IN BURF A 7% R8I FER A6 2 e i 2

Helen: So what happened? Why are the streets still so cramped and
narrow?

Insert

There were great ambitions on the part of both the city and, more importantly,

the crown and the government, to radically change the design of the city along

modern design principles as had been developed in Europe. This involved broad
avenues with beautiful buildings lining the avenues.

Oliver: XAy, KRG, 2=

Helen: The crown.

Oliver: HBURFRI o

Helen: The government.

Oliver: ARAT AL o

Helen: Great ambitions.

Oliver: REMARAS L S5 vt A Jey it

Helen: To radically change the design of the city.

Oliver: AR A O A AL R BRIk i — A, i SR A, JF i E il e
RIS

Helen: But the reality was...
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Insert

But the reality was that there were hundreds and thousands of owners of the old
buildings and they wanted to rebuild their properties as quickly as possible and it
was an impossible task for the city authorities to simply take over all that land
and impose a new street layout, although they did mange to widen a modest
number of strategic streets, such as Cheapside.

Oliver: RSERR b, A e RABURAR ) 58 A —FE, I R 2 Ik E B 2
55 1o
Helen: The owners whose homes and businesses were destroyed in the fire

wanted their properties back as quickly as possible. And the
quickest way and the easiest way to do it was to rebuild on the old
sites.

Oliver: RAYL, A HIRAEARKL N B R T I, (RIS R AL A )=

Insert

That's right. If you walk the city today you'll still find streets with names that date
back to that period — Milk Street and Wood Street, which reflect market trading
that went on in those streets - and they’re still very narrow streets... the street
we’re standing in now is very narrow. The modern building is tending to devour
some of those narrow streets and alleyways but it's still very much the mediaeval
street pattern and that's one of the features of the city of London which
distinguish it from other cities - it has that character.

Helen: As James says, the medieval street pattern in the city of London
gives London its unique character.

Oliver: e SR AN ST 2% AT TE A Sy L T SE A, RTINS s 1 ke B R IAL
I
ZN o

Helen: And that’s what distinguishes London from other cities. Distinguish

means separating it from other cities, makes it different.
Insert

If you walk the city today you'll still find streets with names that date back to that
period - Milk Street - and they’re still very narrow streets... the street we're
standing in now is very narrow. ...But it's still very much the mediaeval street
pattern and that's one of the features of the city of London which distinguish it
from other cities - it has that character.

Insert

London’s burning! London’s burning!
Fetch the engines! Fetch the engines!
Fire fire! Fire fire!

Pour on water! Pour on water!

Oliver: Well, that's all from us today on BBC Learning English. 72 L5 /R fE
AN TR BAC FOK IR I 5

BlBIC)
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Helen: So see you next time. Bye-bye.

Oliver: ..
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