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Wr A LS, WA T BBC Jeifi 201 H . o2 Oliver, FIFRIAFIH John.
Hello John!

Hello Oliver, on BBC Learning English today we’re going to talk
about suburbia!

John, what’s that?

Well, suburbia is a place where some people live.
So it's in the town!

No!

It’s in the countryside?

No!

So, if it’s not in the town and not in the countryside, where is it? JI}
FATERK AT AR T W ? BEACEITE, WAES A, JREIRAETE e ?
John, please help!

OK. Well, there’s a place that you will find on the edge of most
large towns before you get to the countryside. It seems like the
countryside, but it also has the feeling of being in a town. That area
has a name — ‘sub-urbia’ - suburbia.

Suburbia, THRE. RBX . XA TSR H BRERENAN AT, AT
FZ M2 mpgxE, k. &6, suburbia.

In Britain, suburbia has a particular significance — a particular social
significance. For some people, it represents a haven of peace — a
peaceful place - and a place that’s safe, secure and predictable.

T o EACKTE, AEA TR 2 A Z AR B E R R SR X, a
special cultural significance. So what makes suburbia in Britain
interesting then?

Well, according to some British historians, life in suburbia can tell
us something about what sort of a society Britain is.
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B )L, bRk s [l — R Py sk . SE[E 345K, British historians,
IR RBIX A REMS 5 VR AT T — 24 06 T AL R JEFIARIT, it has
something to tell us. M EAMHZ AR, A28 R RHETT 4R, A4
Xt SR AR PR AR T DG, AT IAES DT T IR T AR IR T AR T,
rapidly industrialising. 7l /& & # & #1175 G A A TR S Ik, 48—
FloHr (114235, they wanted a more peaceful life in the country.

But they didn’t want to be too far away from the towns, they
wanted all the conveniences of town life, like the shops, cinemas,
and sports facilities, but they wanted to be in the countryside too!

AT DU XAk RIE XN EE, g they wanted the best of both
worlds, fa5RE5, FALEL, AT SR U Oy AR, RIS iR 1 2
WG A 1A SHBE RE S 252 B T 4B VG IR{EF], the conveniences of
town life, WREEZE5Z 2 S A AR 3G 10T FF1 H H

People wanted to have their own property and a bit of land as well.
But some people say suburbia produced a strange kind of person,
neither a town dweller nor a country person — they were without an
identity!

B AR AT, BEASEIIE AN,  a town dweller, A2 2 T A,
nor a country person. flifi ;2 —HHELL A E RN,  without an identity!

Yes, this is BBC Learning English with John and Oliver. Today, we're
talking about suburbia.

Suburbia, 158 ZBX, AMIEAERA TGRSR Z KR (5, X
FERB I ARH 2

We spoke with Deborah Saunt — she’s an architect from south
London; and Rowan Pelling, a journalist from Cambridge, about
their views of suburbia. What do they think of it, did they like it?

Deborah Saunt & —4 @41, Rowan Pelling /& —%ic#, A1 TiX
545 BB AT AR AT OB N, ARFRATIWE WAt AT T S8 X AR VR AT, do
they like it?

Here’'s Rowan. First, what does she think of suburbia?

There’s this ghastly sanitisation of everything in the suburbs and you feel that it's
a terrible, terrible compromise between the country and the excitement of urban
living, and in fact, you know, actually the very real dangers of living in the
countryside where you do have this unpredictable environment where nature can
grab you — rivers, and you know farming accidents, all this sort of thing. It’s this
place for timid, dull people, and actually one of the worst things is that we all like
to fantasize about the suburbs and pretend that there’s all this incredibly exciting
stuff going on and we hope it’'s David Lynch and we hope it’s Desperate
Housewives — but we can’t bear to look at the real fact that it’s just terminal

dullness.
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Oh dear, | don’t think Rowan likes suburbia!

I think you're right Oliver — and | can see what Rowan means,
because | grew up in suburbia.

So you’ve got experience of it. John #t&ERX KKK, FrbdEs
K EH. So John, what did you think of suburbia?

Well, | felt it was a very safe place, but it was boring Oliver! There
were lots of nice people, but were they interesting? No, they were
not! They weren’t interested in anything except themselves, and
they weren’t interested in what was going on in the world around
them!

John FHFEAT, MYCHTERBX AR IRE 24K, it felt safe. (HUZAEIETEI
H AA1#BRIE], the people were boring!

Rowan 1 think, felt the same way. She said there was a ghastly
sanitisation of everything.

PEAYLPLN a ghastly sanitisation. 54, Rowan i, EFEREX AEiGue
—ANEKHPERIZ T, a terrible compromise, VRA] BELEE4E T TG+ (0
3R AETE I RIS AR RE AR 2K 2 (W7 1 2 ARG

Yes, a terrible compromise — too much of a compromise really —
between the country and the excitement of urban living. She said
the people were timid.

Zi o

Dull.

BeR B ORI o

There was a terminal dullness!

IREER) T WK Rowan LR A H AN RR X A 3E !
So, who does like suburbia — surely someone must?

Bkl FATKAT TAEAEAS 0% 35 i) Deborah Saunt, i — 4 #40ifi, an
architect.

She says suburbia has changed and the image we have of it is now
out of date.

Deborah g AN ALK ZEX IR AL . DG BEAE N TR A RE, SBIX 24
AHRLLETIRET T, MR ARR L 7o iAW a2 5 A .
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Suburbia doesn’t really exist. | mean we just have these incredibly accessible
urban environments. You know, | can live in Clapham two miles from Hyde Park
and call it a suburb because | get easy access to the city by bicycle and to the
countryside in the form of Clapham Common. | have friends who run global
businesses from suburban environments — you know, fit women in particular |
think. I think we must accept that for today’s woman, living in suburbia is

fantastic.
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So what Deborah is saying is that suburbia has changed. She uses
a different term for that, remember what that was Oliver?

Yes, incredibly accessible urban environments, #1458 3T . JE
WAT.

In her suburb, Clapham, Deborah can have easy access to the city
by bicycle.

o] DAAE 25 2 s AT E1E k. Easy access.

But there is countryside nearby, Clapham Common is nearby.

RIS, BEAMHLN S A BAER RS

And Deborah believes that today’s suburbia is particularly good for
women.

She says that suburbia is fantastic for women. &< 4= 2o L4 51 s
U Wt PR Z ik, ZEFE SRR, (HEMEELEX, suburban

environments.

So let’s go back over what the differences are between town,
countryside, and suburbia. Here’s Rowan again — if you moved from
town to country, what differences would you notice, what is a town
like, and what about suburbia?

You get a kind of hostility that masks friendliness. They look at you, they stare at
you, and then actually they bring around the apple pie; whereas in the city
everyone just ignores each other. But in the suburbs, | think there’s a kind of
faint veneer of friendliness where people say hello over the hedge, but it actually
masks a tendency for outright hostility, where they’re just waiting for you to do
something wrong.

Oliver

bbcchina.com.cn

Rowan Bi{EAEERRX 1 N IHA%E, —TFah T RESE /S AT T bL Ak, H
Sefr EABATIERAEH i A . Hostility that masks friendliness, 7E3H, K
FKH e HAM T, everyone ignores you in the city, (B4 ERLX, B
H— BRI SES a faint veneer of friendliness, KX #5554 F 1k 25
15U, people are just waiting for you to do something wrong.



John Well, let’s just go over some of the words we’ve heard today shall
we. We’'ve been talking about suburbia.

Oliver ZRX L AR

John: Town.

Oliver: W

John: Countryside.

Oliver: ZH.

John: The best of both worlds.
Oliver: (PR E

John: The convenience of town life.
Oliver: A PR PR 438 1T 4975

John: Ghastly sanitisation.

Oliver: BT -

John: A terrible compromise.
Oliver: BRI A 2

John: Urban living.

Oliver: W AR

John: Hostility.

Oliver: o AR

John: OK. Well, we’ve been talking about suburban life, with our experts

Deborah, and Rowan. If you want more help with your English
learning have a look at our website - you’ll find that at:
www.bbcchina.com.cn.

Oliver: Pkt & www.bbechina.com.cn, 7EASHE, fRAT AR EIR 2 50HR Je B4 5
AR R AR H B, FRATRLIEL

John: Bye!
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There’s this ghastly sanitisation of everything in the suburbs and you feel that it's
a terrible, terrible compromise between the country and the excitement of urban
living, and in fact, you know, actually the very real dangers of living in the
countryside where you do have this unpredictable environment where nature can
grab you — rivers, and you know farming accidents, all this sort of thing. It’s this
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place for timid, dull people, and actually one of the worst things is that we all like
to fantasize about the suburbs and pretend that there’s all this incredibly exciting
stuff going on and we hope it’'s David Lynch and we hope it’s Desperate
Housewives — but we can’t bear to look at the real fact that it’s just terminal
dullness.

Suburbia doesn’t really exist. | mean we just have these incredibly accessible
urban environments. You know, | can live in Clapham two miles from Hyde Park
and call it a suburb because | get easy access to the city by bicycle and to the
countryside in the form of Clapham Common. | have friends who run global
businesses from suburban environments — you know, fit women in particular |
think. I think we must accept that for today’s woman, living in suburbia is
fantastic.

You get a kind of hostility that masks friendliness. They look at you, they stare at
you, and then actually they bring around the apple pie; whereas in the city
everyone just ignores each other. But in the suburbs, | think there’s a kind of
faint veneer of friendliness where people say hello over the hedge, but it actually
masks a tendency for outright hostility, where they’re just waiting for you to do
something wrong.

bbcchina.com.cn



