BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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John: Hi there! Welcome to On The Town from a very interesting part of south
London. I’'m John, with me Oliver. We're at Crystal Palace.

Oliver: Mk, JKARE .

John: At Crystal Palace one of Britain’s best loved football clubs used to play. It's
home to major athletics events, and there used to be an amazing palace.

Oliver: A, FERATTFHEA AT H AT SE5EHE — 1, AU AR S SRR A AN 2 — e

=, Itisn’t a palace at all.

John: But there used to be a palace here in south London.
Oliver: What did it look like John?
John: Well the Crystal Palace got its name because it was a building made almost

entirely of glass.

Oliver: — R A, B KiEAGTE T . Tell us something about its history
John. ‘&R AT AmH R @& 1, 7Ex BOCR B AT A e ?

John: Well, it was built for a very specific purpose. A great exhibition, in fact The
Great Exhibition of 1851.

Oliver: It must have been quite a spectacle. 7 JEEFIAN it 5t 1 e i L 45 R v 1
CAERANIACE T . R — A2 ARSI A glass and iron palace.

John: Well we've been doing some research, and we’ve found an account written
by a young woman who visited the Great Exhibition at Crystal Palace in

1851. She was impressed too and her name is Eloise.
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Oliver: Eloise &4 —AarkE RN, MRS T/K S S PPEE. T 2ih7E1851 4
Insert

Crystal Palace, 1851. Today must have been one of the most marvellous of my life.
Mama and Papa took me to the most delightful, beautiful, and simply thrilling buildings |
have yet had cause to visit: “The Crystal Palace”. It is the largest glass structure ever
built in the world to this very date, and it houses the most prestigious spectacle of our
age: “The Great Exhibition”. Dear Queen Victoria herself decided upon its theme; the
very latest modern artistic works and designs. Ah! This wonderful age in which we now
live, one can but dream what the next excitement will be!

John: Amazing! Eloise was really impressed with the Crystal Palace and the Great

Exhibition. She said the building was “delightful”, “beautiful”, and

“thrilling”.
Oliver: A NP, delightful; SENF, beautiful; Ak AGEN, thrilling.
John: There was also another lovely phrase that Eloise used. She said the Great

Exhibition of 1851 was “the most prestigious spectacle of our age”,
meaning it was the most important event that was happening in her
lifetime.

Oliver: A great way to describe it. Eloise {{iX/~18514 1)@ % & i AR ANFEAC I 51 ik 44 1)

&Y%, the most prestigious spectacle.

John: Now, in 1936 those wonderful buildings met a terrible fate.

Oliver: K B B T R A X R SE N S Y L. That was its fate. ZLE KT .
John: We've found this amazing recording from the archives.

Oliver: John EIHE TEAINRI%. The archives, i HAEF] T 7K & B 4 Be St 130 5% .
Insert

The Crystal Palace is completely destroyed. In the most spectacular night fire in living
memory, the world famous glass building that has dominated Sydenham Hill for 82 years
is enveloped from end to end in a sea of flames. Sweeping along the inflammable wood
flooring, the blaze soon had the middle transept in its grip. Inside half an hour it was
clear that the Crystal Palace was doomed.
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John: What a tragedy, the palace was completely destroyed by fire.

Oliver: And it was the most spectacular fire in living memory. X aJfE 2488 A feig i
B HRRKT .

John: So that was the end of the great Crystal Palace.

Insert

Kennedy coming forward now for Palace, clean through into the penalty area left-hand
side, left-hand side! Kennedy scores the goal! Crystal Palace 2, Derby County O.

John: Well after Crystal Palace burnt down, it became home to a great football
club of the same name “Crystal Palace”, but it's also been the host of some
great athletics events.

Oliver: AN/ 3[R OR IR FE AR BEBE AR K A B 28T, IR L e /K it B SRR I I 8. ik
A UGB AMARIE 2 AT 52 6K i B AR R AT AR A AT PR D TR A2 BR R 1K)

John: Well the palace has got quite a history hasn’t it and if you’re in London it’s
worth a visit. Time to go now. Bye for now.

Oliver: .
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