BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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St. Paul’s Cathedral % ®
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Hello I’'m Diarmuid. Join us for a visit to St. Paul’s Cathedral with BBC
Learning English.

St. Paul’s Cathedral. tff & K A2 G Bl BRI bR P EESR, S22 AT 5t
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Now, one of its most eye-catching features is this huge dome.

Eye-catching feature 5| AvEH FRHEH &S E RS T huge dome. R
Fos B A T A2

Here’'s Canon Martin Warner:

I think the most significant feature of the cathedral, artistically and architecturally, is
probably the dome. It's what everybody sees and of course it struck a whole new style of
architecture when 300 years ago it was built here in London as the city rose from the
destruction of the Great Fire of 1666.
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i, MEARMERFARMEKE, artistically and architecturally. )2 T
SRR, REHE4S .  Most significant feature.

It was the masterpiece of the architect Sir Christopher Wren.
HMEH S T A2 22470 Christopher Wren [—#43/E. A masterpiece.

Wren’s design took 35 years to realise, and was the first cathedral to be
completed within the lifetime of its architect.

It was rebuilt about 300 years ago after the Great Fire in 1666.
And it struck a whole new style of architecture.
EARIL TR A

Well, it certainly has the wow factor. Canon Warner again:
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When you cross the threshold of St. Paul's and the vast interior opens up before you,
there is something of a wow factor.

Yang Li: PSRN, GRS R P KRB, S RIEA BRI R, The
wow factor iU 4f

Diarmuid: I think that the three galleries that visitors can climb up are equally
amazing! Canon Warner again:

Insert

There are three galleries: the interior one, the whispering gallery, it actually has this

capacity for a whisper to run all the way round inside the drum of the dome, and that in
itself is an amazing experience; but it's also possible to go outside the dome and on the
stone gallery to get a phenomenal view of the city of London; but then it’s also possible

to climb up onto the top of the dome and from the golden gallery to see the whole of
greater London. It's a phenomenal view up there and certainly well worth exploring.

Yang Li: ot bimA = ANEE, ST

Diarmuid:  The whispering gallery.

Yang Li: LT 1 JER

Diarmuid: The stone gallery.

Yang Li: A FE: 1 R

Diarmuid: And the golden gallery.

Yang Li: Mg ig . WS E, Bl e R ALt RIZM 82, Have you been to
The Temple of Heaven in Beijing, Derm?

Diarmuid: Oh yes, it's very impressive. But here in St. Paul’'s Cathedral, you have
more than 400 steps to climb, don't you, Yang Li?

Yang Li: Yes. 163 steps to the whispering gallery; 119 steps to the stone gallery;
and a further 152 steps to the golden gallery at the top. So that’s 434
steps in total.

Diarmuid: You must get a phenomenal view of the City of London up there, mustn’t
you?

Yang Li: A phenomenal view 5 AL, Yes, of course.

Diarmuid: Apart from its architectural glamour, St. Paul’s Cathedral is a symbol of
Britain’s history.

Yang Li: JL[E % E. It has hosted many important events.
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Diarmuid: Yes, for instance, the wedding of Prince Charles and Lady Diana; and the
Golden Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth I1I.

Yang Li: PR IORT S22 SR 0 AL LA B 9 22 EAR N 75 3 I B FEB O [ K R
Diarmuid: It has also hosted state funerals on several occasions.
Yang Li: FKHIEZE state funerals. Here’s Canon Warner again:
Insert

It has also hosted three great state occasions which have been opportunities for the
nation to mourn great leaders. First, with Lord Nelson, secondly, with the Duke of
Wellington, and finally with Sir Winston Churchill.

Diarmuid: To mourn great leaders: to mourn.

Yang Li: R

Diarmuid: Lord Nelson, the Duke of Wellington and Sir Winston Churchill.

Yang Li: RAME A, BRI B AN L R AR ZAL A R AR LA AT

Diarmuid: There is certainly a lot to see in St. Paul’s Cathedral if you are interested in
British history and culture.

Yang Li: So do come for a visit when you are in London. Thanks for listening.
Diarmuid:  See you next time.

Yang Li: Bye!

(BIB|C

R (AT

bbcukchina.com




