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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Hello, this is On the Town from BBC Learning English where we take
you out on the streets of London to explore some of the big
landmarks. With me is Oliver.

Hi John, where are we going today?
Ok, we’re off to the Royal Festival Hall.

Right, so what's that? 2577 HE R THEE, A4 Higle? The Royal
Festival Hall.

Well, this is arguably London’s premier music venue for all kinds of
music, classical.
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Contemporary.
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Popular, or pop.
WATE R

And alternative music.
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Also some jazz. It's also a venue for everyone, and when it first
opened it was known as the People’s Palace.
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John: We’re going to take you back to 1951 now when the Festival Hall first
opened. Here’s the BBC’s Winford Vaughan Thomas, who was one of
the first journalists to enter the building. Have a listen to his
description of it.

Insert

For the first time we are seeing the Hall as it was designed to be. Full of light,
crowds and fine dresses, music. It’'s come splendidly to life and all around me
four great stairways lead up to the promenades that surround the auditorium and
I’'ve got straight away an impression of great space.

John: And that’s what the Royal Festival Hall looks like today. It has been
returned to the way it looked like when Winford Vaughan Thomas
described it first in 1951.

Oliver: FEFRAT TR SR Be s sk L, id# Winford 2332 — M AEH
J7 o BENEIRITH IR Se Ui s e A KT the auditorium.

John: Now the Hall was built as part of the 1951 Festival of Britain, a big
celebration held that year to try and boost the morale of the country
following the Second World War.

Oliver: ER 5, AN s SRR N RO 2570 20K, it boosted people’s
morale.

John: We spoke to Jude Kelly, who is the Artistic Director of the cultural
area of London known as The South Bank. It’s here that The Royal
Festival Hall is located, on The South Bank of the River Thames.

Oliver: Jude Kelly HNIRATNE T LB p I ST I 5t AR B 7
OIEAREN, the Artistic Director, R H o 5 EAS 205 4 1 30k SR
O, R BT HE R T .

Insert

Well, the more | understand about the Festival of Britain, the more | think what
an amazing achievement. You know they did it all in eighteen months, and they
really were trying to re-emerge from the war, and it wasn’t just actually about
let’'s have a party and let’'s have some fun, it was really a great commitment
along with health, welfare and education to the idea of the arts and culture and
creativity which we now all take for granted, but it was such a massive statement
then.

John: Well, let’s explain some of that because | think it’s important to look
at the historical context in which the Festival was built.

Oliver: R, BAMSHE — FESFTEREMNERND LS S, the historical
context.
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Jude Kelly said she thought the Festival of Britain was an amazing
achievement. There was a real commitment to celebrating a new way
of life that was about to happen in Britain.
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So we could say that the Royal Festival Hall symbolises a time of
optimism in Britain.

Optimism KW+ L.
And that’s why so many people like the Hall today and wanted it
restored. Well, that’s it for this edition of On the Town, join us again

soon for more. Bye!
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